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THE 

BEAUTIES OF STERNE; 

INCLVDIKC MANY OF HIS 

LETTERS AND SERMONS, 

ALL HIS 

PATHETIC TALES, 
HUMOROUS DESCRIPTIONS, 

AND MOST DXtTXKCUISHED 

OBSERVATIONS on LIFE. 

SELECTED FOR THE HEAR^ Of 

S ENS IBILirr. 



Dear Scnfibility ! fourcc incxliauRed of all that's prccioM 
in our joys, or coflly in our forrows ! ihou chaineft thy 
inarLyr down upon his bed of llraw — and 'tis thou who 
lifts him uo to Heaven ! ■ ■ Eternal fountain of 

our feelings! 'tis here I trace thee. S. Journey yp, 326. 
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TO 



HENRT SMITH, Es^ 

SECRETARY to the Hon. the BOARD 

OF ORDNANCE, 

IN TKS 

KINGDOM or IRELAND. 

Sir, 

A DEDICATION wears, at all times, 
fo much the air of flattery, that 'tis hard 
to diftinguifh between the language didlated/ 
by Sincerity, and the fawnings of the Pa- 
rafite — between the refpedt paid hypeifcmal 
gratitude to perfonal merit, and the aukward 
imitations of it offered at the foot of Wealth 
and Title by the hungry expedbmt. 

I Ihall, for thefe reafbns, only make.one- 
fliort obfervation on the propriety of my 
offering thefe Iheets to your patronage— 
That although nothing doubting but the 
innate beauty of my favourite author, is 
capable of attrading the admiration and 
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feizing the attention of every rank and age 
-ry€t having had an opportunity (through 
the honour of a pcrfonal intimacy with you) 
of obferving, not only how reducible, but 
reduced to pradice, is that philanthropy 
he fo fweetly recommends in every page 
of his ' writings, — I have been induced to 
prefix your name, as a fit head to fuch a 
ho^y— feeling with what iovct precept comes 
home to the heart, flrcngthened hy fuch an 
example. 

I have therefore to beg you will attribute 
the liberty I here take with your name to 
its proper motive — a dcfire to hold up to 
the world a mirror, in which they fliould 
endeavour to behold their own likenefs — 
and to believe me, with every fentiment of 
gratitude and rcfpedl. 

Sir, 
Your moft obliged. 

And moft humble fervant, 

A. F. 
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JL HE very many editions that have al- 
ready pafled the prf fs, of the '' Beauties 
of Sterne/' fufficiently evince the fentiments 
of the public at large upon the propriety 
of fuch a work, and remove thofe objec- 
tions which at firft might have been fup- 
pofed to exift — it therefore only remains t# 
point out the amendments the world has a 
right to look for in the prefent edition. 

It has been a matter of much general 
complaint, that the feledions hitherto made 
were of rather too confined a caft, — and 
that, contrary to the original, the «//7^ and 
the duke were not fufficiently blended, or 
in equal quantities. That as the work was 
intended both for the recreation of our 
riper years, and the improvement of the 
more juvenile mind, it dragg'd on rather 
too fcrious a fyftem of grave morality, un- 
mixed with thofe fprightlier fallies of fancy, 
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which the great Original knew fo judici 
oufly and equally to fcatter in our way. 

At has been likewife obferved, that tlx, 
dread of offending the ear of Chaftity, fa 
laudable in itfelf, has, in the prefent cafe, 
been carried to an excefs, thereby depriving 
us of many mod laughable fccnes, though in 
themfelves totally free from any objections 
on the fcore of indelicacy— and that, upon 
the wholo, the paft compilers of Sterne, 
Jcecping their eye rather upon his morality^ 
than his humour — upon his judgment, than 
his wit, had liken'd the work to his Cane 
Chair, deprived of the one of its knobs — in* 
complete and ununiform.' — Giving us ra- 
ther thofe plants which may be found in all 
climates and in every foil, than thofe which 
are more eftimable, becaufe more rare, and 
which have been brought to perfc(flion in 
but a very few indeed fuch Ikilful hands as 
lus. 

To obviate in fome meafure thofe found- 
ed objedlions, has been the objedl of the 
prefent edition, in which, the reader, whe- 
ther of a grave or gay completion, will 

find 
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find an equal attention paid him ( the 
fprightly reader will find, now for the firft 
time,, feveral fcenes of fuch exquifite fancy 
— fuch true Shandean colouring, that he 
will be aftonifti'd, they could be overlooked 
by any who profeffed to enumerate th^e 
" Beauties of Sterne.** — Such are, Mr. 
Shandy's Beds of Juftice — ^Dr. Slop and 
Sufannah — Parfon Yorick's Horfe— — and 
many other pidures of the fame tint. ■ 
The heart of Senfibility will receive a me- 
lancholy pleafure in the contemplation of 
Yorick's untimely fate; — and the mind^ in 
fearch of thofe duties wc owe to God aqd 
Man, will receive freflx incentives toperfe- 
vere in well-doing, from that moft excel- 
lent difcourfe upon Charity — " The Cafe 
of Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath 

confidered.** A few of his moft admired 

Letters are alfo now added, and the whole 
embellifli*d, at a great expence, with ca- 
pital engravings from original drawings ^^mt'*. 
cuted for this particular purpofe. 

Thus will the reader perceive, that as 
the mine whenf e, this gem is extracted 
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is by far the richcfl: this country has ever 
produced, no pains have been fpared to 
render it proportionably fuperior in bril- 
liancy and flci ling value. 

To promote the intcrefts of Virtue by 
exhibiting her in her moft pleafing atti- 
tudes — to induce, if poiTihle, mankind to 
purfue that road which alone leads to true 
happireO^, is the warmed wifli of the Edi- 
tor's heart; and he firmly believes, there is 
no mode fo effedlual, as ftrewing fuch 
flowera as thefe in their way — for impene- 
trable muft th^t heart be which cannot be 
foften'd by fo much good fcnfc, enliven'd 
• witKfo much good humour. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. . 

IT is ncceffary to acquaint the Reader, that the 
■ references in this volume are marked from the laft 
elegant London edition of Mr. Sterne*s works in 
' ten volumes. Price two Guineas. 
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MEMOIRS 



OF THE 



LIFE AND FAMILY 



OP THE LATE 



Rev. Mr. LAURENCE STERNE, 



WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 
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OGER STERNE fgrandfon to 
Archbifhop Sterne) Lieutenant in Handa- 
fide's regiment, was married to Agnes He- 
bert, widow of a captain of a good family : 
her family name was (I believe) Nuttle— 
though, upon recolled:ion, that was the 
name of her father-in-law, who was a noted 
futler in Flanders, in Queen Ann's wars, 
where my father married his wife's daughter 
(N. B. he was in debt to him) which was in 

September 25, i7ii> Old Style. This 

Nuttle had a fon by my grandmother — a 

fine 
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fine perfon of a man, but a gracelefs whelp 
— what became of him I know not — The 
family (if any left), live now at Clpnmel, 
in the South of Ireland, at which town I 
was born November 24, 171 3, a few days 
after my mother arrived from Dunkirk. — 
My birth-day was ominous to my poor 
father, who was, the day after our arrival, 
with many other brave officers, broke, and 
fent adrift into the wide world with a wife 
ind two children — the elder of which was 
Mary ; Ihe was born at Lifle in French 

• Flanders, July the tenth, one thoufand 
feven hundred and twelve. Old Style. — 
This child was moft unfortunate — (he mar- 
ried one Weemans, in Dublin — who ufed 
her moft unmercifully — fpent his fubftance, 
became a bankrupt, and left my poor fifter 
to Ihift for herfelt^ — which fhe was able to 

' do but for a few months, for Ihe went to a 
friend's houfe in the country, and died of a 
broken heart. She was a moft beautiful 
woman — of a fine figure, and deferved a 
better fate. — The regiment in which my fa- 
ther ferved, being broke, he left Ireland as 
foon as I was able to be carried, with the 
reft of his family, and came to the family 
feat at Elvington, near York, where his 
mother lived. She was daughter to Sir 
George Jaques, and an heirefs. There 
we fojourned for above ten months, when 

the 



the fegiment wa:s eftablifhed, and mir 
houlhold decamped with bag and baggage 
for Dublin — within a month of our ar- 
rival, my father left us, being ordered to 
Exeter, where, in a fad winter, my mother 
and her two children followed him, travel- 
ling from Liverpool by land to Plymouth, 
(Melancholy defcription of this journey 
not neceflary to be tranfmitted here.) In 
twelve months we were all fent back to 
Dublin. — My mother, with three of us 
(for (he laid in at Plymouth of a -boy, 
Joram), took (hip at Briftol, for Ireland^ 
and had a narrow efcape from being caft , 
away, by a leak fpringing up in the veffcl. 
At length, after many perils and ftruggles, 
we got to Dublin. There my father took 
.a large houfe, furnifhed it, and in a year 
and a half's time fpent a great deal of mo- 
ney. — In the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and nineteen, all unhinged again ; 
the regiment was ordered,with many others, 
to the Ifle of Wight, in order to embark 
for Spain, in the Vigo expedition. We 
accompanied the regiment, and were driven 
into Milford Haven, but landed at Briftol, 
from thence by land to Plymouth again, 
and to the Ifle of Wight — where I remem- 
ber we flayed encamped fome time before 
the embarkation of the troops — (in thi» 
expedition from Briftol to Hampihire we 

loft 
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loft poor Joram — a pretty boy, four years 
old, of the fmall-pox), my mother, fifter, 
and myfelf, remained at the Ifle of Wight 
during the Vigo expedition, and until the 
regiment had got back to Wicklow in 
^ Ireland, from whence my father fent for 
us. We had poor Joram's lofs fupplied 
during/ our ftay in the Ifle of Wight, by 
the birth of a girl, Anne, born September 
the twenty-third, one thoufand {even hun- 
• dred and nineteen. — This pretty bloflbm 
fell at the age of three years, in the bar- 
racks of Dublin — Ihe was, as I well re- 
member, of a fine delicate frame, not 
made to laft long, as were moft of my fa- 
ther's babes. We embarked for Dublin, 
and had all been caft away by a moft vio- 
lent ftorm, but, through the interceffions 
of my mother, the captain was prevailed 
upon to turn back into Wales, where we 
flayed a month, and ajt length got into 
Dublin, and travelled by land to Wicklow, 
where my father had for ibme weeks given 
us over for loft. — We lived in the bar- 
racks at Wicklow one year (one thoufand 
feven hundred and twenty), whea Devi- 
jehcr (fo called after Colonel Devijeher) 
was born; from thence we decamped to 
ilay half a year with Mr. Featherlcon, a 
clergyman, about feven miles from Wick- 
low, who being a relation of my mother's, 

invited 
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invited us to his parfonage, at Animo. — It 
was in this parifh, during our ftay, that I 
had that wonderful efcapcin falling throueh 
a mill-race whilft the mill was going, and 
of being taken- up unhurt — the ftory is- in- 
credible, but known for truth in all that 
part of Ireland — where hundreds of the 
common peopl? flocked to fee me. — From 
hence we followed the regiment to Dublin^ 
where we lay in the barracks a year. In 
this year, one thoufand feven huiidrcd and 
twenty-one, I learned to wrjte, &c. The 
regiment was ordered in twenty-tw^o to Car- 
rie kfergus, in the north of Ireland ; we all 
decamped, but got no further than Drog- 
heda, thence ordered ^ to Muliengar, forty 
miles weft, where by Providence we ftum- 
bled upon a kind relation, a collateral de- 
fendant from Archbifhop Sterne, who- 
took us all to his caftle, and kindly enter- 
tained us for a year — and fent us to the re- 
giment at Carrickfcrgus, loaded with kind- 
nelTes, &c. — a molt rueful and tedious 
journey had we all, in March, to Carrick. 
fergus, where we arrived in fix or feven 
days — little Devijeher here died; he was 
three years o!d — He had been left behind 
atnurfe at a farm-houfe near Wicklow, 
but was fetch'd to us by my father. The 
fummer after — another child lent to fill 
his place, Sufan; this babe too left us be- 
hind 



[ xviii ] 

hind in this weary journey — The autumn 
of that year, or the fpring afterward (I 
forget which) my father got leave of his 
colonel to fix me at fchool — which he did 
near Hilifax, with an able mafter ; with 
whom. I (laid fome time, till by God's care 
of me, my coufm Sterne, of Elvington, 
became a father to me, and fent me to the 
univerfity, &c. &c. To purfuc the thread 
of our llory, my father^s regiment was 
the year after ordered to Londonderry, 
where another filler was brought forth, 
Catherine, ftill living, but mod unhappily 
eftranged from me by my uncle's wicked- 
nefs, and her own folly — From this ftation 
the regiment was fent to defend Gibraltar, 
at the fiege, where my father was run 
through the body by Captain Phillips, in 
a duel (the quarrel began about a goofe) 
with much difficulty he furvived — tnough 
with a partial conllitution, which was not 
able to withftand the hardftiips it was put 
to — for he was fent to Jamaica, w here he 
foon fell by the country fever, which took 
away his fenfes firft, and made a child of 
him, and then, in a month or two, walk- 
ing about continually without complain- 
ing, till the moment he fat down in an arm 
chair, and breathed his lafl: — which was 
at Port Antonio, on the north of the 
ifland. — My father was a little fmart man 

— adive 



--^a<9:iv6 to the laft d^ee, in all cxcrcife 
— moft patient of fatigue. and difappoint- 
ments, of which it pleafed God to give 
him full meafure — he was in his temper 
fomewhat rapid and hafty — but of a kind- 
ly, fweet difpofition, void of all defign; 
and fo innocent in his own intentions, that 
he fufpedled no one : fo that you might 
havexhcated him ten times in a day, if 
nine had not been fufficient for your pur- 

fofe — my poor father died March, 1 73 1 — 
remained at Halifax till about the latter 
end of that year, and cannot x^mit men- 
tioning this anecdote of ri^yfelf, and fchooL- 
xnafter — He had the cieling of the fchool- 
room new whitewafhed — ^the ladder re- 
mained there — I one unlucky day mounted 
it, and wrote with a brufh, in large capital 
letters, LAU. STERNE, for which the 
ulher fcverely whipped me. My mafter 
was very much hurt at this, and laid, be- 
fore me, that never Ihould that name be 
efi^ced, for I was a boy of genius, and he 
was fure I (hould come to preferment — 
this expreffion made mc forget the ftripes 
I had received. In the year thirty-two* 



♦ He was admitted of Jefus College, in the univerfity of 
Cambridge, 6th July, 1733, under the tuition of Mr. QaaaoD. 
Matriculated agtn March, 1 735. 
Admitted to the degree of B. A. in January, 1736. 
■ M. A. at ^e Comioeiicencat, ly^Q. 
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xtiy coufin fent me to the univerfity, where 
I (laid fome timeu 'Twas there that I com- 
menced a friendfhip with Mr. H . . . 
which has been moft lafting on both fides 
— I then came to York, and my uncle got 
me the living of Sutton — and at York I 
became acquainted with your mother, and" 
courted her for two years — ihe owned flie 
liked m€, but thought herfeff not rich 
enough, or me too poor, to be joined toge- 
ther — (he went to her filler's in S , and 

I wrote to her often — 1 believe then Ihe 
was partly determined to have me, but 
would not fay lo — at her return fhe fell in- 
to a confumption — and one evening that I 
was fitting by her with an almoft: broken 
heart to fee her fo ill, flie faid, " My dear 
Laurey, I can never be yours, for I verily 
believe I have not long to live — but I have 
left you every fliilling of my fortune;" — 
upon that ihe fliewed me her will — this 
generofity overpowered me. It pleafed 
God that (he recovered, and I married hct 
in the year 1741. * My uncle and myfelf 
were tn€;n upon very good terms, for h& 
foon got me the Prebendary of York — but 
he quarrelled with me afterwards, becaufe 



♦ Jaqucfi Sterne, - LL. D. He was Prebendary of Durham, 
Canon Refidentiary, Precentor and Prebendary of York, 
Re£lor of Rife, and Re£lor ofHornfea cum Ritlon, both in 
the £a{l Riding of the county of York, Hedied Jttue.9, ^759. 

I would 
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I would not write paragraphs in the nf wC- 
papers — .though he was a party-man, I was 
not, and dctefted fuch dirty work: think- 
ing it beneath me — from that period, he 
* became my bittereft enemy. By my 
wife's means I got the living ofStillington 
—a friend of her's in the fouth had 
promifed her, that if fhe married a clergy- 
man m Yorlcfhire, whenthe living became 
vacant, he would make her a compliment 
of it. I remained near twenty years at 
Sutton, doing duty at both places — I had 
then very g6od health. Books, f paint- 
ing, fiddling, and Ihooting, were my amufe- 
ments; as to the Squire of the parifh, I 
cannot fay we were upon a very friendly 
footing — but at Stillington, the family of 

the C s iliewed us every kindncfs — 

'twas mod truly agreeable to be within a 
mile and a half of an amiable family, who 
were ever cordial friends. In the year 
1760, I took a houfe at York for your 
mother and yourfelf, and went up to Lon- 
don to publilh X ^y two firft volumes of 



♦ It bath however been infinuated, that be for fome time 
■wrote a periodical trlctlioncering paper at York, in defence of 
the Whig intereft. Monthly Review, vol* 53, p. 344. 

+ A Ipeciinen of Mr. Sterne's abilities in the art of defign- 
yag, may \e feeft Mr. Wodhul's poems, 8v, 1772. 
{ The hrA edition was printed tntheprecedingyearat York. 
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Shandy*. In that year Lord Falconbridge 
prefented me with the curacy of Coxwold 
— a fweet retirement in comparifon of Sut- 
ton. In fixty-two I went to France, be- 
fore the peace was concluded, and you 
both followed me. I left you both in 
France, and in two years after, I went to 
Italy for the recovery of m)r health — and 
when I called upon you, I tried to engage 
your mother to return to England with me, 
— (he t and yourfelf are at length come 

and I have the inexprcffible joy of feeing 

my girl every thing I wiftied her. 

/ have fet down ibe/e particulars relating 
to fny family, and/elf , for my Lidia, in cafe 
hereafter fbe might have a curiqfity, or kinder 
motive to know them. 



* The following is the order in which Mr. Stfrne's publica* 
tions appeared : 

1747. The Cafe of Elijah and the Widowof Zarcphath con- 
fidered: A charity-fermcn preached on Good- Friday, April 
*7» *747» for the fupport of two charity-fchools in York. 

1750. The Abufes of Confcience : Set forth in a fermon 
preached in the cathedral church of St. Peter's, York, at th« 
fummer affizes, before the Hoa. Mr. Baron Clive, and the 
Hbn. Mr. Baron Smythe, on Sunday, July 2^, 1750. 
2759. Vol. 1 and 2, of Triftram Shandy* 

1760. Vol. I and 2, of Sermons. 

1761. Vol. 3 and 4, of Triftram Shandy. 

1762. Vol. 5 and 6 of Triftram Shandy, 
1765. Vol. 7 and 8, of Triftram Shandy« 

1766 Vol. 3 and 4, of Sermons. 

1767 Vol. 9, of Triftram Shandy. 
. J768 The Sentimental Journey. 

The remainder of his works were publiflied after his death. 

f From this paiFage it appears that the prefent account of 
Mr. Sterne's Life and Family WM written about fix months 
only before bis death. 

AS 
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S Mr. Sterne, in the foregoing narra- 
tive, hath brought down the account of 
himfelf until within a few months of his 
death, it remains only to mention that he 
left York about the end of the year 1767, 
and came to London in order to publiih 
^be Sentimental Journey^ which he had writ- 
ten during the preceding fummer at his fa- 
vourite living' at Goxwold. His health had 
been for fome time declining, but he con- 
tinued to vifit his friends, and retained his 
ufual flow of fpirits. In February, 1768, 
he began to perceive the approaches oi 
deaths and with the concern of a good 
man, and the folicitude of an afFe<3:ionatc 
parent, devotefl his attention to the future 
welfare of his daughter. His letters at 
this period refledl lo much credit to his 
charadter, that it is to be lamented fome 
others in the coUedlion are not permitted to 
fee the, light. After a Ihort ftruggle with 
his diforder, hi& debilitated and worn 
out frame fubmitted to fate on the 1 8th 
day of March, 1768, at his lodgings in 
Bond-ftreet. He was buried at the new 
burying-ground, belonging to the parilh 
of St. George, Hanover-fquare, on the 2 2d 
of the fame month, in the moft private 
manner; and hath fince been indebted to 
ftrahgers for a monument very unworthy 

of 
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of his memory ; on which the following 
lines are infcribed : 

** Near to this Place 

Lies the Body of 

The Reverend Laurence Sterne, A, M. 

Died September 13th, 1768,* 

Aged ^^ Years. 
** Jh / molliter oj/a quicfcanU** 

If a found Head, warm Heart, and Bread humane, 
Unfullied Worth, and Soul without a Stain ; 
If mental Powers could ever juftly claim 
The well- won Tribute of immortal Fame, 
Sterne was the Marty who witli gigantic Stride, 
Mowed down luxuriant Follies far and wide. 
Yet what, though kcencft Knowledge of Mankind 
Unfeal'd to him the Springs that move the mind ; 
A?^hat did it coft him ? ridicurd, abus'd. 
By Fools infulted, and by Prudes accusd. 
In his, mild Reader, view thy future Fate, 
Like him defpife, what 'twere a Sin to hate. 

This monumental ftone was credled by 
two brother mafons ; for although he did 
not live to be a member of their focicty, 
yet as his all incomparable performances 
evidently prove him to have adled by rule 
and fquare, they rejoice in this opportunity 
of perpetuating his high and irreproach- 
able character to after ages, 

W. & S." 



* Jit is fcarcely necefTary to obrcrve ibs^t tbk date is erroneoui. 
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BEAUTIES OF STERNE, 



ON WRITING- 

"TT TRITING, when properly managed, (as you 
^ ^ may be fure I think mine is) is but a diffe- 
rent name for converfation. As no one, who knows 
what he is about in good company, would venture 
to talk all ; — fo no author, who underftands the juft 
boundaries of decorum and good-breeding, would 
prefume to think all: The trueft refpe^l which yott 
can pay to the reader's underflanding, is to halve this 
matter anucably, and leave him fomething to imagine^ 
in his turn, as well as yourfelf. 

For my own part, I am eternally paying him 
fompHments of this kind, and do all that lies in my 
power to keep his imagination as bufy as my own. 

B &FECIMBNS 
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SFECIMBNS <yF 

STERNE'S EPISTOLARY WRITING, 

OR, 

FAMILIAR LETTERS. 

TO MY WITTY WIDOW, MRS. F — . 

MADAM, GxivouU, Aug. 3, 1760. 

T X THEN a man's brains are as dry as a fqueez^d 
^ ^ Orange — and he feels he has no more conceit 
in him than a mallet, 'tis in vain to think of littbg 
down, and writing a letter to a lady of your wit, un- 
lefs in the honeft John-Trot-Stile of ^ yours of ihi 
\^th inflant camefafe to handy l£c, which, by the bye, 
looks like a letter of bufmefs; and you know very 
well, from the iirft letter I had the honour to write 
to you, I am a man of no bufinefs at all. This vile 
plight I found my genius in was the reafop I have 

told Mr. , I would not write to you till the next 

poft — hoping by that time to get feme recruit, at le^ft 
of vivacity, if not wit, to fet out with; — but upon 
fecond thoughts, thinking a bad letter in feafon — to 
be better than a good one out of it — this fcrawl is the 
confequence, which, if you will burn the moment 
you get it — I promife to fend you a fine fet efTay in 
the ftyle of your female epiftoliacrs, cut and trim'd 
at all points. — God defend me from fuch, who never 
yet knew what it was to fay or write one premeditated 
word in my whole life — for this reafon I fend you 
with pleafure, becaufe wrote with the carelefs irrc- 

gnhrity 
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gularity of an eafy hcatt.— — Who toW you, Garrick 
wrote the medley for Beard? — 'Twas wrote in hif 
koufe, however^ and before I left town.*— — I deny 
it— I was not loft two days before I left town. --^ I 
was loft all the time I was there, and never found 'tilt 
I got to this Shandy-caftle off mine.— Next winter [. 
intend to fojoum amongft you with more decorum^ 
and vnH neither be loft or found any where. 

Now I wifh to God, I was at your elbow— I havo 
juft finiftied one volume of Shandy, and I want to 
read it to (bme one who I know can tafte and relifh 
hmnoujv— this, by the way, is a little impudent in m* 
—for I take the thing for granted, which their higk 
mighdnefles the world have yet to determine— but I 
mean no fuch thing— I could wifh only to have your 
opinion-*- fhall I, in truth, give you mine? — I dare 
not— but I win ; provided you keep it to yourfelf— 
know then, .that I think there is more laughable 
humour/— with equal degree of Cervantic fatire — ^if 
not more than in the laft—- •but we are bad judges of 
the merit of our children. 

I return you a thoufand thanks for your friendly 
ccHigratidations upon my habitation-r-and I will take 
care, you ftiall never wifh me but well, for I an^ . . 
Maxlam, 

With great cfteem and truth, 

Vour moft obliged, ^ 



^ Lj ST£RNE» 
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P. S. I have wrote this fo vUely and fo precipi- 
tately, I fear you muft carry it to a decyphereiw— 
I beg you'll do me the honour to write — othenvifc 
you draw me in, inflead of Mr. — — drawing you 
into a f crape — for I (hould forrow to have a iafie of 
^ fo agreeable a correfpondent— and no more. 

Adieu. 
To Mr. GARRICK. 

Bathf April 6, 1 765. 

T SCALP you ! — my dear Garrick ! my dear friend ! 
-*• —foul befal the man who hurts a hair of your 
head ! — and fo full was I of that very fentiment, that 
jny letter had not been put into the poft-ofHce ten 
minutes, before my heart fmote me; and I fent to 
jrccal it — ^but failed — You are fadly to blame. Shandy ! 
for this, quoth I, -leaning with my head on my hand, 
as I recriminated upon my falfe delicacy in the affair. 
Garrick's nerves (if he has any left) are as fine and 
delicately fpun as thy own— -his fentiments as honefl 
and friendly — thou knoweft. Shandy, that he loves 
thee — ^why wilt thou hazard him a moment's pain? 
Puppy! fool, coxcomb, jack-afs, &c. &c. — and fol 
balanced the account to your favour, before I received 
it drawn up myour ivay-^l fay yoUr ivay — for it is not 
fiated fo much to your honour and credit, as I had 
pafled the account before-Jfor it was a moft la- 
mentable truth, that I never received one of the 

letters 
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letters your friendfli^) meant me, except whilil m 
Paris. Oh! how I congratulate you for the an- 
xiety the world has, and continues to be under, for 
your return.— Return, return to the few who love 
you, and the thoufands who admire you. — The mo- 
ment you fet your foot upon your ftage — ^mark 1 1 tell 
it you — ^by fome magic, irreiifted power, every fibre - 
about your heart fhall vibrate afre(h, and as fb-ongly 
and feelingly as ever — Nature, with glory at her back« 
will light up tlie torch within you — and there is 
enough of it left, to heat and enlighten the world 
thefe many, many, many years. 

Heaven be praifed ! (I utter it from" my foul) that 
your lady, and my Minerva, is in a condition to walk 
to Windfor — full rapturoufly will I lead the graceful 
pilgrim to the temple, where I will facrifice with 
the pureft incenfe to her — ^but you may worfhip with 
me, or not— 'twill make no difference either in the 
truth or warmth of my devotion — ftill (after all I have ^ 
feen) I (till maintain her peerlefs. 

Powel ! good Heaven ! — give me fome one with 
Icfs fmoke and more fire — There are who, like the 
Pharifees, fKll think they fhall be heard for much 
fpeaking — Come— come away, my dear Garrickj and 
teach us another leflfon. 

Adieu !-— I love you dearly — and your lady better 
—not hobbihorfically — but moft fentimentally and 
affedlionately — for I am yours (that is, if you never 

fay another word about ) with all the fentiments 

•f love and friendfhip you deferve from me, 

B 3 L. STERNE* 
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jar and illiberal call negroes.— The firft part of my 
life was rather unlucky, as I was placed in a family 
who judged ignorance the beft and only fecurity for 
obedience.— A little reading and writing I got by 
unwearied application. —The latter part of my life 
has been,through God's blefling, truly fortunate— hav« 
ing fpent it in the fervice of one of the beft and 
greateft families in the kingdom — my chief pleafure 
has been books — Philanthropy I adore — ^How very 
much, good Sir, am I (amongft millions) indebted to 
you for the charadler of your amiable Uncle Toby !— 
I declare I would walk ten miles in the dog-days, to 
ihake hands with the honeft Corporal. — Your fermons 
have touch'd me to the heart, and I hope have amend- 
ed it, which brings me to the point — In your tenth 
difcourfe, is this paflage — '* Confider how great a part 
of our fpecies in all ages down to this — ^have been trod 
under the feet of cruel and capricious tyrants, who 
would neither hear their cries nor pity their dillreifes. 
— Confider flavery — what it is— how bitter a draught 
—and how many millions are made to drink of it.*'— 
Of all my favourite authors, not one has drawn a tear 
in favour of my miferable black brethren — excepting 
yourfelf, and the humane author of Sir Geo. Ellifon. 
—I think you will forgive me ; I am fure you will ap- 
plaud me for befeeching you to give one half-hour*t 
attention to flavery, as it is this day pradlifed in 
our Weft-Indies.— That fubjedl handled in your 
ftriking manner would eafe the yoke (perhaps) of 
many— but if only of one— gracious God ! what a 

feaft 
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feail for a benevolent heart ! and fure I am» you ai« 
an epicurean in afts of charity. — You who are univer- 
fally read, and as univerfal]y admired-«-you could not 
fail.— -Dear Sir, think in me you behold the uplifted 
hands of thoufands of my brother Moors. Grief (you 
pathetically obferve) , is eloquent : figure to yourfelf 
their attitudes ; hear their fupplicating addreifes ! 
alas! you cannot refufe. — ^Humanity muft comply- 
in which hope I beg permiiiion to fubfcribe myfelf^ ' 

Reverend Sir,'&c« 

I. S. 

i 

From Mr. STERNE to IGNATIUS SANCHO* 

Coxtuou/d, July a 6, 17 66* 

T^HERE is a ftrange coincidence, Sancho, lit 
-*- the. little events (as well as in the great ones) of 
this world : for I had been writing a tender tale of the 
forrowsof a friendlefs poor negro-girl, and my eyes had 
fcarce done fmarting with it,, when your letter of re^ 
commendation, in behalf of £0 many of her brethren 
and Hikers, came to me — but why her brethren f or 
yours, SanchoF any more than mine I It is by the 
finefl tints and moft infenfible gradlstions, that nature 
defcends from the faireft face about St. James's, to the 
footiefl complexion in Africa :— -at which tint of thefe 
is it, that the ties of blood are to ceafe ?— and how^ 
many (hades muft we defcend lower (till in the fcale^ 
ere mercy is to vaniih with them ? But 'tis no un- 

fi £ common 



tfffiitton tHuig> my good^anchoi (6r one htlF of tfie 
world to ufe the other half of it like brutes, and then 
endeavour to make 'em fo.-^For my own part I never 
look ijotft^uard (when I am in a penfive mood at leaft); 
but I think of the burthens whkh our brothers and fif^ 
Hers are ^i^rrcarrying> and could I eafe their fhouK 
ders from one ounce of them, I declare I would fi% 
#ut this hour upon a pilgrisiage tx> Mecca for their 
fakes— which by the bye, Sunch^i exceeds your walk 
of ten mBes in about the fame proportion that a vifit of 

humanity (hould one of mere ioxfn. ^However if you; 

jlieant my Uncle Toby, more he is your debtor. If 
I can weave the tale I have wrote into the work I am 
about— ''tis at the fervice of the afflifte^ — ^and a mutlt 
greater matter ; for in ferijus truth, it cafts a fad Ihade- 
upon the world, that fo great a part of it are> and have 
1»een fb long boimd in chains> of darknefs, and in* 
chains of mifery r and I cannot but both refpeft and* 
felicitate you, that by fo much laudable diligence yott. 
have broke the one-^and tkat by falling into the han& 
of fo gr^at and merciful a family. Providence has ref* 
cued you from- the other. 

And fo, good-hearted SancBo, adieu. ! and believe 
mcy I will not forget your ktter. 

Yours, 

I 



To E L L 2 A. , 

MY DEAR ELIZA ! * 

IB E G A N a new jpurnai this . morning ; yoti^ 
(hall fee it; for if I live not till you return td 
England, I will leave it you as a legacy. 'Tis a for- 
rowful page ; but I will write cheerful ones ; and could: 
1 write letters to thee, they fliould be cheerful ones 
too : but few, I fear, will reach thee ! However, de- 
pend upon receiving fomething of the kind by every. 
N poft; till when thou wavefl tky hand, and bid 'ft me 
write no more. 

Tell me how you are ; and what fort of fortitude 
Heaven infpires you with. How are you accommodate 
cd, my dear? Is all right? Scribble away, any. 
thing, and every thing to me. Depend upon feeing me» 
91 Deal, with the James's, ihould you be detained, 
there by contrary winds.— Indeed, Eliza, I ihould 
with pleafure fly to yx)u, cQuld I be the means of ren*v 
dering you any lervice, op doing you any kindnefs*. 
Gracious and merciful God. ! coniider the anguiih of. 
a> poor girl 1 — Strengthen and preferve her in all the 
ihocks her frame muil be expofed to. She is now. 
without a protestor, but thee 1 Save her from all ac-> 
cidents of a dangerous element, and give her comfort, 
at the lail.. 

B 6 My 

* This Lac|y*S' name was Draper, wife of Daniel Draper, Zi^; 




My prayer, Eliza, I hope, is heard ; for the iky feems 
- to fmile upon me, as I look up to it. I am jufl re- 
turned from our dear Mrs. James's, where I have been 

talking of thee for three hours, She has got your 

pidlure, and likes it : but Marriot, and fome other 
judges, agree that mine is the better, and expreffive of 
a fweeter charadler, but what is that to the original ? yet 
I acknowledge that hers is api^ure for the world, and 
mine is calculated only to pleafe a very fincere friend, 
or fcntimental philofopher.— ^In the one, you are 
dreiTed in fmiles, and with all the advantages of filks, 
pearls, and ermine ; — ^in the other, fimple as a veflal, 
appearing the good girl nature made you I — which, to 
me, conveys an idea of more unaffedted fweetnefs, than 
Mrs. Draper, habited for conquefl, in a birth-day fuit> 
with her countenance animated, and her dimples vi* 
Able.— —If I remember right, Eliza*, you endeavoured 
to coUeft every charm of your perfon into your face, 
with more than common care, the day you fat for Mrs. 
James — Your colour, too, brightened; and your eyes 
ihone with more than ufual brilliancy* I then requeft- 
cd you to come fimply and imadomed when you fat for 
me— knowing (as I fee with unprejudiced eyes) that 
you could receive no addition from the filk-worm's 
aid, or jeweller's polifh. Let me now tell you a trutlp^ 
which, I believe, I have uttered before,— When I 
iirft faw you, I beheld you as an objeft of compaffion, 
and as a very jJlain woman* The mode of your drefs^ 
(though fafhionable) disfigured you. But nothing 
now could render you fach« but the being folicitous to 

make 
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make yourfelf admired as a handfome one.— Yofi 
are not handfome, Eliza, nor is yours a face that will 
pleafe the tenth part of your beholders— but are fome- 
thing more ; for I fcri^lc not to tell you, I never faw 
fo intelligent, fo animated, fo good a countenance $ 
nor was there (nor ever will be) that man of fenfe, 
tendemefs, and feeling, in your company three hourSf 
that was not (or will not be) your admirer, or friend^ 
in confequence of it ; that is, if you aflfume, or alTum- 
ed, no character foreign to your own, but appeared 
the artlefs being nature defigned you for.- A fome- 
thing in your eyes and voice, you poiTefs in a degree 
more perfuaiiv^ than any woman I ever faw, read, or 
heard of. But it is that bewitching fort of namelefs ex- 
cellence, that men of nice fenfibility alone can be 
touched with. 

Were your hufband in England, I would freely 
give five hundred pounds (if money could purchafe 
the acquifition) to let you only fit by me two hours 
in a day, while I wrote my Sentimental Journey. I 
am Aire the work would feU fo much the better for it» 
that I ihould b$ reimburfed the fum more than feven 
times told.— I would not give nine pence for the pic- 
-ture of you, the Newnhams have got executed— It ia 
the refemhlance of a conceited, made-up coquet. Your 
eyes, and the Aape of your face (the latter the mofl 
perfedoval I ever faw) which are perfedions that muil 
(hike the mod indifferent judge, becaufe they are equal 
to any of God's works in a fimilar way, and finer than 
any I beheld in all my travels^ are manifefUy injured by 

thf 



*e affcfted lecf of th« ©n^, and ftfaflge appearance oT 
the other ; owing to the attitude of the head, which is 
a proof of the artift's, or your friend's falfe taile. The 
•##*>s who verify the chara£l:r I once gave ofteaz^ 
ing, or flicking like pitch, or birdUme, fent a card, 
thai they would wait on Mfs. •••• on Friday. — She 
iSent back, (he was engaged.— Then to meet at Rane^ 
tagh» to-night.— She ai.fwer; d, (he did not go,—-* 
She fays, if (he afiuws the leaft footing, (he never (hall 
#ed rid of the acquai^itance ; which (he is re(blved to 
drop at once. She knows they are not her friends,, no^ 
jf^iirs ; and the firft trfe they would make of being with 
Icr,^ would be to facrifice you to her (if they could) a 
Ibcond time^ Let her not then ; let her not, my dear^, 
be a greater friend to thee, than thou att to thyfelf.. 
She begs I will reiterate my requeft to you, that yoii* 
wifl not write to thetir. It will give her, and thy 
Bramin, inexpfeRible pain. Be affured, all this is not 
Without reafbn on her (ide»^ I have my reafona toe ; 
Ae firft of which is, that I (hould grieve to exceft, il 
lliza wanted thkt fortitude her Yorick has buik ia 
Kgh upon. 1 faid I neyer more wouid mention the 
flame to thee ; and had I nOt received it, a» a kmd oi 
Aarge, fr6m a dear womaft tha« love*, you, I ihould 
not have broke my. wof d. 1 mil wwte agam to-mor*. 
fbw to thee, thou be(f and moft endearing of girls ^ At 
peaceful night to thee. My fyki/^ v^ be with theci 
litiQugh every watekef iu 
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To THB SAME.. 

WT DEAREST BLIZaT 

H ! I grieve for your cabin.— —And the fre(&: 
painting will be enough to deftroy every nerve* 
about thee. Nothing fo pernicious as white lead.. 
Take care of yourfelf, dear girl ; and fleep not in it 
too foon. it will be enough to give you a ftroke oJF 
';m epilepfy. I hope you will have left the Ihip ; and. , 
that my Letters may meet, and greet you,, as you get 

out of your poft-chaife, at Deal. When you have 

got them all, put them my dear, into fome ord^r.— ~ 
The firft eight or nine are numbered : but I wrote the 
reft without that diredion to thee ; but thou wilt find 
them out,, by the day or hour, which, 1 hope, I have- 
Generally prefixed to them. When they are got toge- 
ther > in chronological order, few them together in a. 
f;over. I truft they will be a perpetual refuge to thee^. 
from time to time ; and that thou wilt (when weary o(( 
fb(ds>.anduninterefting difcourfis) retire^^and converge 
An hovtr with them, and me. 

_ I have not had power, or the heart, to aim: at cnli^^ 
jBcning any one of them, with a fingle ftroke of wit 
oar humour ; but they contain fom^ thing better ; and 
what you will feel more fuited ^o your fituation-— a 
long detail of much advice,, truth, and knowledge.. 
I hope, too,, you will perceive loofe touches of am 
honeft heart, in every one of them; which ipeak. 
more than the moft ftudied periods ; and will givr 
thee more ground of truft and confidence upon Yo-^ 

rjc kg,. 
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rick, than all that laboured eloquence could Aipply. 
"Lean then thy whole weight, Eliza, upon them and 
upon me% "May poverty, diflrefs, anguifh, and 
fliame, be my portion, if ever 1 give thee reafon to 
repent the knowledge of me ! ''—With this afieve- 
ration, made in the prefence of a jufl God, I pray to 
him, that fo it may fpeed me, as I deal candidly, and 
honourably with thee ! I would not miflead thee, 
Eliza ; I would not injure thee, in the opinion of a 
fingle individual, for the richell crown the proudeft 
monarch wears. 

Remember, that while I have life and power, 
whatever is mine, you may llyle, and think yours ■ 
Though forry (hould I be, if ever my fricndfhip was 
put to the teft thus, for your own dehcacy's fake.— 
Money and counters are of equal ufe in my opinion ; 
they both ferve to fet up with. 

I hope you will anfwer me this letter, but if thou 
art debarred by the elements, which hurry thee away> 
I will write one for thee ; and knowing it is fucK a 
one as thou would*fl: have written, I will regard it as 
my Eliza's. 

Honour, and happinefs,. and health, and comforts 
of every kind, fail along with thee, thou moll worthy 
of girls t I will Hve for thee; ai\d my Lydia— be rich 
for the children of my heart — gain wifdom, gain 
fame, and happinefs, to (hare witPi them— with thee— 
and her in my old age. — Once for all, adieu. Pre- 
ferve thy life i ileadily purfue the ends we propofed 5 
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and let nothing rob thee of thofe powers Heaven hai 
given thee for thy well-being. 

What can I add more, in the agitation of mind I 
am in, and within five minutes of the laH poilman*s 
bell, but reconmiend thee to Heaven, and recommend 
myfelf to Heaven with thee, in the fame fervent (eja- 
culation, *' that we may be happy, and meet again : 
if not in this world, in the next." — Adieu.— I am 
thine, Eliza> affectionately, and everlaftingly. 

YORICK. 



THE PRECEPTOR. 

YOU fee 'tis high time, faid my father, addrelCng 
himfelf equally to my uncle To6y and Torici^to 
take this yoimg creature out of thefe women's hands* 
and put him into thofe of a private governor. 

Now as I coniider the perfon who is to be about 
my fon, as the mirror in which he is to view him- 
felf from morning to night, and by which he is to 
adjufl his- looks, his carriage, and perhaps tfie inmoft 
fentiments of his heart; — I would have one, 21?- 
rickt if poffible, pdifhed at all points, fit for my 
child to look into. 

There is, continued my father, a certain mien and 
motion of the body and all its parts, both in acting 
and fpeaking, which argues a man well ixjithin. There 
are a thoufand unnoticed openings, continued my 
father, which let a penetrating eye at once into a 

. man'-s 
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inaa^s foul; and I maintain It, added he, that a man 
of fenfe does not lay down his hat in coming into a 
jroom,— or take it up in going out of it, but fomething 
efcapcs, which difcovers him . 

I will have him, continued my father, chcerfuU 
facetc, jovial ; at the fame time, prudent, attentive 
to bufinefs, vigilant, acute, argute, inventive, quick 
in refolving doubts and fpeculative quefHons ; — ^he 
fliall be wife and judicious, and learned :— And 
why not humble, and moderate, and gentle tem- 
pered, and good ? faid Torick : — And why not, cried 
my uncle Tohy^ free, and generous, and bountiful^ 
and brave ?— He Ihall, my dear Tohyy cried my fa- 
ther, getting up and fhaking him by his hand,—* 
Then, brother Shandy ^ anfwered my uncle Tohy^ 
raifing himfelf off the chair, and laying down his 
pipe to take hold of my father's other hand— I 
humbly beg I may recommend poor Le Fevre*s fon 
to you ; — a tear of joy of the firft water fparkled ia 
my uncle Tohy^s eye,— and another, the fellow to it> 
in the Corporal's, as the proportion was made;— 
you will fee why, when you read Le Fetjre^s ftory, 

THE STORY OF LE FEVRE. 

TT was fomc time in the funmier of that year in 
"** which Dendermond was taken by the Allies ;, 
when my uncle Toby was one evening getting his 
fupper, with Trim fitting behind him alt a fmall fide- 
board,— J fay fitting— for in confideradon of the Cor- 
poral's 
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poral's lame knee (which fometimes gave him exqui- 
fite pain) — when wy uncle Toby dined or fupped 
alone he would never fufFer the Corporal to iland ; 
and the poor fellow's veneration was Aich, that with 
a prpper artillery, my uncle Toby could have taken 
Dendermond itfelf, with lefs trouble than he was abl^ 
to gain this point over him ; for many a time when 
my uncle Toby fuppofed the Corporal's leg was at 
reft, he would look back, and detedl him landing 
behind him with the moft dutiful refped : this bred 
more little fquabbles betwixt them, than all other' 
caufes for five and twenty years together— But this 
19 neither here nor there— -—why do I mention it ?■■■■ * 
Afk my pen,-^t governs me,— I govern not it. 

He was one evening fitting thus at fupper, when the 
landlord of a little inn in the village came into the 
parlour with an empty phial in his hand, to beg a 
glafs or two of fack ; 'Tis for a poor gentleman,— I 
think of the army, faid the landlord, who has beea 
taken ill at my houfe four days ago, and has never 
held up his head fince, or had a defire to tafte any 
thing, 'till juft now, that he has a fancy for a glafs of 
(ack and a thin toaft : ■ ' * Ithinky*^ fays he, taking hii 
hand from his forehead, *' it luould comfort me.'^ ■ ■ 

—If I could neither beg, borrow, or buy fuch a 
Ail gt-^-added the landlord ,-*^I would almoft fteal it 
|br the poor gentleman, he is ^ ill— »I hope in God 
ke will ftiil mend, continued hc m ' w e are ail of us con«- 
tcmcd ix>x him^ 

Thott 
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Thou art a good-natured foul, I wDl anfwer fat 
thee, cried my uncle Tohy ; and thou (halt drink the 
poor gentleman's health in a glafs of fack thyfelf,— 
and take a couple of bottles with my fervice, and tell 
him he is heartily welcome to them, and to a dozen 
more if they will do him good. 

Though I am perfuaded, faid my uncle Tohy^ as the 
landlord (hut the door, he is a very compaflionate 
fellow — Trim, — ^yet I cannot help entertaining a high 
opinion of his gueft too ; there muft be fomething 
more than common in him, that in fo (hort a time 
fliould win fo much upon the a(fe(^ons of his hoft : 
*— And of has whole family, added the Corporal, for 

they are all concerned for him. Step after him, faid 

my uncle Ti^)'*— do. Trim, and afk if he knows hi« 
*iame. 

—I have quite forgot it, truly, faid the landlord, 
coming back into the parlour with the Corporal, 
i>ut I can a(k his fon again.... H as he a fon with him 
then ? faid my uncle Tofy, — A boy, replied the land- 
lord, of about eleven or twelve years of age ; but 

the poor creature has tafted almod as little as his fa- 
ther ; he does nothing but mourn and lament for him 
■night and day :— He has not (lirred from the bed-fide 
thefe two days. 

My uncle Toiy laid down his knife and fork, and 
thruft hi& plate from before him, as the landlord gave 
liim the account ; and Trim, without being ordered, 
took away, without faying one word ; and in a few mi- 
ttute« after brought him his pipe and tobacco. 

Trimt 
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Trim ! faxd my uncle T^by, I have a projeft in m)i 
head« as it is a bad nighty of wrapping myfelf up warm 
in my roquelaure^ and pa}ring a viiit to this poor 
gentleman.— Your honour's roquelaure, replied the 
Corporal> has not once been on, fmce the night be- 
fore your honour received your wound, when we 
mounted guard in the trenches before the gate of St. 
Nicholas and befides, it is fo cold and rainy a 

aight, that what with the roquelaure, and what with 
the weathef , it will be enough to give your honour 
your death,, and bring on your honour's torment in 
your groin. I fear fo, replied my uncle Toby ; but I 
am not at reft in my mind, Tr/w, fmce the account 
the landlord has given me.- I wifh I had not known 
fo much of this affair,— added my uncle 7i?^,— or 
that I had known more of it :— — How ihall we ma- 
nage it ? Leave it, an't pleafe your honour, to me, 
quoth the Corporal ; — I'll take my hat and ftick, and 
go to the houfe and reconnoitre, and adl accordingly ; 
and I will bring your honour a full account in an 
hour. — ^Thou fhalt go, 7r/Vw, faid my uncle Toby, 
and here's a fhilling for thee to drink with his fervant. 
—I ftiall get it all out of him, faid the Corporal, fhut- 
|ing the door. 

/ It was not till my uncle Toby had knocked the afhes 
out of his third pipe, that Corporal Trim returned 
from the inn, and gave him the following account. 

I defpaired, at firft, faid the Corporal, of being 
able to bring back your honour any intelligence con- 
cerning the poor lick Lieutenan t i I s he in the army, 

then I 
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tTien ? laid my lincle Toby — ^he is, faid the Corporal— 
And in what regiment ? faid my uncle 7i?fy— I'll tell 
your honour, replied the Corporal, every thing 
ftraight forward, as I learnt it— Then, fnVw, I will 
£11 another pipe, faid my uncle Tohy, and not interrupt 
thee tin thou haft done ; fo fit down at thy eafe, Trim^ 
in the window- feat, and begin thy ftory again. The 
Corporal made kis old bow, which generally fyckt 
as plain as a bow could fpeak it — Tour honour is good: 
And having done that, he fat down, as he was or- 
dered, — and began the ftory to my uncle Tohy over - 
again, in pretty near the fame words, ^ 

I defpaired at firft, faid the Corporal, of being able 
to bring back any intelligence to your honour, about 
the Lieutenant and his fon ; for when I aflced where 
his fervant was, from whom I made myfelf fure of 
knowing every tMng which was proper to be aiked> 
—That's a right diftinftion, Trim, faid my uncle Toi>^ 
—I was anfwered, an' pleafe your honour, that he 
liad no fervant with him ;— that he had come to the 
inn with hired horfes, which, finding himfelf unable 
to proceed (to join, I fuppofe, the regiment), he 
had difhuiTed the morning after he came.--— If I get 
better, my dear*, faid he, as he gave his purfe to his 
ion to pay the many— we can hire horfes from hence. 
•«— But, alas! the poor gentleman will never get from 
hence, faid the landlady to me,-^fbr I heard the 
death-watch all night long ;-~and when he dies, the 
youth, his fon, will certainly die with him; for he i« 
broken hearted already* 

Iwai 
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I was hearing this account^ contmued theiCorporaU 
when the youth came into the kitchen^ to order the 
/ thin toaft the landlord- fpoke of;— but I will do it for 
my father myfelf, faid the youth. — Pr^ let me fave 
you the trouble, young gentleman, faid I, taking up 
a fork for the purpofe, and offering him my chair to 
fit down upon by the fire, whilfl I did it. — I believe. 
Sir, (aid he, very modeftly, I can pkafe him belt 
myfelf. — I am fure, faid I, his honour will not like 
the tjaft the worfe for being toailed by an oW foldier. 
—The youth took hold of my hand, and inilantly 
burll into tears. — Poor youth! faid my uncle Toly, 
— ^e lias been bred up an infant in the army, and the 
name of a foldier^ Trim, founded in his ears like the 
name of a friend ; — I wi(h I had him here. 

—I never in the longeft march, faid the Corporal, 
had fo great a mind to my dinner, as I had to cry 
with him for company : — ^What could be the matter 
with me, an' pleafe your honour? Nothing in the 
world. Trim, faid my uncle To&y, blowing his nofe,— . 
but that thou art a good-natured fellow. 

When I gave him the toaft, continued the Cor- 
poral, I thought it was proper to tell him I was Cap- 
tain Shandy^s fervant, and that your honour (though « 
Granger) N was extremely 'orry for his father; — and 
that if there was any thing in your houfe or cellar— 
(and thou might'ft have added my purfe too, faid 
my uncle 7o^,)— rhe was heartily welcome to it^ — ^He 
made a very low bow (which, was meant to your 
honour,) but no an£iver,— for his heart was fum-fb 

he 
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he went up ftairs with the toaft; — T warrant you, my 
dear, faid I, as I opened the kitchen door, your father 
will be well again, — Mr. Torickh curate was fmoaldng 
« pipe by the kitchen fire, — ^but faid not a word good 
nor bad to comfort the youth. — I thought it wrong, 
added' the Corporal — I think fo too, faid my uncle 

When the Lieutenant had taken his glafs of fack 
and toaft, he felt himfelf a little >revived, and . fent 
into the kitchen, to let me know, that in about ten 
minutes he (hould be glad if I would ftep up flairs. 
•—I believe, faid the landlord, he is going to fay his 
prayers, — for there was a book laid upon the chair by 
his bed-fide, and as I fhut the doer> I faw his fon 
take up a culhion.-^— 

I thought, faid the curate, that you gentlemen of 
the army, Mr. 7r//», never faid your prayers at all.— 
I heard the poor gentleman fay his prayers laft night, 
. faid the landlady, very devoutly, and with my own 
cars, or I could not have believed it— Are you furc 
of it? replied the curate. — A foldier, an* pleafe your 
reverence, faid I, prays as often (of his own , ac- 
cord) as a parfon ;— and when he is fighting for his 
king, and for his life, and for his honour too ; he has 
the moft reafon to pray to God, of any one in the 
whole world. — 'Twas well faid of thee. Trim, faid my 
nncle Toby. — ^But when a foldier, faid I, an' pleaft 
your reverence, has been ftanding for twelve hours 
together in the trenches, up to his knees in cold water, 
engaged^ faid I> for months together in bng and 

dangerous 
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dangerous marchas ; harafled, perhaps, in his rear t6- 

day; — haraffing others to-morrow ;^-dctached here; 

—countermanded there ; — refting this night out upon 

his arms ; beat up in his (hirt the next ; benumbed ' 

in his joints; — ^perhaps without draw in his tent to 
kneel on ; muft fay his prayers hcnv and nvhen he can, 

1 believe, faid I, — (for I was piqued, quoth the 

Corporal, for the reputation of the army) I believe, 
an' pleafe your reverence, faid I, that when a foldicr 

gets time to pray, he prays as heartily as a par- 

fon, ^though not with all bis fufs and hypocrify. 

Thou -fhouldft not have faid that. Trim, faid my uncle 

Toby, for God only kriows who is a hypocrite,' 

and who is not : — At the great and general review of 
us all. Corporal, at the day of judgment, (and not ' 
till then) — it will be feen who have done their duties 
in this world, — and who have not ; and we (hall be 
advanced. Trim, accordingly, — I hope we Ihall, faid 
Trim. — ^It is in the Scripture, faid my uncle Toby ; and 

I will (hew it thee to-morrow : In the mean time 

we may depend upon it. Trim, for our comfort, faid " 
my uncle Toby, that God Almighty is fo good and 
jttft a governor of the world, that if we have but done 
our duties in it, — it will never be inquired into, whe- 
ther we have done them in a red coat or a black one: — I 
hope not, (aid the Corporal. — But go on. Trim, faid my 
uncle Tfl/^^, with the ftory. 

Wien I went up, contbucd the Corporal, into* 
the Lieutenant's room, which I did not do 'till the 

expiration of the ten minutes, -he was lying in hi» 

C ' bed. 
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bed, with his head railed upon his hand, with hit 
elbow upon the pillow, and a clean white handker- 
chief befidc it : — The youth was juft (looping down 
to take up the cufhion, upon which I fuppofed he 

had been kneeling; the book was laid upon the 

bed ; — and as he rofe, in taking up the culhion with 
one hand, he reached out his other to take it away at the 
fame time. Let it remain there, my dear, faid the 
Lieutenant. 

§ 

He did not offer to fpeak to me, till I had walked 
up clofe to his bed-fide ; If you are Captain Shaudy% 
fervant, faid he, you muft prcfent my thanks to your 
mailer, with my little bey's along with them, for his 
courtefy to me ; — if he. was oi Le*vens — faid the Lieu- 
tenant, 1 told him your honour was.-;— Then, faid 

he, I ferved three campaigns with him in F landers , 

and remember him,- but 'tis moft likely, as I had 

not the honour of any acquaintance with him, that 
he knows nothing of me. You wiU tell him, how- 
ever, that the perfon his good nature has laid under 
obligations to him, is one Ls Fcvre, a Lieutenant in 
Angus ^ — but he knows me not, — faid he, a fecond 
time, mufing ; — pofllbly he may my llory, — added he, 
p ray tell the Captain, I was the Enfign at Breda, 
whofe wife was mod unfortunately killed with a 

znuiket fhot, as (he lay in my arms in my tent. 1 

itmember the (lory, an't pleafe your honour, faid I, 

Yery well. Do you fo ? faid he, wiping his eyts 

widx his handkerchief; then well may L ^In 

bf)pg thisj he drew a little ring out of his bofom* 
.:Y' which 
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winch ieemed tied with a black riband about hit 
acck, and kifs*d it twice — Here, Biify, faid "he, — the 
boy flew acroft the room to die bed-fide,, su^d falling 
down upon his knee, took the ring in his hand, and" 
kifs'd it too, — thenki&'d hit father, and fat down upon 
the bed and wepL 

I wifh, (aid my uncle 7«^, with a deep figh, — I wilh. 
Trim, I was afleep. 

Your honour, replied the Corporal, is too much con* 
cented ;*— (hall I pour your honour out a glafs of fiick 
€0 your pipe ? Do, Tn'my faid my uncle Tofy* 

I remember, (aid my unde Tofy, fighing again, the 
ftory of the Edign and his wife, — and panicularljt 
wefl, that lie, as wdl as (he, upon fome account or 
other (I forget what), was univerfidly pitied by the 
whole regiment ; but finiih the ilory thou art upon : 

"lis finifhed already, faid the Corporal, — for I 

could ftay no longer, fo wifhed his honour a good 

»ight ; young.Z> Frure rofefrom off the bed, and faw me 
to die bottom of theftairs ; and as we went down toge* 
ther, told me, they hadcome from Ire/and, and were on 
their route to join their regiment in Flandrrs, But alas! 
£ud the Corporal, — ^the Lieutenant's lail day's march if 
over. — Then what is tc^ become of his poor boy ? cried 
my uncle Toby. . 

It was to my uncle Tohy% eternal honour, that he 
fct afide every other concern, and only confidered how 
he himfdf (hould relieve the poor Lieutenant and his 

C e That 
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That kind being, who is a friend to the friend Icfir, 
fliull rccoinpence thee for this ! 

Thou haft left this matter fhort, faid my uncle Tohyf 
to the Corporal, as he was putting him to bed, — and 
1 will tell thee in what. Trim — In the firft place, when 
thou madcft an offer of my fcrviccs to Le Frvrty — as ■ 
iicknefs and travelling are both expcnfive, and thou 
knoweft he was but a poor Lieutenant, with a fon to 
fubfift as well as himfelf out of his pay, — ^that thou 
didft not make an offer to him of my purfe ; becaufe, 
had he flood in need, thou knoweft, Tr/'/w, he had been 
as welcome to it as myfelf. — Your honour knows, faid 
the Corporal, I had no orders. — True, quoth my uncle ^ 
Tohyy — thou didft very right, Trinty as a foldier, — ^but 
certainly very wrong as a man. 

In the fecond place, for which, indeed, thou haft the 
fame excufe, continued my uncle Tohj^ — when thou . 
offeredft him whatever was in my hoiife, — thou ihouldft ^ 
have offered him my houfe too : — A lick brother officer 
fliould have the beft quarters, Trim ; and if we had him 
with us, — we could tend and look to him : — ^Thou art 
an excellent nurfe thyfclf, Trifn\ and what with thy 
care of him, and the old woman's, his boy's, and mine 
together, we might recruit him again at once^ and fet . 

liim upon his legs. 

—In a fortnight or three weeks, added my uncle 

Tohyy fmiling, he might march. He will ricvcr 

march, an't pleafe your honour, in this world, faid 
the Corporal: — He will march, faid my uncle TJtf»\ 
liling up from the fide of the bed^ with one (hoe 

ofF^- 
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cfF: — A n't pleafe your honour, faid the Corporul, lie 
will never march, but to his grave : — He ihall maixh, 
cried my uncjo Toi^j, marching the foot which had a 
lh(ie on, thou^li without advancing rn i>'iCli, — he Cnc.il 

march to his rc^^Imvnt. He cnnnot nand it, faid 

the Corporal : He fMali he rL'i:}H)n.od, faid my uncle 

To!fy : — Heil dropcc hii'l, faid the Corporal, an.l \\hat 
will bccon^.e of Lis boy ? — Me (hall not drop, faid my 
uncle Tof^\ fiiralv. A-well-a'dav — do v. hat \vc c:.n for 
him, faid 7r/.v;, nuiinraining his point, — the po.;r foul 
will die. He frail not die, by G— , ciied niy ur.cic 

— The ACCUSING SPIRIT, which flew cp to lici- 
ven's chancery with the oath, blulh'd as he gave it in, — 
ani the recording a kg el, as he wrote it down, 
dropped a tear upon the word, and blotted it out for 
ever- 

My uncle Toby went to his bureau, put his 

pnrle into his breeches pocket, and having ordered the 
Corporal to go eftrly in the morning for a phyfician, — 
he went to bed, and fell afleep. 

The fun looked bright, the morning after, to every 
eye in the village but Lf Frvrc's and his afflicted fon's ; 

the hand of death prefs'd heavy on his eye-lids, 

and hardly could the wheel at the ciftem turn round 
it*s circlo, — when my uncle Tofy, who had rofe up an hour 
before his wonted time, entered the Lieutenant's room, 
and without preface or apology, fat himfelf down upon 
the chair by the bed-fide, and independently of all modes 
and cuftoms, opened the curtain in the iranner an old 

C 3 friend 
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friend and brother officer would have done it» and a&ci J 
kim how he did^ — ^how he had refted in the mght^-».4 

what was his complaint, where was his painj,^-«J 

and what he could do to help him ? and withoal ' 

giving him time to anfw cr any one of the inquiries, went ', 
on and told him of the little plan wliichhehadbeen coii«!J 
certing with the Corporal the night before for him.*— * 

You fhall go home dircclly, Le Fcvrcy faid mf 

uncle looj, to my houfc, and we'll fend fpr a doAor'. \ 

to fee what's the matter, and we'll have an apothe-^ 3 

cary, and the Corjx)ral Ihall be your nurfe ; anAj 

I'll be vour fcr\ ant, Le Fovrr, 

There w as a franknefs in my uncle Tohy^* n ot tbt^^ 

efe^i of familiarity, but the cau/e of it, — ^which te" 

you at once into his foul, and fhewcd you the goodnefif '^ 
of his nature : to this, tlierc was fomcthing in his looioi^ 
and voice, and manner, fuperadded, which etenulJ^J 
beckoned to the unfortunate to come and to 
iliehcr under him; fo that before my uncle STiAf 
had half finifhed the kind oficrs he was making to tht 
father, had the fon infenfibly prefled up clofe to kii/ 
knees, and had taken hold of the bread of his coat, 
was pulling it towards him.— The blood and fpiritsof:' 
Le Fevrc, w hich were waxing cold, and were retieatiiif 

to their laft citadel, the heart, — rallied back ; die 

film forfook his eyes for a moment ; he looked 

wiihfully in my uncle Tobys face, — then call a lookapooi.; 

his boy, and that Uganufit^ fine as it was, was never 

broken. 

Nature inftantly cbb'd again,— —the fihn returned 

ta 







i».y*r AJiw.^, ,H rut 1 



( 31 ) 

to its place, the palfe flattered-^ftopp'd— Went on 

— throbb'd — ^ftopp'd again — ^xnoYcd — ftopp'd — fhall I go 
on? — No. 

All that is neceflary to be added is as follows— 

That my uncle Toby^ with young Le Frvre in hisi 
hand, attended the poor Lieutenant, as chief mournen^ 
to his grave. 

When my uncle Toby had turned every thing into 
money, and fettled all accounts betwixt the agent of 
the regiment and Le Fe^re^ and betwixt Le Fevre and 

all mankind, ^there remained nothing more in my 

nncle Tohy\ hands, than an old regimental coat and 
a fword ; fo that my uncle Tohy found little oppofitioa 
from the world, in taking adminiftration. Theco;it 
my uncle Tohy gave the Corporal : — ^Wear it Tixw, faid 
my uncle Toby^ as long as it will hold together, for the 
fake of the poor Lieutenant — And this faid my undo 
Tohyy taking up the fword in his hand, and drawing it 
out of the fcabbard as he fpoke — and this, Le Fevre, 1*11 

fave for thee 'tis all the fortune, my dear Le Fevre^ 

which God has left thee ; but if he has given thee a 

heart to fight thy way with it in the world, and 

thou dDcft it like a man of honour, 'tis enough fof 

ur. 

As foon as my uncle Tohy had laid a foundation, 
he fent him to a public fchool, where, except Whit- 
funridc and Chriftmas, at which times the Corporal 

was punctually difpatched for him, he remained to 

the ' fpriiig of the year, feventeen ; when the llorie* 
of the Emperor's fending his army *into Hungary 

C 4. againfl 
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. sgainft thfe Terks, kindling a fpark of fire in his bofom, 
htlcft his Greek and Latin without leave, and throw- 
ing himfelf upon his knees before my uncle Tchy, beg- 
ged his father's fword, and my uncle Tobys leave along 

with it, to go and try his fortune under Eugene. ■ 

Twice did my uncle Toby forget his wound, and cry 
out, Le FiTjre! I will go with thee, and tliou (halt 
fight befide me — And twice he laid his hand upon his 
groin, hung down his head in forrow and difconftir 

lation. 

My uncle Toby took down the fword from the crook, 
where it had hung untouched ever fince the Lieutenant's 
death, and delivered it to the Corporal to brighten 
up ; — and having detained Le Fe^re a iingle fortnight 
to equip him, and contrail for his pafTage to Leghorn ^ 
he put the fword into his hand : If thou art brave, 

, Le Fevrt, faid my uncle Toby, uiis will not fail thee ;— 
but Fortune, faid he, mufing a littU— Fortune may^^- 

. And if (he docs, added my uncle Tofy, embracing him, 
come back again to me, Le Ffvre, and wc will fhapc 
thee another courfe. 

The greateft injury could not have opprefled the' 
heart of Le Fe^vre^ more than my uncle Toby^ paternal 
kindnefs; — ^he parted from my uncle Toby, as the bed of 
fons from the beft of fathers—both dropped tears— 
and as my uncle Toby gave him his laft kifs, he flipped 
fixty guineas, tied up in an old purfc of his father's, in 
which was his mother's ring, into his hand, and bid 
God blefs him. 

Le Fe'urf got up to the Imperial army juft tiiuc 

enough 
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enough to try what metal Ids fword was made of 
at the defeat of the Turks before Belgrade ; but a fc- 
rics of unmerited mifchanccs had purfued him from 
that moment, and trod clofe upon his heels for four 
years together after : he had withftood thcfe ^uiF^jt- 
ings to the laft, *till ficknefs overtook him at Mar^ 
feilles ; from whence he wrote my uncle Tohy word, 
he had loft his time, his fervices, his health, and, m 
fhort, everything but his fword; — and was waiting 
for the firft (hip to return back to him. 

Le Fe<vre was hourly expefted, and was uppermoft 
in my uncle Tohy*s mind all .the time my father was 
giving him and Yorick a defcription of what kind of 
a pcrfon he would choofe for a preceptor to me : but 
as my uncle Toby thought my father at firft fomewhat 
fanciful in the accomplifhments he reqmred, he 
forbore mentioning Le Fevre^s name,— till the cha- 
racter, by Torick^ interpofition, ending unexpededly 
in one, who (hould be gentle-tempered, and generous, 
and good, it imprefTed the image of Le Fe^vre and his 
intereft upon my uncle Toby^ fo forcibly, he rofe in- 
ftantly off his chair; and laying down his pipe, in 
brder to take hold of both my father's hands— I beg, 
brother Shandy, faid my uncle Toby, i may recom- 
..mend poor Le Fe<vre*% fon to you — ^I befeech you, do, 
added Yorkk — ^He has a good heart, faid my uncle 
Toby — And a brave one too, an't pleafe your honour, 
faid the Corporal. — ^The beft hearts, Trimy are ever 
the braveft, replied my uncle Toby. 

T. SHANDY, VOt, III. CHAP. 49* 
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THE PULSE. 

PARIS. 

T T AIL, ye fmall fweet courtesies of life> for fxnoodi 
"*" ^ do ye make the road of it ! like grace and 
beauty which begec inclinations to love at firft fight: 
'tis ye v*4io open this door, and let the ftranger in. 

—Pray, Madaxn, faid I, have the goodnefs to teH 
me which way I muft turn to go to the Ofera Comique^ 
•— Moft willingly, Moniieur, faid ihe, laying afide her 
wor k 

I had given a cafl with my eye into half a dozes 
Ihops, as I came along, in fearch of a face not likely 
to be difordered by fuch an interruption ; 'till at laft, 
this hitting my fancy, I had walked in. 

She was working a pair of ruffles as (he fat in a 
low chair on the far fide of the ihop, facing tht 
doo r - 

'^■^Trh-'volontUrs, moft willingly, faid fhe, laying 
her work down upon a chair, next her, and rifing 
up from the low ch;ur ihe was fitting in, with fo 
cheerful a movement, and fo cheerful a look, that 
had I been laying out. fifty louis-d'ors with her, X 
ihould have faid — '* This woman is grateful." 

You mull turn, Monfieur, faid flie, going with m# 
to the door of the fhop, and pointing the way dowo 
the ftreet I was to take — ^you muft turn firft to your 
left hand-— ffTO/V ^amx ^ardi'^ihtr^ are two turna; 
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« \A be fo good as to takt the fecoiid— ^eii go dow» 
a ittlewayand you'll iee a churdi, and when yoa 
a e paft it^ give yourfelf the trouble to turn diriedly 
to the right, and that w ill lead you to the foot of the 
Font mufy which you muft crofs — and there any body 
will do himfelf the pleafurc to fhew you 

She repeated her inftrudlions three times over to 
mc, with the fame good-natured patience the third 
time as the firft; — and if tmes and manners have a 
meaning, which certainly they have, untefs to hearts 
which fhut them out— Ihe feemed really intcrefted, 
tliat I fhould not lofc myfelf. 

I will not fuppofe it was the woman's btauty, not- 
withftanding (Vie was the handfomefl: Griflet, I think, 
I ever faw, which had much to do with the fenfc I had 
of her courtefy; orily I remember, when I told her 
how much 1 was obliged to her, that I looked very 
full in her eyes, — and that I repeated my tlianks, as 
often as ftie had done her inftrudUons. 

T had not got ten paces from the door, before I 
found I had forgot every tittle of what (he had faid; 
— fo looking back, and feeing her ftill (landing at th^ 
door of the fhop, as if to look whether I went right 
or not — I returned back to alk her whether the firft 
tiim was to my right or left — for that I had abfolutely 
forgot, — ^Is it poffible? faid (he, half laughing. — 'Ti» 
▼cry po(fible, replied I, when a man is thinking more 
of a woman than of her good advice. 

As this was the real truth — (he took it, as every 
wottan takes a matter of right, with a flight courtefy. 

C 6 ^"—JktindeTC^ 
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'Attendez, faid (he, laying her hand upon mf 
arm to detain me, whilft (he called a lad out of the 
back fhop to get ready a parcel of gloves— I am juft 
going to fend him, faid ihe, with a packet into that 
quarter; and if you will have the complaifiincc to 
ftcp in, it will be ready in a moment, and he Ihall 

;ittcnd you to die place. So I walked in with her 

to the far fide of the (hop, and taking up the ruffle 
in my hand which fhe laid upon the chsur, as if I 
had a mind to fit, (he fat down herfelf in her low 
chair, and I inftantly fat myfelf down bcfide her. 

He will be ready, Monlieur, faid (he, in a 

moment— —And in that moment, replied I, moft , 
willingly would I fay fomething very civil to you for 
all thefe courtefies. Any one may do a cafual aft of 
good-nature, but a continuation of them Ihews it is a 
part of the temperature; and certainly, added I, if 
it is the fame blood which comes from the heart, 
which defcends to the extremes (touching her wrift), 
I am fure you muft have one of the beft pulfes of any 
woman in the world— -Feel it, faid ihe, holding out 
her arm. So laying down my ha^, I took hold of her 
fingers in one hand, and applied the two fore-fingers 
of the other to the artery. 

Would to Heaven! my dear EugeniuSy thou 

hadft paffed by, and beheld me fitting in my black 
coat, and in my lack-a-day-fical manner, counting 
the throbs of it, one by one, with as much true devo--. 
tion as if I had been watching the critical ebb or flow 
of her fever— How wouldfl thou have laugh'd and. 

moral* 
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moralized upon my new profeffion!— And fhoii 
(hould'ft have laughed and moralized on— — Truft 
me, my dear Eugenius, I (hould have faid, '* There are. 
•* worfe occupations in this world, than feeling a *wo^ 

*'man*s pulfe:* But a Griffet's! thou wouldft have 

faid— ^ — and in an open (hop ! Yorick 

So much the better; for when my views are 



diredl, Eugenius^ I care not if all the world faw me 
feel it. 

I had counted twenty pulfations, and was going 
on faft towards the fortieth, when her hufhand com- 
ing unexpeded from a back parlour into the (hop, 
put me a little out of my reckoning. — 'Twas nobody 
i)ut her hufband, (he faid, — ^fo I began a frelh fcore— 
Mon(ieur is fo good, quoth (he, as he pafTed by usr^ 
to give himfelf the trouble of feeling my pulfe— — 
The hu(band took off his hat, and making me a bow, 

faid I did him too much honour and having faid 

that, he put on his hat and walked out. 

Good God I faid I to myfelf, as he went out 
and can this man be the hu(band of this woman ? . 
. Let it not torment the few who know what mu(!: 
have been the grounds of this exclamation, if I ex- 
plain it to thofe who do not. 

^ In London^ a (hop-keeper and a (hop-keeper's wife 
feem to be one bone and one fle(h: in the feveral 
endowments of mind and body, fometimes the one* 
fometimes the other has it, fo as in general to be 
upon a par, and to tally with each other as nearly as 
man and wife need to do» 

In 
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In Paris ^ there are fcarce two orders of beings 
more different: for the legiflativc and executive 
powers of the (hop not refting in the h»T(hand, he 
fcldom comes there — in fome dark and difmal room 
behind, he fits, commercelefs, in his thrum night-cap ; 
the fame rough fon of Nature that Nature left hinu 

The genius of a people where nothing but th« 
monarchy is fdliqtie^ having ceded this department^ 
with fundry others, totally to the women — by a con- 
tinual higgling with cuflomers of all ranks and fizes 
from morning to night, like fo many rough pebblei 
ihook long together in a bag, by amicable collifioni 
they have worn down their afperities and (harp angles^ 
and not only become round and fmooth, but will re- 
ceive, fome of them, a polilh like a brillian t 
Monfieur Le Mart is little better than the ftont 
under your foot. 

— Surely furely, man! it is .not good for thee 

to f:t alone thou waft made for ibcial intercourfe 

and gentle greetings; and this improvement of our 
natures from it, I appeal to as my evidenqe. 

—And how does it beat, Monfieur? faid (he.— 
With all the benignity, faid I, looking quietly in her 
•yes, that I expected — She was going to fay fomethiug 
civil in return — but the lad came into the (hop with 
the gloves^—^ fropos, faid I, I want a couple of paif 
myfelf. 

The beautiful GrifTet roft up when I faid this, and 
going behind the counter, reached down a parcel and 
»mied it : I advanced to the fide ovcr-againft her : 

thej 
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they were all too large. . The beautiful GrlfTet mea« 
fured them one by one acrofs my hand — ^It would 
not alter the dimenfions — She begged I would try a 
fingle pair^ which feemed to be lea[l.-— She held it 
open — my hand flipped into it at oace-— — It will not 
do, faid I, fliaking my head a little — No, faid fhc, 
doing the fame thing. 

There arc certain combined looks of fimple fubtlety 

. ^where ,whim, and fenfc, and ferioufnefs, and 

Bonfenfe are fo blended, that all the languages of 
fiabel fet loofe together could not exprefs them — the/ 
are communicated and caught fo inftantaneoufly^ that 
you can fcarce fay which party is the inferior. I leave 
it to your men of words to fwell pages about it ■■ 
it is enough in the prefent to fay again, the glove* 
would not do ; fo folding our hands within our arms, 
we both loird upon the counter — it was narrow, and 
there was juft room for the parcel to lie between us. 

The beautiful Griflet looked fometimes at the 
gloves, then fideways to the window, then at the 
gloves — and then at me. I was not difpofed to break 
filence — I followed her example. So I looked at the 
gloves, then to the window^ then at the gloves, and 
then at her— and fo on alternately. 

I found I loll conliderably , in every attack — fte 
had a quick black eye, and (hot through two fuch 
long and filken eye-lafties with fuch penetration^ that 
ihe looked into my very heart and reins — ^It may 
Ibem ftiange^ but I could adually feel Oxc did-< 
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It is no mattcc* faid I, taking up a couple oftlie 
pairs next me, and putting them into my pocket. 

I was fenftble the beautiful Griflet had not alk'd 
above a fingle livre above the price — I wifti'd (he had 
alk*d a livre more, and was puzzling my brains 

how to bring the matter about Do you think, my 

dear Sir, faid (he, miftaking my cmbarraffment, that 
I could alk a fom too much of a ftranger — and of a 
ftranger whoife politenefs, more than his want of 
gloves, has done me the honour to lay himfelf at my 
mercy?— MV» croycT:, capable ? — Faith! not I, faid I; 
and if you were, you are welcome — So counting the 
money into her hand, and with a lower bow than one 
generally makes to a (hopkeeper's wife, I went out, 
aj^ her lad with his parcel followed roe. 

SENT. JOURNEY, PAGE 95* 



THE PIE MAN. 

SEEING a man (landing with a balket on the other 
fide of a ftreet, in Verfailles, as if he had fome- 
thing to fejl, I bid La Fleur go up to him and inquire 
for the Count de ^***'s hotel. 

' La Fleur returned a little pale: and told me it was 
a Chevalier de St. Louis felling fates — ^It^ is impoffible. 
La Fleur/ faid I.— jL/t Fleur covJd no more account 
for the phenomenon than xnyfclf ; but perfifted in his 
'" • - ftory : 



■ ftory : he had feen the croix, fet in gold, with its red 

riband, he fiiid, tied to his button-hole and had 

looked into his bafket, and feen the pates which the 
Chevalier was felling; fo could not be miftaken in 
that. 

Such a reverfe in man*s life awakens a better prin- 
ciple than curicfity : I could not help looking for 

' fome time at him as I fat in the remi/e — the more I 
looked at him, his croix, and his bafket, the flronger 

^ they wove themfelves into my brain— I got out of the 

^-rtmifei and went towards him. 

He was begirt with a clean linen apron which fell 
below his knees, and with a fort of bib which went 

* half way up his breaft ; upon the top of this, but a 
little below the hem, hung his croix. His bafket of 

* litdc pates was covered over with a white damafk 
napkin ; another of the fame kind was fpread at the 
bottom ; and there was a look of proprete and neatnefs 
throughout ; that one might have bought his pates of 
him, as much from appetite as fentiment. 

He made an offer of them to neither ; but flood 
fHll with them at the corner of an hotel, for thofc to 
buy who chofe it, without folicitation. 

He was about forty-eight — of a fcdate look, fome- 
thing approaching to gravity. I did not wonder.— I 
went up rather to the bafket than him, and having 
lifted up the napkin and taken one of his pates into my 
hand — I begged lie would explain the appearance which 
Heeded me. 

He 
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Hf told me in a few word8> that the beft part of hk 
life had paffed in the fervice, in which^ after fpending 
a fmall patrimony^ he had obtained a company acd 
the cr$ix with it ; but that^ at the concluflon of the 
laft peace^ his regiment being reformed^ and the 
whole corps> with thofe of fome other regiments, left 
without any provifion>- h e found himfelf in a wid« 
world without friends, without a livre and indeed, 
faid he, without any thing but this*- (pointing, as h« 
faid it, to his croix) :— the poor Chevalier won nr.y 
pity, and he iiniihed the fcene with winning my 
^flcem too. 

The king, he faid, was the mod generous of 
Princes ; but his generofity could neither relieve nor 
reward every one, and it was only his misfortune to 
be amongft the number. He had a little wife he faid, 
whom he loved, who did the putijfcrie ; and added, 
he felt no difhonour in defending her and himfelf 
from want in this way— — unlcfs Providence had of- 
fered him a better. 

It would be wicked to withhold a pleafure from 
the good, in paffing over what happened to this 
poor Chevalier of St. Louis about nine months 
after. 

It feems, he ufually took his fland towards the 
iron gates which lead up to the palace ; and as his 
croix had caught the tyt% of numbers, numbers had 
made the fame inquiry which I had done— He had 
told them the fame ftory, and always vvith fo much 
modefly and good fenfe, that it had reached at laft 

the 
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Ae King*8 ears— who hearing the Chevalier had 
been a gallant officer, and refpedted by the whole 
regiment as a man of honour and integrity-^he broke 
up his little trade by a p<n£on of fifteen hundred li« 
vres a year. 

• INT. JOURNEY, PACl 14s* 
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T T Then flates and empires have their periods of 
^ ^ declenfion, and feel in their turns what diftreft 

jmd poverty is 1 flop not to tell the caufes which 

gradually brought the houfe ^'£**** in Britamf 
into decay. The Marquis dE**** had fought up 
againft his condition with great firmnefs ; wifhing to 
preferve, and ftill ihew to the woild fome little frag- 
ments of what his arceftors had been — their indifcre- 
tionshad put it out of his power. There was enough 
left for the litde exiojencics of obfcurity — But he had 
two boys who looked up to him for light — ^he thought 
theydefervcd it. He had tried his fword — ^it could not 
open the way— the mounting was too expenfive— and 
£mple economy was not \ match for it— there was 
no refource but commerce. 

la 
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In afty other province in France^ fave Britanny, 
' this was fmiting the root for ever of the little tree his 
pride and afTedlion wifhed to fee re-blofTom— But in 
JByitanny there being a provifion for this, he availed 
himfelf of i-t ; and taking an occafion when the States 
were afTcmbled at Rennes^ the Marquis, attended with 
bis two boys, entered the court ; and having pleaded 
the right of an ancient law of the duchy, which, tho'« 
> ieldom claimed, he faid, was no lefs in force, he togk 
his fword from his fide Here, faid he, take it ; and 
be trufty guardians of it, 'till better times put me in 
condition to reclaim it. 

The Prefident accepted the Marquis's fword— — he 
ilaid a few minutes to fee it depofited in the ar<ihive» 
of liis houfe, and departed. 

The Marquis and his whole family embarked the 
next day for Martinico, . and in about nineteen or 
' twenty years of fuccefsful application to bufinefs, with 
fome unlooked-for bequefls from diftant branches of 
his houfe— returned home to reclaim his nobility, and 
to fupport it. 

It was an incident of good fortune which will 
never happen to any traveller but a fentimental one, 
that I (hould be at Rcnnes at the very time of this folemn 
requifition— I call it folemn— it was fo to me. 

The Marquis entered the court with his whole 
family : he fupported his lady — his eldeft fon fup- 
ported his fider, and his youngeft was at the other ex- 
treme of the line next his mother—He put his hand- 
kerchief to his face twice. - 

^Thcre 



-There was a dead filcnce. When the Marquis 
ad approached within fix paces of the tribunal, he' 
ave the Marchionefs to his youngeft fon, and ad- 
ancing three fteps before his famil y" he reclaimed 
is'fword. ■ His fword was given him, and the ' 
loment he got it into his hand, he drew it almoft out * 
f the fcabbard— -'twas the fhining face of a friend * 
ic had once given u p h e looked attentively along 
t, beginning at the hilt, as if to fee whether it was 
he fame— when obferving a little ruft which it had 
:Qntra6led near the point, he brought *it near his eye, 
ihd bending his head down over it— -I think I faw a 
tear fall upon the place : I could not be deceived by 
what followed. 
. *' I ihall find," fdd he, ** fome other nvay, to get it 

When the Marquis had faid this, he returned his 
fword. into its fcabbard, made a bow to the guard?ans 
of it — and, with his wife and daughter, and his two fons 
following him, walked out. 

O how I envied him his feelings ! 
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T H E A S S. 

I WAS flopped at the gate of Ly9ns bf a poor afs, 
who had juft turned in with a couple of large pan- 
niers upon his back, to colled eleemofynary turnip- 
tops, and cabbage-leaves; and flood dubious, with 
his two fore-feet on the infide of the threfhold, and 
with his two hinder feet towards the ilreet, as not know- 
ing very well whether he was to go in or no. 

Now 'us an animal (be in what hurry I may) I 
cannot bear to fhike— there is a patient endurance of 
fufferings, wrote fo unaiFededly in his looks and 
carriage, which pleads fo mightily for him, that it 
always difarms me ; and to that degree, that I do not 
like to fpeak unkindly to him : on the contrary, 
meet him where I will — ^whether in town or country, 
in cart or under pannier s . w hether in liberty or bon- 
dage*- I have ever fomething civil to fay to him 
on my part ; and as one word begets another (if he has 

as little to do as I) 1 generally fall into converfa- 

tion with him ; and furely never is my imagmation fo 
bufy, as in framing his refponfes from the etchings 
of |iis countenance— —and where thofe carry me not 
deep enough — ^in flying from my own heart into his, 
and feeing what is natural for an afs to think — as well 
as a man, upon the occafion. — In truth, it is the only 
creature of all the clafTes of beings below me, with 
whom I can do this ^— for parrots^ jackdaws, &c. I 

never 
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merer exchange a word with them^-*— *nor with the 
apes^ &c. for pretty near the fame reafon ; they adl 
by rote^ as the others fpeak by it, ainl equally make 
xne filent ; nay^ my dog and my cat> though I value 
them both — (and for my dog, he would fpeak if he 
could) — ^yet fomehow or other, they neither of them 
poflefs the talents for converfatioh — ^I can make nothing 
of a difcourfe with them. 

But with an afs I can commune for ever. Come, 
Honejly ! faid I, — feeing it was impradicable to pafs 
betwixt him and the gate — art thou for coming in, or 
going out ? 

The afs twilled his head round to look up the 
ftreet— 

Well — replied I — ^we'U wait a minute for thy 
driver . 

-—He turned his head* thoughtful about, and looked 
willfully the oppofite way, 

I understand thee perfedly, anfwered I — if thoa 
takcft a wrong ftep. in the aflair he will cudgel 'thee 
to death — ^Well! a minute is but a minute, and if \t> 
faves a fellow creature a drubbing, it (hall not be fet 
down as ill fpent. He was eating the ftem of an arti- 
choke as this difcourfe went on, and, in the little peevifh 
contentions of nature betwixt hunger and unfavori- 
nefs, had dropt it out of his mouth half a dozen 
times, and picked it up again — God help thee. Jack ! 
iaid I, thou hall a bitter breakfall on*t — and many a 
bitter day's labour — and many a bitter blow, I fear, 
for it's wages — 'tis all — all bitternefs to thee, what- 

cvq: life is to others. 

And 
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And now thy mouth, if one knew the truth c 
is as bitter, I dare fay, as foot — (for he had call 
the ftem) and thou haft not a friend perhaps in al 

world that will give thee a macaroon. In fs 

this, I pulled out a paper of them, which I had 
purchafed, and gave him one — and at this mo 
that I am telling it, my heart fmites me, that 
was more of pleafantry in the conceit, of feeing ho 
afs would eat a macaroon — ^than of benevolence in 
ing him one, which prefided in the aft. 

When the afs had eaten his ' macaroon, I pi 

him to come in the poor bcaft was heavy load 

his legs feemed to tremble under him — ^lie hung r 
backwards, and as I pulled at his halter, it broke 

in my hand he looked up penfive in my face 

** Don't thrafli me with it, but if youwill, you ma 

If I do, faid I, I'll be d d. The word was bu 

half of it pronounced, when a perfon coming ir 
fall a thundering baftinado upon the poor devil's cru 
which put an end to the ceremony. Out upor 
cried L 
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THE ABUSES OF CONSCIENCE; 

A SERMON- 

HXBRBWf XIII. 18. 

■ ■ F or wi TRUST nvg bawe -m good ConfcUnci * ■ 
^« THRUST! — ^Truft we have a good confcience !** 

[ Certainly, Trim, quoth my father, intemipting 
liini, you give that fentence a very improper accent ; 
for you cuii up your nofe, man, and read it with 
fuch a fiieering tone, as if the parfon was going t© 
•abttfe the ApolHe. 
JHe is, an -t .pleafe your honour, replied Trim. 

Pugh ! faid^iy father, fmiling. 

Sir, quoth Dodor Slopp Trim is certainly in the 

nght^ for the writer (who I perceive is a Proteilant 

hy the &appiih manner in which he takes up the A-* 

ipoiUe^) is certainly going to abufehim;— -ifthis treat- 

xment of him has not dou6 it already. *But from 

iwhence, replied my father, have you concluded fb 

foon, Do6lor Slop, that the writer is of our church? 

•*— for aught I can fee yet,— he may be of any church 

Becaufe, anfwered Dodbor Slop, if he was of 

ours,*- h e durft no more take fuch a licenfe,— 

than a bear by his beard j-f-If in our cqmmunionj 

Sir, a man was to infult an apoftle,— — a faint , - ■■ 

, or even die paring of a faint's nail, — ^he would have 
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his eyes (cratched out.— -What^ by the fsunt? quoth 
my uncle Tofy, No, replied Dodor Slof, he would 
have an old houfe over his head. Pray, is the Inqui- 
£tion an ancient building, anfwered my uncle Toly ; 
or is it a modern one ? — I know nothing of archi- 
tefture, replied Dodor 5^/.— An't pleafe your 
honours, quoth Trim, the Inquifition is the vileft— 
Prithee fpare thy defcription. Trim, I hate the very 
name of it, faid my father.— -No matter for thit, 
anfwered Dodlor S/op, — it has its ufes; for though 
I'm no great advocate for it, yet, in fuch a cafe as 
this, he would foon be taught, better nuinners ; and I 
can tell him, if he went on at that rate, would be 
Hung into the Inquifition for his pains. God help 
him then, quoth my uncle Toly. Amen, added Trim ; 
for Heaven above knows, I have a poor brother 
who has been fourteen years a captive in it — I never 
heard one word of it before, faid my ,uncle Tofy, 
haftily: How came he there, Trimf — O, Sir! the , 
ftory will make your heart bleed, — as it has made 
mine a thoufand times;— the fhort of the ftory is 
this ; — That my brother Tom went over a fervant to 
Lijhon — and married a yewh widow, who kept a fmall 
ihop, and fold faufages, which, fome how or other, 
was the caufe of his being taken in the middle of the 
night out of his bed, where he was lying with his 
wife and two fmall children, and carried dire£lly 
to the Inquifition, where, God help him, continued 
Trim, fetching a figh from the bottom of his heart, 
.»*-the poor honeft lad lies confined at this hour; he 

was 



wts as honeft a foul, added Trim, (puffing oat hit 
handkerchief) as ever blood wanned. 

--The tears trickled down Trm*s cheeks fafter 
than he jcould well wipe them away.— A dead filence 
in the room enfued for fome nunutes,-^ertjdn proof 
of |uty ! Come, Trm, quoth my father, after he faw 
the poor fellow's grief had got a little vent,— -read 
on^^-and put this melancholy ftory out of thy head 
'i^I grieve that I intecri^ed thee : but prithee begin 
the Sermon agm;— for if the £rft fentence in it b 
matter of abufe, as thou fayeil, I have a great deiire 
to know what kind of provocation the Apoitie has 
^ven. 

Corporal Trim wiped his face, and returned his 
jiandkerchief into his pocket, and, making a bow 
as he did it j h e began again.] 

■ 

THE 

ABUSES OF CONSCIENCE; 
A SERMON. 

I 

n E B R E WS XIII. l8« 

■ ■ For moe TRUtT «iv^ ha^ve a good Confcience 

*« TRUST ! truft we have a good Confcience ! 

*• Surely, if there is any thing in this life which a 
*' man may depend upon,^ and to the knowledge of 
*' which he is capable of arriving upon the moil in- 
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^'di^table evidence, itmuft bethii rery dung^-^ 
'< whether he has a good confcience or no." 

[I anv pofirivc I am right, quoth Dr. Slop. J 

" If a man thinks at all, he cannot well be a flran- 
*« gcr to the trae ftate of this account ;— — he muft 
''be privy to his own thoughts and deiires — ^he 
^' mud remember his paft purfuitSy and know cer- 
'' tunly the true fprings and motives, which in ge- 
" aeral have governed the a^ons of his fife." [I 
defy him, without an affiflant, quoth Dr. Slop,'\ 

** In other matters we may be deceived by Uk 
*' appearances; and, as the wife man complains, 
• ^*' harJlj do we gue/s aright at the things that an upon. 
** the earth, andwth lahour do ^we find the things that are 
*^ before us* But here the mind has all the evidence 
^* and fadls within herfelf ;— 'is confcious of the web 
*' (he has wove ;— knows its texture and finenefs, 
''and the exadl fhare which every paflion has had 
'' in working upon the f^veral defigns which virtue 
" or vice has planned before her." 

[^he language is good, and I declare Trim reads 
very well, quoth my father.] 

'' Now,— as confcience is toothing elfe but die 
*' knowledge which the mind has within herfelf of 
*' this ; and the judgment, either of approbation or 
''cenfure, which it unavoidably makes >ipon die 
'' fucceflive adtions of our lives ; 'tis plain, yoi^ will fay, 
•* from the very terms of the propofitiony— ^enevcr 
^ this inward teiHmony goes againll a man, and he 

^ fitads ftlf-accuied^-^diat he muft ncceffarily be a 

•'guilty 
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^ gaUty mm.— -Andy on the contrary^ when the xeporC 
<« Is favourable on his fide, and his heart condemna 
<* him not ; — that it is not a matter of truft, as the 
«< Apoflle intimates, but a matter oi certainty and fadlji 
'< that the confcience is good, and thit the man muft 
•* be good alfp." 

[Then the ApofUe is altogether in the wrong, I 
fiippofe, quoth Dr. Slofi and the Proteftant divine is 
in the right. Sir, have patience, replied my father $ 
for I think it will prefently appear that Saint Patd - 
and the Proteflant divine are both of an opinion.' 
As nearly fo, quoth Dr. ^/o/, as eaft is to weft ;«-but 
this, continued he, lifting both hands, comes from tht 
liberty of the prefs. 

k is no more, at the word, replied my uncle ToBy^ 
than the liberty of the pulpit, for it does not appear 
diat the fermon is printed, or ever likely to be. 

Go on, 7r/«, quoth my father. ] 

•* At firft fight this may feem to be a true fiate of 
*< the cafe ; and I make no doubt but the knowledge 
•* of right and wrong is fo truly impreiTed upon the 
•* mind of man,-<F-that did ne fuch thing ever happen^ 
" as that the confcicnce of a man, by long habits of 
«* fin, might (as thefcripture aflures it may) infcnfibly 
*^ become hard ;— and like fome tender parts of his 
^J>ody, by much fh-efs and continual hard ufage^ 
<'lofe, by degrees, that nice fenfe and perception 
«*with which God and nature endowed it:— Did 
•* this never happen ••—or was it certain that felf- 
•< love could never hang ihe leaft bias upon the judg-r 
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^' ttptottched the god^Wy— th!$ doneftic god fum 
•• either talking, orpur/uing, or was in ajjourney, erperad"' 
•^ ventmre hejkpt and could not he awohe. Perhaps Hi 
*^was going ox^t in company with Honour to 
•'fight a duel; to pay ofFfomc debt at play;— 
•^ or dirty annuity, the bargain of his Juft : perhaps 
** Co N s c I E N c E all this time was engaged at homeji 
*• talking aloud againft petty larceny, and executbg 
♦* vengeance upon fome fuch puny crimes as his for- 
«' tune and rank of life fecured him againft all 
" temptation of committing ; fo that he lives as mer- 

«* rily," [If he was of our church, though, quoth 

Dr< Slop, he could not]—:—." fleeps as foundly in 
" his bed ; and at lad meets death as unconcemedTy* 

•* perhaps much more fo, than a much better 

«' man." 

[All this is impoflible with us, quoth Dr. Slop, 
turning to my father, — the cafe could not happen in 
our church It happens in ours, however, replied 
wny father, but too often. ■-■ I own, quoih Dr. Slop, 
(ftruck a little with my father's frank acknowledg- 
ment) that a man in the Romijh church may live as 
badfy ;-— — but then he cannot eafily die fo. ■ ■ 'Tis 
little matter, replied my father, with an air of indiffe- 
rence, — how a rafcal dies.— ^— I mean, anfwered Dr^ 
,Slopy he would be denied die benefits of the laft facra- 
jtients.— .— Pray, how many have you in all ? {aid my 
uncle Tohyy — for I always forget. — ^Seven, anfwer- 
ed Dr. . Shp.^ — Humph !— faid uncle Tohy ; though 
not accented'as a note of acquiefcence,— but as an in- 

terjcttioa 
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terjc6Hon of that particular fpccies of ftrpri/e, when 
a man in looking into a drawer finds more of a thing 
than he expe£led. ■■ Humph ! replied my uncle 

Tofy. Dr. Siof, who had an ear> underikx)d,my uncle 
Tofy as well as if he had wrote a whole vdume againfl 
tiie feven facraments.— Humph ! replied Dr. Sio^ 
j(ftatipg my uncle Toi/s argument over again to him). 
W hy» Sir, are th^re not fevpa, cardinal yirtaes ^ 
•—Seven mortal fins ? Seven golden candle*^ 
IBcks ? Seven heavens ?— — — 'Tis more thaQ I 
Know, replied ray uncle Toly. Are there net tcvem 
wonders of the world ? Seven days of the creati<Hi f 
r— Seven jdanets?— Seven plagues? T hat 

there are> quptbmy father^ with a moft afieded gra* 
vity. But prithee, condnued he^ go on mth the refl* 
ef thy chara^rs^ Trim,} 

** Another i^ |l^rdid> unmerdfiil/^ (here frim wzv* 
ed his right h^nd) ** a fh^t-heaited^- ielfiih wretchr^ 
f* incapable either of private ffiendfhip, or public 
•* fpirit. Take notice Ikmv- he pafles by the widoin^ 
** and orphan in their difhefs, and fees all the jmfeiie»« 
♦* incident to hufllan life without a figh or-ai)rayer." 
f-A]&'t pleale your honours, cried frsm, I think this a • 
T^B^mtJ^nthe other*] 

•« S^ not confcience rife up and fKng him Ott 
^ iu^ pccafipns ?— — No ; thank God, there is na^ 
^^OCCftfion. / fay evtry man bisonun ^•'^1 ha^e nofor» 

^nicatimto anfaaer to myconjcitna; no faithlefs- 

•* nfowror promfi$ to make up ;— — / have debauched na- 
w manU nmfe or Mid \ thank God^ I am not as other 
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«' «/», adulttrtrSf unjufty or e<ven as this lihirtiniy luh 
^^fiands before me. A third is crafty and defigning m 
'* his nature. View his whole life, 'tis nothing 
** but a cunning contexture of dark arts and uneqd- 
" taWe fubterfugesy bafely to defeat the true intent of 
^' all laws y ■ p lain dealing, and the iafe enjoyment 
'* of our feveral properties,' Y ou will fee fuch a 
*** one working out a franie of litde defigns upon the 
^« ignorance and perplexities of the poor and needy 
** man : — -4hall raife a fortune upon the inexpe- 
f rience of a youth> or the unfufpedting temper of hBi 
*' friend, who would have trufted him with his life. 
^* When old age comes on, and repentance calls him 
^' to look back upon this black account, and ftate it 
*' over again with his confcience— Gov science looks 
«* into the Statutes at Large ;—— finds noexprefs 
•' law broken by what he has done ; p erceives no 
f* penalty or forfeiture of goods and chattels incur- 
«« red ; ^ fees no fcoul-ge waving over his head, or 

** prifon opcmng his gates upon him: ^What lis 

** there to affright his confcience ?— — Confcience has 
** got fafely entrenched behind the Letter of the Law, 
•' fits there invulnerable, fortified with Cajes and Re^ 

** ports fo ftrongly on all fides ;— that it k Hot preach- 

* __ • • 

" ing can difpofl!efs it of its held,** 

* [The charadler of this laft man, f^d Dr. Slopf in* 
terrupting Trim, is more deteftable than all* the reft ; 
i and feems to have been taken from feme petti- 
fogging lawyer amongft you :■ a mongft usi a man's 
confcience could not poffibly continue fo loxi^ Minded; 
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dmes in a year, at Iea((> he mufl; go to eon^ 
feflion. WjH that reftore it to fight ? quoth my uncte 

Tofy. Go on. Trim, quoth my father. *Ti5.very 

iho^t, replied Tr//«.«— I wifh it was longer, quotk 
my uncle Tofy, for I like it hugely. Trim 

went on.] 
*' A fourth man (hall want even this refuge ; fhall 
break through all the ceremony of fbw chicane ; 
fcorns the doubtful workings of fecret plots and 
cautious trains to bring about his purpofe :■ ■ See 
*' the bare-faced villain, how he cheats, lies, perjures, 
•5 robs, murders ! ■ H orrid I— But indeed much 
better was not to be expcfted, in the prefent cafe 

——the poor man was in the dark ! ^his Prieft 

*' had got the keeping of his confcience ; and all 

'* he would 4et him know of it, was, that he muft 
** believe in the Pope ; g o to Mafs ; crofs him- 
*« felf; tell his beads ; b e a good Catholic ; 
** aud that this, in all confcience, was enough to carry 
'* him to heaven. What ;— if he perjures 1 ■ W hy ; 
•' —he ^had a mental refervation in it.— —But if 
•* he is fo wicked and abandoned a wretch as you x 

•* reprefent him ; ^if he robs, if he ftabs, will 

** not confcience, on every fuch ad, receive a wound 
** itfelf ?— Aye, but the man has carried it to a con- 
** feffion ; the wound digefts there, and will do 
'^ well enough, and in a fliort time be quite healed up 
by abfolution. O Popery ! what haft chou to ajiiwer 
*' for ? W hen, not content with the too manv na- 
l* tural and fatal ways, through which the heart of 
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^ man is every day thus trcaclierous to itfelf above 
** all things ;-«4hou haft wilfully fct open the mde 
** gate of deceit before the ^ace of tlus, unwary travet- 
'* ler, too apt> God knows, to go aftray of himfelf ; 
^« and confidently fpeafc peace to himfelf, when there 
•^ is no peace* 

** Of thie the common inftances which I have 
*^ drawn but of life are too notorious to require much 
<' evidence. If any one doubts the reality of them^i 
*'or thinks it impoffible for a man to be fuch a bubble 
«• to himfelf,— I muft refer him a moment to his 
•* own refledtions, and will then venture to truft my 
«* appeal with his own heart. 

** Let him confider in how different a degree of 
•* deteftation, numbers of wicked aftions Hand there^ 
*' though equally bad and vicious in their own natures ; 
« —he will foon find, that fuch of them as ftrong^ 
*' inclination and cuftom have prompted him to com« 
** mit> are generally dreffed out and painted with all 
*' the falfe beauties, which a foft and a flattering hand 
*' can give theni ;— and that the ethers, to which he 
" feels no propenfity, appear at once, naked and de- 
** formed, furrounded with all the true circumHances 
" of folly and difhonour. 

•* When David furprifed S^aul fleepjng in the cavc>. 

*< and cut oiF the Ikirt of his robe ■ w e read hia 

^s^ heart fmote him-for what he had done. ——-But ia 

^** the matter of Uriah , where a faithful and gallant 

<' fervant, whom he ought to have loved and honoured,. 

f* fell to make way for Kis luft^*— where confcience 
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^ had (b much greater reafbn to take the alarm, 1u» 
*' heart fmote him not* A whole year had almoU pafled 
" from the firft commiffion of that crime, to the time 
" Nathan was fent to reprove him ; and we read not 
*^ once of the leaft (brrow or companion of heart 
*' which he teftified during all that time, for what ho 
** had done* 

" llius Confcience, this once able monitor,-— placed 
** on high as a judge within us> and intended by our 
** Maker as a juft and equitiible one too,— by an un- 
^ happy min of caufes and impediments,, takes oftei» 
*' fuch imperfedk cognizance of what paffes,— doea 
«* ita office (b negligently fometimes, fo corruptly, 
** t hat it is not to be trufted alone ; and ^here* 
•* fore we find there is a neceffity, an abfolute necef- 

fity of joimng another piinciple with it, to aid, if 

not govern, its determinations. 

" So that if you would form a juft judgment of 
^'^x^t is of infinite importance to you not to be mif- 
** led i n ' n amely, in what degree of real, merit 
** yon ftand either as an honeft mah> an ufeful dtia&en, 
** a faidifol fubjed to your king, os a good fervant 
^* to your Gody-— call in religion and morality*——* 
^ Look, wliat is written in the law of God ?— How 
^ readeft thou ?— -Confult calm reafon and the un- 
** changeable obligations of juffiice and truth ;— «— 
** what fay they ? 

** Let CoNsciENCB determine the matter upoir 
** thefe reports ;— -and then if thy heart condenma 
f* thee iioc> wliidi is tbe ct& die Apotte foppofes^-^ 
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«» the rule iwll be infallible," — [Here Dr. SUp JtVi 
aflecp]— ** tb»u nuilt bavt confidence tofwards God; that 
»• is, have juft grounds to believe the judgment thou 
'* haft paffed upon thyfelf, is the judgment ^f God ^— 
«f and nothing elfe but an anticipation of that righteous 
«» fentence, which will be pronounced upon thee hcrc- 
'* after by that Being, to whom thou art finally to 
<^ give an account of thy actions. 

" Blefed is the man, indeed, then, as the author of 
«* the book oi Ecclejiafticus exprefles it, ^wbo is not pricks 
•* ed nnith the multitude of bis fins : Bkjfed is tbe man 
** twbo/e beart batb not condemned bbn ; fwbetber be be- 
•• ricb, or <wbetber be be poor, if be ba've a good beart 
•* (a heart thus guided and informed) b§Jhallat all 
«* timis rejoice in a cbeerful countenance ; bis mind flf all 
•* tell him more tbanfruen nvatcbm^n tbatfit abo<ve upon a 
** tower on bigb.^^lA tower has no ftrength, quoth my 
imde Toly, unlefs 'tis flank'd.] 

«c«.,^ In the darkeft doubts it fhall condudl him 
»» fafer than a thoufand cafuifts, and give the ftatc he. 
w lives in a better fecurity for his behaviour than all 
•* the claufes and reftriftions put together, which law- 
«* makers arc forced to multiply -..^^.^orced, I fay, 
** as things ftand ; human laws not being a matter of 
•* original choice, but of pure acceffity, brought in to 
*' fence againft the mifchievous eiFedls of thofe con- 
«' fciences which are no law unto themfelves ; well 
« intending, by the many provifions made, that in all 
«* fttch corrupt and mifguided cafes, where principles 
1« and the checks of confcicnce will not make us up« 
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♦* right,— to fupply their force, aiid, by the terroff 
^' of gaols, and halters^ oblige us to it. 

[I fee plainly, faid my father, that this fermonhaa 
been compofed to be preached at the Temple,— or at 
fome Affize. — I like the reafoning, and am forry that 
Dr. Slop has fallen afleep before the time of his con- 
viction : — for it is now clear, that the Parfon, as 1 
thought at firft, never infolted St. Paul in the leaft ;^« 
nor has th^re been, brother, the leaft diiFerence be« 
tweeri them. A great matter, if they had difiered, 
replied my uncle Ti^^y,—- the befl friends in the world 
may differ fometimes.-— True, — ^brother Toh^, quoth 
my father, (baking hands with him*<-we'll fill our pipes', 
brQther, and then Trim ihall go on—— 

He read on as follows*] 

** To have the fear of God before our eyes, and, 
** in our mutual dealings with each other, to govern 
" our adtions by the eternal meafures of right and 
*« wrong :— -The firfl of thefe will comprehend the 
** duties of religion ; — the fecond, thofe of morality, 
<< which are fo infeparably connedled together, that 
«' you cannot divide thefe two tables ^ even in imagi- 
•* nation, (though the attempt is often made in practice) 
''without breaking and mutually defh-oying them 
^•both. 

** I faid the attempt is often made ;— -and fo it is ^-« 
** there being nothing more common than to fee a 
** man who has no fenfe at all of religion, and indeed 
'* has fo much honefly as to pretend to none, who 
f« would take it as the bitterefl affront, ihould you 
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^ but hint at a fu^pidonof hia moral charaffer, or-««^ 
" imagine he was not confcientioufly jufl and fcrnpo- 
^ lous to the uttermoft mite. 

«* When there is fome appearance that it is fo,-^ 
^ though one is unwillmg even to fufped the appearance 
** of to amiable a virtue as moral honefty, yet were 
** we to look into the grounds of it«. in the prefeint 
^ cafe> I am perfuaded we ihould find little reafon tf> 
^ envy fuch a one tKc honeur of his motive. 

'' Let him declaim as pompoufly a3 he choofips 
'* upon the fubjed, it will be found to reft upon na 
'' better foundation than cither his intereft^ his pride> 
<' his eaie, or fome fuch little and chang able paflion 
as will give us but imall dependance upoa his ac-^ 
tions in matters of great, difbefs. 
'* I will illuftrate this by an example* 
^ I know the banker I deal with, or the phyficiait' 
I ttfually call in,*'. 
Hiere is no need, cried Dr. SUf, (waking) to caH 
in any phyiicianin this cafe.] 

« ^ T o be neither of them men of much rc»- 

« ligion ; I hear them make a jeft'of it every day,, 
*' and treat aU its fan£tions with fo much iconi' as> to 
^ put the matur pail doubt. Well ;— notwithftandi 
" ing this, I put my fortune into the hands of the 
•• one ^— and what is dearer itiU to me,, I truft mylif(t 
^ to the honeft (kill of the other. 

•' Now let me examine what is my realbn §br thfe^ 
«• great confidence. Why, in the fu-fl pl^ce, I believe 
f • thcic k no probability that cither of diem will em^ 
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•« ploy die power I put into their hands to my Stai^ 
*^ vantage^— I confider that honefty ferves the pui^ - 
*' pofea of this Efe : — ^I know their fuccefs in the 
** world depends upon the faimefs of their chara&rs. 
•^ In a wordi I am perfuaded that they cannot hurt, 
" me, without hurting themfelves more. 

•• But put it othen^fe ; namely, that intereft lay, 
*< for once, on the other fide : that a cafe fhould hap- 
** pen wherein the one, without ilain to his reputation,. 
^ could fecret my fortune, and leave me naked in 
^ the world ;— or that the other could fend me out of 
** it, and enjoy an eUate by my deaths without dif- 
** honour to himfelf or his art : In this cafe, what 
" hold have I of either of them ?— Religion, the' 
** ffcrongeft of all motives, is out of the queftion ;— 
*' Intereil, the next moft ^werful motive ui tEo 
** world is ibongly againft me :— What have I left 
** to caft into the oppofite fcale to balance this temp*^ 
** tadon ? ■ » Alas J I have nothing,— but what ia 
lighter than a bubble — I mull lie at the mercy of 
Honour, or fome fuch capricious principle-— Strait 
<' fecurity for two of the moft valuable bleflings !— « 
•* my property, and myfelf, 

•< As, therefore, we can have no depcndance upon 
** morality without religion ;-— fo, on the other hand,^ 
** there is nothing better to be expefted from religion. 
** without morality ; neverthelefs, 'tis no prodigy to* 
** fee a man ^ofe real moral charader ftands very 
<* low, who yet entertains the higheft notion of him-< 
f* fdfj in the light of a reli^^ous man« 
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•« He ihall liot only be covetous, rerengefU, im-» 
** placable,— but even wanting in points of common 
*« honefty ; yet in as much as he talks aloud againft 
«* the mfidelity of the age,— is zealous for fome points 
i« of religion,— goes twice a-day to church, — ^attends 

^ the facraments, and amufes himfelf with a few 

«* inflrumental parts of religion, — fliall cheat his con- 
*« fcience into a judgment, that for this he is a feli- 
" gious man, and has difchairged triily his duty to 
" God : and you will find that fuch a man, through 

force of this delufion, generally looks down with 
*f fpiritual pride upon every other man who has lefs 
•* afFedation of piety,— -though, perhaps, ten times 
«* more real honefty than himfelf. 

*' This like^i/e is a fore e^il [under the fun : and, 
*' I believe, there is no one miftaken principle, which, 
** for its time, has wrought more ferious mif- 
«* chiefs. 

** For a general proof of this, examine the 

" hiftory of the -R(7»/}J& church :"— 

[Well, what can you make of that ? cried Dr. 
Shtp."] — " fee what fcenes of cruelty, murder, rapine; 

" bloodftied," [They may thank their own obfti- 

nacy, cried Dr. ^A?/]— '* have all been fandificd by 
*^ religion not ftridily governed by. morality. 

** In how many kingdoms of the world has the 
'« cnrfading fword of this mifguided Saint-errant, 
'* fpared neither age, or merit, or iex, or condition ?— 
" and, as he fought under the banners of a religion 
'* which fet him loofe from juftice and humanity, he 

" ihewed 



( 67 ) 

« fiiewed* noni ; mercaefsly trampled upon botH,— * 
** heard neither the cries of the unfortunate* nor pitied 
•* their diftrefles," 

[I have been in many a battle, an*t pleafc your 
honour* quoth Trim, fighing, but never info melancholy 
a one as this.— I would not have drawn a trigger in ^ 
It againft thefe poor fouls,— to have been made a ge- 
neral officer.— Why .? what do you underftand of the 
aiFair ? faid Dr. Slop, (looking towards Trim, with 
fomething more of contempt than the Corporal's honeft 
heart deferved) — What do you know, friend, about 
this battle you talk of ?— -I know, replied Trim, that I 
never refufed quarter in my life to any man who 
cried out for it ; — but to a woman, or a child, conti- 
nued Trim, before I would level my mufket at them, 
I would lofe my life a thoufand times.— Here's a 
crown for thee. Trim, to drink with Ohadiah to-night, 
quoth my uncle Toby. -God blefs your honour, re- 
plied 7r//«,— I had rather thefe poor women and 
children had it. — ^Thou art an honeft fellow, quoth 
my uncle Toby. — ^My father nodded his head, — ^as 
much as to fay, — and fo he is. 

But prithee. Trim, faid my father, make an end ; 
for I fee thou haft but a leaf or two left . 

Corporal Trim read on.] 

«* If the teftimony of paft centuries in this matter is 
*» not fufficient, — confider, at this inftant, how the 

votaries of that religion are every day thinking to 

do fervice and honour to God, by a^ons which are 
" a diftionoor and fcandal to theaifelves. 

"To 
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^« To be conTinced of this» go with me for. a xfto^ 
•* ment into the prifons of the Inquifition."— [God 
help Hiy poor brother Tom/]"^" Behold Religien^ 
•' with Mircy and Juftice chained down under her 
*' feet^ — ^there fitting ghafUy upon a black tribunal^ 
«^ propped up with racks and inltruments of torment. 
•' Hark !— hark I — ^what a piteous groan l" — [Here 
friWs face turned as pale as a(hes]— " Sec the mc- 
*' lancholy wretch who uttered it !— [Here the tears 
began to trickle down]—'* juft brought forth to un- 
dergo the anguifh of a mock trial, and endure the 
utmofl pains that afludied fydem of cruelty has been 
able to invent !" — [D— n them all, quoth Tr/w, his 
colour returning into his foce as red as blood.]— 
** Behold this helpleis vidtim delivered up to his tor^^ 
•' mentors,— his body fo wafted with forrow and con- 
*• finement.'*— Oh ! 'tis my brother, cried poor 
TW« in a moft paffionate exclamation, dropping the 
ibrmon upon the ground, and clapping his handr 
logcthei^— I fear 'tis poor Tom. My father's and my 
uncle Toby*% hearts yearned with fympathy for the 
poor fellow's diftrefs ; even ^lop himfelf acknowledged 
pity for him.- ■ W hy, Tr//«, faid my father, this 
is not a hiftory,— 'tis a fermon thou art reading; 
prithee begin the fentence again.] — " Behold this 
*« helplefs vi^Stim delivered iJp to his tormentors,— 
<* his body fo wafted with forrow and confinement, you 
** will fee every nerve and mufcle as it fuffers. 

** Qbferve the Iaft.movement of that horrid engine l" 
— I would rather face a cannon, quoth Tir/Vw, 

ftamp- 
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•amping-]— *' See what convulfions it has throvm 

'^^ him into! — Confider die nature of the poftnre in 

^ which he now lies ftretchcd, — what exqoifite tor- 

^» tures he endures by it ! — 'Tis all nature can bear I 

*' Good God ! fee how it keeps his weary foul hang- 

•*« ing upon his trembling lips!'* — I would not read 

another line of it, quoth Trimy for all this 'world y ■> 

I fear, an't pleafe your honours, all this is in Portugal, 

where my poor brother. 7o/« is. I tell thee. Trim, again, 

tpioth my father, 'tis not an hiftorical account, — *tis 

a defcription: * Tis only a defcription, honeft man, 

^uoth Slop, there's not a word of trudi in it. — ^That'a 

another ftory, reptied-my father .•^However, as Trim 

•reads it with fo much cpncem, — ^tis cruelty to fordc 

lilm to go on with it. — Give me hold of the fermon. 

Trim, — ^I'U finifli it for thee, and thou may'ft go.~ 

I mnft iby and hear it too, replied Trim, if your 

lionour will allow me; — though I would not read 

it myfelf for a colonel's pay .—Poor Trim ! quoth my 

nnde Toby^ — My father went on.] 

•« Confider the nature of the pofture in which he 
^^ now lies ftretchcd, — what exquifite torture he en- 
^* durcs by it ! — 'Tis all nature can bear ! Good God ! 
*• See how it keeps his weary foul hanging upon his 
*« trembling lips, — ^willing to take its leave, — but not 

«• fufiered to depart ! Behold the unhappy wretch 

•* led back to his cell ! " 

—.[Then, thank God, however, quoth Trim, they 
Juive not killed him.] •— ^ 

^See 
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^^ See hixn dragged out of it agm to meet tKcr 
^ flames, and the infults in his laft agomes> which this 
*' principle^— -this principle, that there can be religion 
'' without mercy> has prepared for him. The fureft 
'' way to try the merit of any difputed notion isj^ to 
*^ trace down the confequences fuch a notion has pro- 
^* duced> and compare them with the fpirit of chrif- 
'* tianity }-^*tis the (hort and dedfive rule which our 
" Saviour hath left us, for thefe and fuch like cafe$i 
<* and it is worth a thoufand arguments*—^ thi^r 
** fruits ye Jhall knovi them* 

'* I will add no farther to the length of this fehnon, 
*^ than by two or three fhort and independent rules 
<' deducible from it. 

*' Firfi^ Whenever a man talks loudly againft rc- 
** ligion, always fufpe^l that it is not his reafon, but 
'^ kis paflions which have got the better of his 
<^ C R B £ D . A bad life and a good belief are difagree- 
«< able and troublefome neighbours, and where * they 
** feparate, depend upon it> *tis for no other caufe 
" but quietnefs fake. 

Secondly t When a man thus repreTented, tells you 

in any particular inftance,— That fuch a thing goes 
*' againft his confcience,— always believe he means 

exactly the fame thing, as when he tells you fuch 

a thing goes againft his ilomach ; a prefent 

want of appetite being generally jthe true caufe of 
** both. 

** In a word, — truft that man in nothing, who \a» 
f not a Conscience in every thing. 

**And, 
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*^ And, in your own cafe, remember this ][daift 
5» ^Uftindion, a miftake in which has ruined thoufands,, 
«...that your confcienceis not a law: — No, God and 
** reafon made the law, aud have placed confcience 
** within you to determine, — ^not like an Jfiatic Cadi, 
** according to the ebbs and flows of his ownpaflions, 
" ■■ b ut like a Britijh Judge in this land of liberty 
** and good fenfe, who makes no new law, but faith* 
** fully declares that law which he knows already 
** written/' 

END OF THI SERMON. 

T. SHANDY, V. I. C. 14b; 



REMAINDER OF THE 

5TORY OF TRIM'S BROTHER. 

A S Tom^^ place, an't pleafe your honour, was eafy 
•*• -*• and the weather warm it put him 

upon thinking ferioufly of fettling himfelf in the 
world ; and as it fell out about that time, that a Jew 
who kept a faufage-ftiop in the fame llreet,,had the 
ill luck to die of a ftrangury, and leave his widow in 

poiTeffion of a rouiing trade Tom thought (as every 

body- in LtJbon\i^% doing the belt he could devife for 
himfeli) there could be no harm in offering her his 
fervice to carry it on : fo without any introdudtion to 
the widow, except that of buying a pound of faufagca 

at 
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ae her (ho p * T (m fet ou t ■ C Qundng the natter 
thus within himfelf, as he walked along, that let the 
worfi: come of it that could, he fhould at leail get a 

pound of faufages for their worth ^but, if things went 

ivell, he ihonld be fet up ; inafmuch as he fhould get 
not only a pound of faufages — but a wife— and iaafage 
ihop, an't pleafe your honour, into the bargain. 

Every fervant in the £unily, from high to low» 
iKoihed Tom fuccefs ; and I can fancy, an't pleafe your 
Jionour, I fee him this mo;nent, with his white dimity 
waiftcoat and breeches, and hat a little o'one fide, 
paifing jollily along the (Ireet, fwinging his ftick, with 
a fmile and a cheerful word for every body he met. 

But, alas ! Tom / thou fmileft no more, cried the 
Corporal^ looking on one fide of him upon the ground* 
as if he apoilrophifed him in his dungeon. 

Poor fellow i faid my uncle Tofy, feelingly. 

He was an honeft, light-hearted lad, an't pleafe your 
honour, as ever blood warm'd 

Then he refembled thee. Trim, faid my uncle Tpfy, 
rapidly* 

The Corporal bluihed down to his fingers'ends— — 

Atear of fentimental baihfuhiefs — another of gratitude 

to my uncle Tofy^-^zxid a tear of forrow for his brother's 

misfortunes, (buted into his eye, and ran fweetly dowai 

his cheek together : my uncle Tofy*9 kindled as one 

lamp does iat another ; and taking hold of the breafl of 

Trim's coat (which had been that of Le Fevre's), as if 

to cafe his lame leg, but in reality to gratify a finer 

iceling<«— ->bc flood filoit for a minute and ahalf i at 

the 
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Ait end of which he took his hand away ; and the 
Corporal making a bow, went on with his ftoiy of 
Jiis brother and the ]^ew's widow. 

When Tom, an't pleafe your honour, got to the 
Ihop, there was nobpdy in it, but. a poor negro girl» 
with a bunch of white feathers (lightly tied to the 
end of a long cane, flapping away flies'— not killing 
them. 

'Tis a pretty pidlnre, faid my uncle Tohj,'^fhc had 
fufl^red perfecution. Trim, and had learnt mercy—— 
-^he was good, an't pleafe your honour, from na« 
PiVC, as well as from hardibipsi and there arecircum- 
ftancet in the ftory of that poor friendlefs flut, tha( 
wou)d melt a heart of ftone, faid Trim; and fome 
difmal winter's evening, when your honour is in the 
Juimour, they ihall be told yoa with the reft of To^q^ 
.ftory, for it makes a part of it. 

Then do not forget. Trim, faid my nucle To^. 
A negro has a foul? in't pleafe your honour, faij 
the Corporal, (doabtingly.) 

I am not mucji veifed. Corporal, quoth my uncte 
Tofy> J^ things of that kind ! but I fuppofe, God 
frquld not leave him without one, any more thasi ' 
fhee or me. 

It would be patting one (adly over the hc^ of 
another, quoth the^ Corporal. 

It would be fo, faid my unde Tohy, 

Why then, an't j^eafe your honour, is a black wench 
fo be ufed worfe than a white oiie ? 

I can give no rcafon, faid my uncle 7<rf^H— - 

E 
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-Only, cried the Corporal, Ihaking his head, 
becaufe (he has no one to ftand up for her — 

'Tis that very thing, Trimy quoth hiy uncle Tohy^^ 
which recommends her to proted^ion, and her brethren 
with her; 'tis the fortune of war which has put the 
whip into our hands nonx> where it may be here- 
after. Heaven knows! ^but be it where it will, the 

brave. Trim, will not ufe it unkindly. 
God forbid, faid the Corporal. 

Amen, refponded my uncle Tohy^ laying his hand 
upon his heart. 

The Corporal returned to his ftory, and went on— 
but with an embarraffment in doing it, which here 
and there a reader in this world will not be able to 
comprehend ; for by the many fudden tranfitions all 
along, from one kind and cordial pailion to another, 
in getting thus far on his way, he had lott the fport- 
able key of his voice, which gave fenfe and fpirit to 
his tale : he attempted twic^ to refumc it, but could . 
not pleafe himfelf; fo giving a ftout hem! to rally 
back the retreating fpirits, and aiding nature at the 
fame time with his left asm a-kimbo on one fide, and 
with his right a little extended, fupported her on the 
other — the Corporal got as near the note as he couldj 
and in that attitude, continued his ftory. ^ 

As Tom^ an't pleafe your honour, had no bufincfa 
at that time with the Moori/h girl, he pafled on into 
die room beyond, to talk to the Jeiu^ widow about 
love — and being, as I have told your honour, an open* 
chcary-hcartcd lad, with his chara^er wrote into 

looks 
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looks and carriage, he took a chair, and without 
much apology, but with great civility at the fame 
• timc,Waced it clofe to her at the table, and fat down. 

Now a widow, an*t pleafe your honour, always 
choofcs a fecond hu(band as unlike the firft as (he 
cani fo the affair was fettled in her mind before T(?/» 
mentioned it. 

She figncd the capitulation— and Tom fealed it; 
and there was an end of the matter. 

T. SHANDY, V. IV. C. 6^ 



THE BEGUINE. 

T MUST here inform you, that tHs'fervant of my 
■^ uncle Tobys, who went by the name of Trinty had 
l)cen a Corporal in my uncle's own company,— his 
real name was James Butler y — ^but having got the 
tuck-name of Trim in the regiment, my uncle Toby^ 
unlefs when he happened to be very anj^ with him, 
would never call him by any ^her name. 

Thc'poor fellow had been difabled for the fervice, 
•Dj^ wound on his left knee by a mufket bullet, at 
the battle ^i Landen, which was two years before the 
affiur of Namur\ — and as the fellow was well-beloved 
in the regiment, and a handy fellow into the bargain, 
my uncle Toby took him for his fervant; and of an 
txcdknt ufc was he, attending my uncle Toby in the 

E 2 camp 
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camp and in his quarters as a valet, groom« b 
cook^ fcmpfter, and nurfe; 'and indeed, from i 
UA, waited upon him and ferved him with* 
fidelity and a£fedion« 

My uncle Toby loved the man in returrf, and 
attached him more to him iliH, was the fimiliti 
their knowledge.— For Corporal Trim, (for i 
die future^ I (hall call him) by fpur years occa 
attention to his matter's difcoarfe upon fortified t 
and the advantage of prying and peeping contii 
into his mafter^s plans « &c« excluiive and t 
what he gained Hobbt-Horsically^ as a bod 
vant, Nm Hobby Horfical per ft ;''''^2A becoi 
mean proficient in the fitience ; and was thoug] 
the cook and chamber-maid , to know as much 
nature of ilrong-holds as my uncle Toby himfelf. 

I have but one more ftroke to give to finilh 
poral Tr/Vw's chara^ler,—— and it is the only 
line in \u — The fellow loved to advife, — or 
to hear himfelf talk; his carriage, however, \i 
pcrfedly refpedlful, 'twas eafy to keep him 
'when you had him fo ; but fet his tongue a-goii 
you had no hold of him — ^be was voluble; — the 
nal interlardings of your Honour, with the refpc 
nefs of Corporal Trims manner, interceding fo 1 
in behalf of his elocution, — that thougn you \ 

have been incommoded, you could not wc 

angry. My uncle Toby was feldom either the 
p? ,the otjier with him,— or, at leaft, this fau 
Trim^ bsoke no f^uares with them* My uncle 
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IS I (iid, loved tlie man ; and befides, as he er^ 

looked upon a £iithful fervant, — but as an humble 
Mendj — ^he coald not bear to ftop his mouth*—— 
Such was Corporal Trimm 

So, thou waft once in lo\e. Trim/ faid my uncle 
Tefyy fmiling— 

Soafe! replied the Corporal— over head and ears! 
jm't pleafe your honour. Prithee when? where ? — and 
how' came it to pals? — I never heard one word of it 
before, quoth my uncle Tofy. — ^I dare fay, anfwered 
Trim, that every drummer and ferjeant's (on, in the 
f^iment knew of it— It's high time I (hould — faid 
my uncle ToSy, 

Your honour remembers with concern, faid the Cor- 
poral, the total rout and confufion of our camp, and 
the army, at the affair of Landen ; every one ^,\%\t,{t 
to (hift for himfelf ; and if it had not been for the re^ 
gimeuts of Wyndhamt LumUy and Galiuay, which co- 
. fered the retreat over the bridge of Neer/peekent the 
*KiBg himfelf could fcarce have gained it — ^he was 
prefled hard* as your honour knows, on every fide 
of hi m 

Gallant mortal! cried my uncle Tohy, caitght up 
with cnthufiafm — this moment, now that all is loft, 
I fee him galloping acrofs me, Co'rporal, to the left^ 
to bring up the remains of the Englifh horfe along 
with him, to fupport the right, and tear the laurel 
fiom Luxembourg's brows, if ytt 'tis poflible — I fee 
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him with the knot of his fcarf juft fhot off, infiifinj 
frefh fpirits into poor Gal^jL-a/s regiment — ^ridin^ 
^ong the line — then whfeling about, and charging 
Conti at the head of it — Brave! brave, by Heaven! 
cried my uncle Toby, he deferves a crown — as richl] 
as"*a thief a halter, fiiouted Trim, 

My uncle Tokj^ knew the Corporal's loyalty;— 
otherwife the comparifon was not at all to his mind- 
It did not altogether ftrike the Corporal's fancy whci 
he had made it — ^but it could not be recalled — foh 
had nothing to do, but proceed. 

• As the number of wounded was prodigious, an< 
no one had time to think of any thing, but his owi 
fafety — Though Talmajhy faid my uncle Tohy, brough 
off the foot with great prudence — But I was left upoi 
the field, faid the Corporal, Thou waft fo, poor fel 
low ! replied my uncle Tohy — So that it was noon th 
next day, continued the Corporal, before I was ex 
changed, and put into a cart with thirteen or fourteei 
xnore> in order to be conveyed to our hofpital. — Th 
anguilh of my knee, continued the Corporal, wa 
cxceflivc in itfelf ; and the linealinefs of the cart, wit 
the rougKhefs of the roads, which were terribly cd 
up — making bad ftill worfe — every'^ep was death t 

* me : fo that with the lofs of blood, and the want c 
care-taking of me, and a fever I felt coming on befide 
—(Poor foul! faid my uncle 7o^) all together, an 
pleafe your honour, was more than I could fuftain. 

I was telling my fufferings to a young woman \ 
a peafant*s houfe, where our <:art, wliich was the la 

c 
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^. i»f the line, had halted; tlicy had hclpcx! me in, and 
> ^he young woman had taken a coidial out i>f her 
k-r. .pocket and dropped it upon fome fugar, and fcciiig 
bit had cheer'd me, flic had given it nio a fccond and 

'^.third time. So I was telUng her, an'r plcafe \our 

^'jbiOliour* the anguilh I was in, and was fi«ying it was 

intolerabk to me, that I had much rather lie dowji 

the bed, tarnliig my face tOvvarvl.* one whlcli 

\'9f9B in the corner of the room — and die, than go on 

•when» upon her attcn-.pting to lead nic to it, I 

inted away in lior rrms. S::c was a ^m.vi foul! a> 

our honour, faid the Corporal, wiping Lis eyes, 

ill hear. 

«■ I thought /y-wf had been a joyou.*, ihi.ig, quoth my 

*j.' *Tis the mod ferious thing, ant plcafe your honour, 
y'^(fometimcs] that is in the w orld. 
%•'. By the perfuafion of the young woman, continued 
S;*- .the Corporal, the cart with the wounded men fet off 
'.. ' without me : ihe had aiTured them I fliould expire 
^ immediately if I was put into the cart. So when I 
*• came to myfelf — I found myfclf in a flill, quiet cot- 
K»itage^ with no one but the young woman, and the pea- 
ttj.fimt and his wife. I was laid acrofs the bed in the 
y^lfeiMiier of the room, widi my woundtd leg upon the 
.'diair, and the young woman befide me, holding the 
:-^|;ner of her handkerchief dippM in vinegar to my 
:'. 0ofe with one hand, and rubbing my temples with the 
Other. 

I took her at firll for the daughter of the peafant ; 
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(for it was no inn)— *ib had offered her 1 little fOxTt 

with eighteen florins^ which my poor' brother Tom 

(here Trim wip'd his eyes) had fent me as a token« by 

a recniitj juft before he fet out for Li/l<m. 

The young woman called the old man and his wife 

into the room» to ihow them the money, in order to 

gain me csedit for a bed, and what little necefraries I 

fhould want, 'till I fhould be in a condition to be got 

to the hofpital Come then ! faid Ihe, tying up the 

little purfe,-— I'll be your banker — ^but as that office 

abne will not 'keep me employed, I'll be your nurfc 

too. 

I thought by her manner of fpeaking this, as well 

as by her drefs, which I then began to confidcr more 

attentively — that the young woman could not be the 

daughter of the pcafant. She was in black down to 

her toes, with her hair concealed under a cambric bofr 

der, laid clofe to her forehead : (he was one of thofc 

kind of Nuns, an't pleafc your honour, of which 

your honour knows there are a great many in Flanden^ 

which they let loofe. — By the defcription, Trim^ faid 

my uncle T'ohyy I dare fay (he was a young Beguinef of 

. which there are none to be found any where but in the 

Spanijh Netherlands — except at AmfterdafH^^xbty difiet 

from Nuns in this, that they can quit their cloifter if 

they choofe to marry : they vifit and take care of the 

lick by profeflion — I had tather, for my own part, thqr 

did it out of good- nature. 

The young Begume, continued the Corporrl, had 

fcarce given herfelf time totell me '< fhc would bft 

my 
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07 nurie/' w&ea (lie haftily turned aboat to Begm t&e 
office of one» and prepare fomediing for me — and in s 
fliort time — ^though I thought it a long one — (he came 
back with flannels^ &c. Sec* and having fomented mj 
isnee foundly for a couple of hours, and made me ar 
thin bafon of gruel for my fupper*-— -(he wifhed me 
reft» and promifed to be with me early in the morn« 
in g . . S he wifhed me, an't pleafe your honour, 
what was not to be had.. My fever lan very high that 
night — her figure made fad diflurbance within me 
I was every moment cutting the world in two^to* 
give her half of k— and every moment was I crying^ 
that I had nothing but a knap-fack and eighteen florins 
to fliaic with her — ^The whole night long was the fair 
Begutne, like an angel, clofe by my bed-fide, holding 
back my curtain and ofiering me cordials — and I was* 
«nly awidcened from my dream by her coming there 
at the hour promifed, ai^d giving them in reality. Is- 
troth fhe was fcarce ever from me ; and fo accuftomed 
was I to receive life from her hands, that my heart 
fickened, and I loft colour when fhe left the tooxsu. 
■ I L ove, an^ pleafe your honour, is exactly like was 
in this ; that a foldier, though he has efcaped three 
weeks complete o'Saturday night — may ueverthelefs 

he ihot through his heart on Sunday morning It 

tippened fo here, an't pleafe your honour, with tbi» 
difference only-— that i( was on Sunday, in tiie aftcr- 
Aoon,. when. I fell in love all at once with a fiflerara— 
It burft upon me, an*t pleafe your honour, like a boinbr 
*-fcarce giving me time to fay " God blefs me." 

£ 5 X tboi^l 
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I thoaghty Trim, faid my uncle Tshjy a man never 
fell in love fo very fuddenly. 

Yes, an't pleafe your honour, if he is in the way of 
it — replied Trim* 

I prithee, quoth my uncle Tol^y, inform me how this 
matter happened. 

—With all pleafure, faid the Corporal, making a 
.bow. I had efcaped, continued the Corporal, all 
that time from falling in love, and had gone on to 
the end of the chapter, had it not been predeftined 

otherwife there is no refitting our fate. It was on 

a Sunday, in the afternoon, as I told your honour. 
The old man and his wife had walked out — Every 
thing was dill and hulh as midnight about the 
Loufe. 

There was not fo much as a duck or a duckling 
;tbout the yard ;. when the fair Beguine came to fee 
xne* 

My wound was then in a fair way of doing well— 
the inflammation had been gone off for fome time;, 
but it was fucceeded with an itching both above and 
below my knee, fo infufierable, that I had not fhut 
my eyes the whole night for it. Let me fee it, faid 
fhe, kneeling down upon the ground parallel to my 
knee, and laying her hand upon the part below it- 
it only wants rubbing a little, faid the Beguine ; fo qq* 
Xtnng it with the bed-clothes, (he began with the fore- 
finger of her right hand to rub under my knee,, guiding 
her fore-finger backwards and forwards by the edge of 
the flannel which kept on the drefling. 

Id 
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In five or ^x minutes I felt (lightly the end of her 
iecond finger — and prefently it was laid flat with the 
other ; and (he continued rubbing in that way round 
and round for a good while: it then came into my 

head that I ihould fall in love 1 blufhed when I faww 

how white a hand (he had ^I fhall never, an't pleafe 

your honour, behold another hand fo white whilfti 
live. 

The young Beguine, continued the Corporal, per- 
ceiving it was of great fervice to me f rom rubbing, 
for fome time, with two fingers — -proceeded to rub at 
length with three— till by little and little (he brought 
down the fourth, and then rubbed with her whole 
hand : I will never fay another word, -an't pleafe 
your honour, upon hands again — but it was fofter than 
iatin. 

Frithee„ Trim, commend it as much as thou wilt, 
faid my uncle ToBy ; I Ihall hear thy (lory with the 
more delight — The Corporal thanked his mafter moft 
nhfeignedly ; but having nothing to fay upon the Be* 
guinis hand but the fame thing over again — ^he proceed- . 
cd to the eflfeas of it. 

The fair Beguine faid the Corporal, continued rub- 
bing with her whole hand under my knee till I 

feared her zeal would weary her. — « I would do a 
thoufand times more," faid flie, " for the love of 
Chrift." As fhe continued rubbing — I felt it fprcad 
from under her hand, an't pjeafe your honour, to every 

part of my frame, 

E 6 The 
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The more (he rubbed, and die longer ftrol:es (he 
took — the more the fire kindled in my veins— tiU at 
length, by two or three ftrokes kmger than the reft— 
my paffion rofc to th^ higheft pitch — ^I feized her 

hand and then thou clapped'ft it to thy lips. Trim, 

faid my uQcIe To^T'^-and madeft a fpeech* 

^Vhether the Corporal's amour terminated precHely 
in the way my uncle Tohy defcribed it, is not material ; 
it is enough that it contained in it the eflence of alltho 
love romances which ever have been wrote fince die be* 
ginning of the world* 

T» SHANDY, TOL. JV. CHAP. 4J« 
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The hobby-horse 

NAY, if you come to that,. Sir, have not the 
wifeft of men in all ages, not excepting Solomott 
himfelf, — ^have they not had their Hobbt-Horses ;— 
their running horfes, — ^their coins and their cockle- 
ihells, their drums and their trumpets, their £dd]es» 
tfieir [pallets,— their maggots and their butterflies? 
and fo long as a man rides his Hob by-Horse peace* 
ably and quietly along the king's highway, and nei- 
ther compels you or me to get up behind him,-^pray 
Sir, what have either you or I to do with it ? 
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BeguJISftti mm efl Mffutandum i-^'^'^-itaX is, there vk 
no difputing againU Hobby-Horses; and for mj 
partf I feldom do^ nor could I with any fort of 
grace* had I been an enemy to them at the bottom z 
for happening, at certain intervals and changes of 
the moon> to be both fiddler and painter, according as 
die fly flings : — -be it known to you, that I keep a 
couple of pads myfelf, upon which, in their tumsji 
[nor do I care who knows itj I frequently ride out 
and takb the air ; — ^though fometimes, to my fhanle be 
it fpoken, I take fomewhat longer journies than what 
a wife man would think altogether right. — But the 
truth is, — ^I am not a wife man ;^^— and befides, am a 
mortal of fo little confequence in the world, it is not 
mnch matter what I do : fo I feldom fret or fume at 
idl about it : nor does it much difhirb my reft, whea 
I fee fuch great Lords and tall perfonages as hereafter 
follow ;— fuch> for inflance, as my Lord A, B, C, D^ 
E, F, G, H, I, K* L, M, N, O, P, Q^and fo on, all 
of a row, mounted upon their feveral horfes ; — ^fome 
with large ftirrups, getting on in a more grave and 
fbber pace;— others, on the contrary, tucked up to 
:&eir very chins> with whips acrofs their mouths> 
fcouriHg and fcampering it away like fo many little 
party-coloured devils aftride a mortgage, — and as if 
fome of them, were refolved to break their necks. 
So much the better — fay I to myfelf ; for in cafe the 
worft fhould happen,, the world may make a ftiift to d^ 
excellently well without them ; and for the reft, 

wh y God fpced them— —e'en let them ride on 

with* 
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without oppofition from me ; for were their Lordihip 
unhorfed this very night — 'tis ten to one but that man] 
of them would be worfe mounted by one haft'befon 
to-morrow morning. 

Not one of thefe inftances therefore can be faid t< 
break in upon my refl. But there is an inflance 
which I own puts me off my guard, and that is^ whei 
I fee one born for great adions^ and what is ftil! 
more for his honour, whoie nature ever inclines hin 
to good ones ; when I behold fuch a one, my Lord 
Kke yourfelfi whofe principles and conduft arc a 
generous and noble as his blood, and whom> fb: 
that reafon, a corrupt world cannot fpare one mo< 
ment ; — ^when I fee fuch a one, my Lord,, mounted 
though it 18 but for a minute bej'ond the time whfcl 
my love to my country has prefcribed to him, and ri) 
xeal for his glory wifhes, — ^then, my Lord, I ceafe u 
be a philofopher, and in the firft tranfport of an honef 
impatience, I wifh the Hobby-Horse, with all hi 
fraternity, at the Devil» 



T. SHAKDY, Vt Ij CHAP. 7 & 8, 
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MARIA. 

THEY were the fweeteft notes I ever heard ; 
and I inftantly let down the fore-glafs to 
hear them more diftindly — *Tis Maria^ faid the poftil- 
lion, obferving I was liflening ^Poor Maria conti- 
nued he, (leaning his body on one fide to let me fee 
her, for he was in a line betwixt us,) is fitting upon a 
bank, playing her vcfpers upon her pipe, with her little 
goat befide her» 

The young fellow uttered this with an accent and 
a look fo pcrfedtiy in tune to a feeling heart, that I 
inftantly made avow, I would give him a four-andr- 
twenty fous pwcc, when T got to Moulines^ 

And who is poor Maria? faid L 

The love and pity of all the villages around us, 
faid the poftillion — it is but tliree years ago, that the 
fun did not fhine upon fo fair, fo quick-witted and 
amiable a maid;, and better fate did Maria deferve, 
than to have her banns forbid by the intrigues of the 
curate of the parifh, who publiflied them— 

He was going on, when Mdria, who had made a 
fhort paufe, put the pipe to her mouth, and began the 
air again — they were the fame notes ; — ^yet were ten 
times fweetcr : it is the evening fervice' to the Virgin, 
faid the young man — ^but who has taught her to play 
i t ■ ■ or how fhe came by her pipe, no one knows : 
we think that Heaven has aMed her in both i for 

ever 
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ever fince (he has been unfettled in her mind, it (eems 

her only confolation ^(he has never once had the 

pipe out of her hand, but plays that fer<vk€ upon it al- 
moft night !and day. 

The poftillion delivered this with fo much difcre* 
tiob and natural eloquence, that I could not help de* 
cyphering Something in his face above his condition, 
and ihoold have lifted out his hiftory, had not pooi 
Marias taken fuch full pofTeffion of me. 

We had got up by this time almoft to the bank 
where Maria was fittbg; (he was in a thin white 
' jacket, with her hair, all but two trefles^ drawn up 
into a filk net, with a few olive leaves twifted a lit- 
tle fantaftically on one fide — fhe was beautiful ; and 
if ever I felt the full force of an honeft heart-ache> 
it was the moment I faw her* 

God help herf poor damfcl! above » 
hundred mafles, faid the poftillion, have been faid in 
the fevend parifh churches and convents around for 
her; — ^but without effeft ; we have ftill hopes, as Ihc 
is fenfiblc for Ihort intervals, that the Virgin will at 
laft reftore her to herfelf ; but her parents, who, know 
her bed, are hopelefs upon thatfcore,, and think her^ 
fenfes are loft for ever. 

As the poftillion fpoke this, Maria made a cadence 
fo melancholy, fo tender and querulous, that I fprang 
out of the chaife to help her, and found myfelf fitting 
betwixt her and her goat before I idapfed from my 
cnthufiaijDt 

Mana, 
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Maria looked wiftfully for fome time at me, and 
then at her goat — and then at me — and then at her 
goat again, and fo on, alternately 

— ^Well, Maria, faid I foftly — ^what refcmblancc da 
you find ? >i 

I do entreat the candid reader to believe me^ that 
it was from the hnmbleil convi^on of what a hrqft 
man is, — that I a&ed the quedion ; and that I would 
not have let fallen an unfeafonable pleafantty in the 
veneraUe prefencc of Mifery, to-be entitled to all 
the wit that ever Rahelah fcattered — and ytt I own 
my heart fmote me, and that I fb fmarted at the very 
idea of it, that I fwore I would fet up for Wifdom, 

and utter grave fentences die reft of my days and 

never— ncvw attempt again to commit mirth with 
man, woman, or child, the longeft day I had to lire. 

As. for writing nonfenfe to them — ^I believe, thexo 
WJ^ a referve — ^but that I. leave to the world. 

Adieu, AftfrarZ-^adieu, poor haplefs damfel ! ftme 
time, bat tiot »<?w^ I may hear thy forrows from thy 
own Ups-obut I was deceived ; for that moment (ho 
took her pipe, and told me fuch a tale of woe with it„ 
that I rofe up, and with broken and irregular fteps,. 
walked foftly to my ehaife. 

T, SHANDY, VOL* IV. C. 8j* 
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M A R I A. 

MOULINES, 

I NEVER felt what the diflrefs of plenty was in 
any one Ihape till now to travel it through the 

Bourbomiois, the fvvecteft part of prance in the hey- 
day of the vintage, when Nature is pouring her abun- 
dance into every one's lap, and every eye is lifted up 

a journey, through each ftep of which Mufic 

beats time to Lahoury and all her children are rejoicing 

as they carry in their cluftcrs to pafs through 

this with my affedions flying out, and kindling at every 
group before me and eycry one of them was preg- 
nant with adventures. 

Juft Heaven ! ^ — it would fill up twenty volumes 

and alas ! I have but a few fmall pages of this 

to croud it into and half thefe muft be taken up 

with the poor Maria my friend Mr. Shandy met witk 
near Moulmes. 

The ftory he had told of that difordered maid af- 
fefted me not a little in the reading j but when I got 
within th^ neighbourhood where flie lived, it returned 
fo ftrong into my mind, that I could not refift an im- 
pulfe which prompted me to go half a league out of 
the road, to the village where her parents dweh, to in- 
quire after hen 

'Tis going, I own, like the Knight of the Woeful 
Countcnance> ia queft of melancholy adventures — -* 

but 
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but I know not how it is, but I am never fo perfeiftly 
confcious of the exiftencc of a foul within me, as when 
I am entangled in them* 

. The old mother came to the door; her looks told 
me the ftory before (he opened her mouth — She had 
loft her hufband; he had died, fhe faid, of anguilh 
for the lofs of Marias fenfes, about a month before— 
She had feared at lirft, (he added, that it would have 
plundered her poor girl of what little undcrllanding 
was left — ^but, on the contrary, it had brought her 
more to herfelf — Hill (he could not reft — her poor 
daughter, ftie faid, crying, was wandering fomewhere 
about the road — 

— ^Why does my pulfe beat languid as I write this ? 
and what made La Fleur, whoie heart feemed only 
to be tuned to joy, to pafs the back of his hand 
twice acrofs his eyes,' as the woman ftood and told it ? 
I beckoned to the poftillion to turn back into the 
road— 

When we had got within half a league of Movlinesy 
at a little opening of the road leading to a thicket,. I 

difcovered poor Maria fitting under a poplar ftie 

was fitting with her elbow in her lap, and her head 
leaning on one fide within her hand \ — a fmall brook 
ran at the foot of the tree. 

I bid the poftillion go on with the chaife to Moulines.^ 
and La Fleur to befpeak my fupper — and that I would 
walk after him. 

She was drefled in ^hite> and much as my friend 
defcribed her, except that her hair hung loofe, which 

befoiQ 
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before was twilled within a filk net. — She had, fupcr* 
added likewifc to her jacket, a pale-green riband> 
which fell acrofs her fhoulder to the waift ; at the end 
of which hong her pipe. — Her goat had been as faith- 
lefs as her lover ; and (he had got a little dog i» lieu 
'6f him, which Ihe had kept tied by a ftring to her gir- 
dle : as I looked at her dog, (he drew him towards hcf 
with the ftring — " Thou (halt not leave me, Syl'vky* 
faid ihe. I looked in Marias eyes, and faw fhe was 
thinking more of her father than of her loVer or her 
little goat; for, as (he uttered them, the tears trickled 
down her cheeks. 

I fat down clofe by her ; and Maria let me wipe 
them away, as they feU, with my handkerchief. — I 
then fteep'd it in my own — and then in ber's — and 
then in mine — and then I wiped her's aga'.ii — and as I 
did it, I felt fuch undefcribable emotions within me, at 
I am fure could not be accounted for from any combi- 
nations of matter and motion. 

I am pofitive I have a foul ; nor ean all the book* 
with which materialifts have peftered the world eve? 
convince me to the contrary. 

When Maria had come a little to herfelf, I a(ked 
her if (he remembered a pale, thin perfon of a man 
who had fat down betwixt her and her goat about 
two years before ? She faid, fhe was unfettled much 
»t that time, but remembered it upon two accounts — 
that, ill as flic was, fhe faw the perfon pitied her; 
and next, that her goat had -ftolen his handkerchief^ 
and (he had beat him for die theft-^flKi had wa(hed 
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It, Ihc faid, in the brook, and kept if ever lince in tec 
pocket, to reftore it to him in cafe (he fhould ever fee \ 
him again, which, (he added, he had half promifed her. 
As (he told me this, (he took the handkerchief out of 
her pocket to let me fee it; (he had folded it up 
neatly in a couple of vine leaves, tied round with a 
Itendril-— — on opening it, I faw an S marked in one of 
the comers. 

She had fmce that, (he told me, (Irayed as far a« 
Xome, and walk'd round St. Peters once — and return'd 
"back — that (he found hdr way alone acrofs the Appen^ 
sv/KTi^— -had travelled over all Lombardy without money 
•— 4nd through the flinty roads of Savoy without (hoci 
•—how '(he had borne it> and how (he had got fupport- 

led, (he could not tell ^but God tempers the ivind, faid 

Maria, TO THS shorn lamb. 

Shorn indeed! and to the quick, faid I; and waft 
thou in my own land, where I have a cottage, I would 
take thee to it, and (helter thee : thou (houldil eat of 
mj own bread, and drink of my own cup — I would be 
Jdnd to thy Sjivio in all thy weaknefles and wan- 
ilerings I would feek after thee, and bring thee back— « 
when the fun went down, I would fay my prayers; and 
when I had done, thou (houldft play thy evening fong 
upon thy pipe, nor would the incenfe of my facrifice be 
worie accepted for entering heaven along with that of 
ii broken heart. 

Nature melted within me, as I uttered this; and 
Maria obfcrving, as I took out my handkerchi^:f, that 
it was fteq>'d too much already to be of ufe, w ould 

needs 
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needs go wafh it in the ftream — and where will you dry 
it, Maria ? faid I — I will dry it in my bofom, faid fhc 
—'twill do me good. 

And is your heart ftill fo warm, Maria ? faid I. 

I touch'd upon the firing on which hung all her 
forrows — (he look'd with willful diforder for fomc 
time in my face ; and then, without faying any thing, 
took her pipe ^d play'd her fervice to the Virgin— 
The firing I had touch'd ceafed to vibrate — in a mo- 
ment or two Maria returned to hcrfelf — let her pipe 
fall — and rofe up. 

And where are you going, Maria? faid I. — She 
faid, to MouUnes, — Let us go, faid I, together. — Maria 
put her arm within mine, and lengthening the firing, 
to let the dog follow — in that order we 'entered 
Moitlines. 

Though I hate falutations and greetings in the mar- 
ket-place^ yet when we got into the middjp of this>. I 
ilopp*d to take my lad look and lafl farewell of Maria. 

Maria, though not tall, was neverthelefs of the fiift 
order of fine forms — affli5lion had touch'd her looks 
with fomething that was fcarce earthly — flill (he was 
feminine — and fo much was there about her of all that 
the heart wifhes, or tiie eye looks for in woman, that 
could the traces be ever worn out of her brain, and 
thofe of E/iza% out of mine, fhe fhould not only eat ofm^ 
hre'ad and drink of my (ywn cup, but Maria fhould lie in 
my bofom, and be unto me as a daughter. 

Adieu, poor lucklefs maiden ! imbibe the oil and 

wine which the compaffion jof a flranger^ as he journey- 

eth 
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cth'on his way, now pours into thy wounds. — The Be- 
ing who has twice bruiied thee can only bind them up 
forever. 
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THE PARSON'S HORSE. 

T> E it known then, that, for about five years before 
••^ the date of the midwife's lifcence, of which you 
have had fo circumftantial an account, — the parfon we 
have to do with had made himfelf a country-talk by a 
breach of all decorum, which he had committed againft 
himfelf, his ftation, and his- office; and that was in ne- 
ver appearing better, or otherwife mounted, than upon 
a lean, forry, jackafs of a horfe, valu'e about one pound 
fifteen (hillings ; who, to flierten all defcription of him, 
-was full brother to Rofinante^ as far as fimilitude conge- 
nial could make him ; for he anfwered his defcription 
to a hair-breadth in every thing,— except that I do not 
remember 'tis any where faid, that Rojinante was broken 
winded; and that, moreover, hojinantey as is the hap- 
pinefs of moft Spanijh horfes, fat or lean, — ^was un- 
doubtedly a horfe at all points. 

I know very well that the Hero's horfe .was a horfe 
of chafle de^ ortmcnt, which may have given grounds 

fof 
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for the contrary opinion : But it is as certain at the fame 
time, that Rofinante'% continency (as may be demon* 
ftrated from the adventure of the Yanguejian carriers) 
proceeded from no bodily defedl t)r caufe whatfocver, 
but frOhi the temperance and orderly current of hit 
blood. — ^And let me tell you. Madam, there is a great 
^cal of very good chaftity in the world, in behalf of 
ivhich you could not fay more for your life. 

Let that be as it may, as my purpofe is to do exad 
juftice to every creature brought upon the ftage of this 
dramatic work,*— I could act ftifle this diftindion in 
favour of Don ^'xote^s horfc; — ^in all odier points, dw 
parfon's horfe, I fay» was joft fuch another,— for he wit 
as lean, and as lank, and as forry a jade, as Hum* 
LiTT herfelf could have bcftrode. 

In the eftimation of here and there a num of weak 
judgment, it was greatly in the parfon's power to have^ 
helped the figure of this horfe of his, — for he was 
nafter of a v«ry handibme demi>peak'd faddle; quilted 
on the feat with green phifh, gsUnifhed with a double 
tow of diver headed ftuds, and a noble pair of (hining 
brafs flirrups, with a hoofing Altogether fuitable^ of 
gny liiperfine cloth, with an edging of black lace, 
terminating in a deq>, black, filk fringe, foudre d*9r^ 
»— all which he had purchafed in the pride and primp 
of his life, together with a grand embofled bridle^ or* 
namented at all points as it ihould be. But not 

* 

caring to banter his beaft, he had hung all thefe up 
l)ehind his ftudy door: — and, in lieu of them, l^id 

feriouUy befitted hina with jnft fuch a bridle and fuch 

a fad« 
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a &ddle, as the figare and value of fiich a Aeed might 
well and truly dcfcrve. 

In tiie feveral Tallies about his parllh, and in tho 
neighbouring vifits to the gentry, who lived around 
him, — ^you will eafily comprehend, that the parfon^ 
fo appointed, would both hear and fee enough to keep 
his philofophy from rutting. To fpeak the truth, he 
never could enter a village, but he caught the ^ten<- 
tion of both old and young.— Labour ftood ftill as 
lie paiTed the bucket hung fufpended in the mid- 
dle of the well, the fpinning wheel forgot itf 

round,— —-even chuck-farthing and fliuffle-cap them- 
folves ftood gaping till he had got out of fight; and 
as his movement was not of the quickeft, he had ge« 
nefally time enough updn his hands to make bis ob- 
fervations, — ^to hear the groans of the ferious, — mi 
the laughter of the light-hearted ; — all which he boro 
vndk excellent tranquillity. — His chara^r was,— ha 
Jovcd a jeft in his heart — and as he faw himfelf in the 
true point of ridicule, he would fay, he could not be 
angiy witli otheis for feeing him in a light, in which 
he fo ftrongly faw himfelf. So that to his friends^ 
who knew his foible was not the love of money, and 
wiio therefore made the lefs fcruple in bantering the 
extravagance of his humour, — inflead of giving the 
true caufe,— he cho£s rather to join in the laugh againU 
himfelf; and as he never carried once fingle ounce of 
Wh upon his own bones, being altogether as fpare a 
-figure as his beaft,— «he would fometimes infift upon 
it that the hoiie was as good as the rider deferved;— ^ 
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Aat they wcra, ccntaur-like, — both of a piece. At 
other times, and in other moods, when bis fpirits were 
above the temptation of falfc wit, — ^he would ^y, he * 
found hirafelf going off faft in a confumption; and, 
with great gravity, would pretend, he could not bear 
the fight of a fat horfe, without a dejedion of hearty 
and a feniible alteration in his pulfe; and that he had 
made choice of the lean one he rode upon, not only to 
keep himfelf in countenance, but in fpirits. 

At different times he would give fifty humoroos and 
appofitc rcafons for riding a meek-fpiritcd jade of a 
broken- winded horfe, preferably to one of mettle ;— • 
for on fuch a one he could fit mechanically, and medi- 
tate as delightfully df vanitaU munii et fugafaadu as 
with the advantage of a death's-head before him ;•— 
that, in all other excrcitations, he could fpend his time,' 
as he rode flowly along, — to as much account as in his 
ftudy;— that he could draw up an argument in his fer* 
mon, or a hole in his breeches, as fleadily on the one as 
in the other ; — that brifk trotting and flow argumenta- 
tion, like wit and judgmqit, were two incompatible 
movements. — But that upon his fteed — ^he could unite 
and reconcile every thing, — ^he could compofe his fer« 
mon — ^he could compofe his cough,— and, in cafe 
nature gave a call that way, he could likewife compofe 
himfelf to fleep.— In fhort, the parfon upon fuch en- 
counters would affign any caufe but the true ,caufe,— 
and he with-held tke true one, only out of a nicety of 
temper, becaufe he thought it did honour to hinu 
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EAR Senfibility ! fource inexhaufted of 
all that's precious in our joys, or coMjr 
in our forrows! thou chained thy martyr down upon 
the bed of ftraw — and 'tis thou who lifteft him up to 
Heavbn-:— eternal fountain of our feelings!— 'tit 
here I trace thee — and this is thy ** dmhtitj nuhichftirt 
•' njoithin «/'— not, that in fome fad and fickening mo* 
mcnts, " my Jmljhrinh had upon herfelfy andftartUs at 
'« deftruaion'* — mcxe pomp of wordsr— but that I feel 
fome generous joys and generous cares beyond myfelf 

all comes from thee, great — great seniorium of 

the world I which vibrates, if a hair of our heads but 
fall upon the ground, in the remotcft defert of thy 
croation. — ^Touched with thee, Eugenius draws my cur- 

teun when I languifh hears my tale of fymptoms, 

and blames the weather for the diforder of his nerves. 
Thon giv'ft a portion of it fometimes to the rou^hcft 
peafimt who traverfes the bleakeft mountains— he finds 
the lacerated Iamb of another's flock — ^This moment I 
bdield him leaning with his head againft his crook, 
witK pittous inclination looking down upon it ! — Oh! 
bad I come one moment fooner ! — ^it bl^ds to death--* 

Ml gentle heart bleeds with it 

Peace to thee, generous fwain I I fee thou walked 
of with anguilh — ^but thy joys (hall balance it — for 
k^jpy is thy cottage — and happy is the (barer of it— 
■nd happy are the lambs which fport about you* 

SENT, JOUR. p. 226» 
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The SUPPER. 

» 

A SHOE coming loofc from the fore-foot of the 
thill-horfe, at the beginning of the afcentof 
mount Taurirot the poidilion difmounted, twilled 
the (hce OiT, and put it in his pocket : as the afcent 
was of five or fix miles, and that horfe- our main dc- 
pendance, I made a point of having the ihoe fattened 
on agair, as well as we could; but the poilillion had 
thrown away the nails> and the hammer in the chaife« 
box being of no great ufe without them, I fubmittcd 
to go on. 

He had not mounted half a mile higher, when 
coming to a flinty piece of road, the poor devil loft a 
fecond fhoe, and from off his other fore-foot* I then 
got out of the chaife in good earned; and feeing a 
Boufe about a quarter of a mile to the left-hand, with a 
-great deal to do, I prevailed upon the poftillion to turn 
up to it. The look of the houfe, and of every thing 
.about it, as we drew nearer, foon reconciled me to the 
difafter. It was a little farm-houfe, furrounded with 
about twenty acres of vineyard, about as mucl> com— 
and clofe to the houfe, on one fide, was TLpotagerie of aa 
acre and an half full of every thing which could make 
plenty in a French peafaut's houfe — and on the other fide 
W;as a little wood which fumifhed wherewithal to drefs 
it. It was about eight in the evening when I got to the 
hotife— fo I left the poftillion to manage his point as 
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he could — and for inine> I walked diredlly into the 
houfe. 

The family confifted of an old grey-headed ma« 
and his wife, with five or fix fens and fons-in-law, 
and their feveral wives, and a joyous genealogy oat of 
Aem. 

They were all flitting down together to their Icntil* 
fonp; a large wheaten loaf was in the middle of the 
table ; and a flagon of wine at each end of it ptomiC- 
ed joy through the ftagcs of the repaft — 'twas a fcaft of 
love. 

The old man rofc up to meet me, and with a rcfped- 
fol cordiality would have me fit down at the table : my 
heart was iet down the moment I entered the room ; fo 
I fat down at once like a fon of the family ; and to in- 
?eft m3rfelf in the charafter as fpeedily as I could, I in- 
ftantly borrowed the old man's knife, and taking up the 
kaf, cut myfelf a hearty luncheon ; and as I did it, I 
fiw a teftimony in every eye, not only of an honeft wel- 
come, but of a welcome mix'd with thanks that I had 
not (eem'd to doubt it. 

Was it thb; or tell me, Nature, what elfe it was 
diat made this morfel fo fweet — ^and to what magic I 
owe it, that tlni draught I took of their flagon was fo 
delicious with it, that they remain upon nxy palate ta 
this hour ? 

If the fupper was to my taftc— Ae grace which fol-^ 
lowed was much more fo» 
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THE CRACE. 

T T THEN fupper was over, the old man gave a 
^^ knock upon the table with the haft. of hii 
knife> to bid them prepare for the dance : the moment 
the ftgnal was given, the women and girls ran all toge- 
ther into the back apartment to tic up their hair — and 
the young men to the door to waih their faces, and 
change their/ahois : and in thfee minutes every foul 
was ready upon a little efplanad^ before the houfe to be- 
gin — ^The old man and his wife came out laft« and 
placing me betwixt them« fat down upon a fopha of tuif 
by the door. 

The old man had fome fifty years ago been no mean 
performer upon the mUlU — ^and» at the age he was then 
of, touched it well enou^ for the pnrpofe. His wife 
fang now and then a little to the tune — then intermit* 
ted — and joined her old man again, as their children 
and grand*children danced before them. 

It was not till the middle of the fecond dance, 
when, for fome paufes in the movement wherein they 
|dl feem'd to look up, I fancied I could diftinguiih an 
elevation of fpirit difierent from that which is the caufe 
or the effeft of fimple jollity. — In a word, I thought I 
fepheW Religion mixing in the dance-r-but as I had ne* 
Ycr feen her fo engaged, I fhould have look'd upon it 
now as one of the illufions of an imagination which is 
Ctcinaljly ipifleaidini; Qie^ had not the old man, as foon 

ai 
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as the dance ended^ faid that this was their conftant 
way: and that all his life long, he made it a rule, afier 
Copper was over^ to call out his family to dance and re- 
joice! believing, he faid, that a cheerful and contented 
mind was the bed fort of thanks to Heaven that an illi* 
tcrate peafant could pay.-— 

a learned prelate either, faid I* 

ilNT. JOURNKT, f.ll'J, 



ILLUSION. 

Q WEET pliability of man's fpxrit, that cin at 
^ once furrcnder itfdf to illufions, which cheat 
ezpedbition and forrow of their weary moments!— 
LongT— long fince had ye numbered out my days, had I 
not trod fo great a part of them upon this enchanted 
ground; when my way is too rough for my feet, or too 
fieep for my ftrength, I get off it to fome fmooth velvet 
path which fancy has fcattcred over with rofe-buds of 
delight ; and having taken a few turns in it, come back 
firengthen'd and refrelh'd — When evils prefs fore upon 
me, and there is no- retreat from them in the world, 

Atti I take a new courfe 1 leave it and as I 

have a clearer idea of tiie Elyjian fields than I h^ve of 
, heaven, I force myfelf, like Mncas^ into them — I fee 
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him meet the pfnfivc (hade of his forfakcn 2)^<?— ani 
wifh to recognize it — I fee the injured fpiiit wave her 
heady and turn off iilent from the author of her mife* 
ries and difhonours — I lofe the feelings of myfelf in 
her's — and thofc affedions which were wont to make 
me mourn for her when I was at fchool. 

Surely this is not 'walking in a tain Jhadtnv — fior liocs 
tnati di/quiet him/elf in vain by it — he oftener does fo 
in trufting the iffue of his commotions to reafon only 
•—I can fafely fay for myfelf, I was never able to 
conquer any one fingic bad fenfation in my heart fo 
decifiTely» as by beating up as faft as I could for fomc 
kindly and gentle fenfation to fight it upon its own 
ground* 

•INT* JOURNBT^ P« 165* 



LE DIMANCHE. 

TT was Sunday; and when La Fleur came in the 
-*■ morning, with my coffee and* roll and butter, he 
had got himftlf fo gallantly arrayed, I fcarce knair 
him. 

I had covenanted at Mantriul to give him a new 
hat with a filver button and loop, and four Louis- 
d'ors >o.vr s'adowfer^ when we got to Paris; and the 
poor fellow, to do him juftice^ had done, wonden with 
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He had bought a bright, clean, good fcarfet coar^ 
and a pair of breeches of the fame — They were not a* 
erown worfe, he faid, for the wearing — I wilh'd him- 

hang'd for telling me. They look'd fo frelh, that I 

knew the thing could not be done, yet I would rather 
have impofcd upon my fancy, with thinking I had: 
bought them new for the fellow, than that they had 
come out of the Rue de Fripperie. 

This is a nicety which makes ROt the heart fore at 

He had purchafed moreover a handfome blue fatirV 
waiftcoat, fancifully enough embroidered — this was in- 
deed fomething the worfe for the fervice it had done, 
but 'twas clean fcour'd — the gold had been touch'd up, 
imd upon the whole wa» rather fhowy than othcrwife— 
and as the blue was not violent, it foitcd with the coat' 
and breeches very well: he had fqueez'd out of the 
moncyi moreover, a new bag and folitaire ; and had in- 
fifted with the Frippier upon a gv^Jd pair of garters to 
his breeches knees — He had purcliafed mud in ruffles^ 
hien bordees^ with four livres of his own money, — and a* 
pair of white filk (lockings for five more — and, to top- 
aH, nature had given him a handfome figure,, without 
coiling him a fous*- 

He entered the room thus fet off, with hfs hair dreft 
in the firft ftyle, and with a handfome bouquet in his 
bieaft — in a word, there was that look of feftivity in 
every thing about him, which at once put me in mind' 
it was Sunday — and, by combating both together, ir 
inftantly ftmck me> that the favour he wifh'd to aft: 
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mc tibc night before, was to fpcnd the day as every one 
in Paris fpent it befides. I had fcarce made the con* 
jcdure, when La Fleur, with infinite humility, but with 
a look of truft, as if I fhonid not refufe him, begged I 
would grant him the day, pour /aire U galant 'vis-d-'uis 
defa Maitreffe. 

Now. it was the very thing I intended to do myfelf 

wiS'd-^is Madame dc R*** 1 had retained the remife, 

•n purpofe for it, and it would not have mortified my 
vanity to have had a iervant (b well drefs'd as Le Fleur 
was, to have got up behind it: I never could have 
worfc fpared him. 

But we muft feel, not argue in theie embarrafiments 
the fons and daughters of fervice part with Li- 
berty, but not with Nature, in their contra^; they 
are flefii and blood, and have their little vanities and 
wilhes in the midft of the houfc of bondage, as well 
as their taflc-mafters — ^no doubt, they have fet their 
ielf-denials at a price — and their expeflations are fo un* 
reafonable, that I would often difappoint them, but 
that their condition puts it fo much in my power to 
do it. 

Behold, — Beholdy I am thy y^;*i;<w!f/-— difarms me at 
©nee of the powers of a mafter.— 

Thou (halt go^ La Fleur! feid I. 

And what miftrefs. La Fleur, faid I, canft thou 

have picked, up in fo little a time at Faris ? La Fleur 
laid his hand upon his breaft, and faid 'twas a petiti 
demoi/elle at Monfieur le Comte de £****' j — La Fleur 

had a heart made for fociety> and,, to fpeak the truth 

of 
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of him, let as few occafions flip him as his mafter— • 
fo that, foBBC how or other,— but how — keaven 
knows — ^he had comieded himfelf with the demoi/elk 
upon the landing of the ftair-cafe, during the time I 
was taken up with my pafTport ; . and as there was 
time enough for me to win the Count to my intercft. 
La Flfur had contrived to make it do to win the 
maid to his.— The family, it feems, was to be at Parii 
that day ; and, he had made a party with her, and two 
or three more of the Count's houfehold upon the 
hctJemards. 

Happy people! that once a week at leaft arefure 
to lay down all your cares together, and dance and 
fing, and fport away the weights of grievance, which 
bow down the fpirit of other nations to the earth. 

SENT. JOURNEY, P. 190* 
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THE MONK. 

CALAIS.. 

A POOR Monk of the order of Sx,* Francis came 
^ into the room to beg Ibmething for his con- 
vent. No man cares to have his virtues the fport of 
contingencies — or one man may be generous as ano- 
ther man is puiflant— ^/J-^/ non quoad banc — or be it as 
it may-i-fcr there is no regular reafoning upon the 

F 6 ebbs. 



cbb» and flows of our humours ; they may 'depcni 
upon the fame cauf.s, for aught I know, Which in- 
fluence the tides themfelves — 'twould oft be no difcredk 
to us, to fuppofe it was fo : Fm fure at lead for myfelf,. 
that in many a cafe I fhould be more highly fatisfied 
to have it faid by the world, '* I had had an affair witb 
** the moon, in which there was neither fin nor (hame,." 
than have it pafs altogether as my owa a^ and deed^ 
wherein there was fo much of bodi* 

—-But be this as it may : the moment I caft my 
eyes upon him, I was predetermined not to give hiia 
a fmgle fous, and accordingly I put my purfe into my 
pocket — ^button'd it up — ^fct myfelf a little more upon 
my centre, and advanced up gravely to him;. there 
was fomething^ I fear, forbidding in my look : I have 
his figure this moment before my eyes, and think there 
was that in it which defexved better. 

The monk, as I judged from the break in his ton- 
fure, a few fcattered white hairs upon his temples 
being all that remained of it, might be about feventy— 
but from his eyes, and that fprt of fire tjhat was in them> 
which feemed more tempered by courtefy than years^ 

could be no more than fixty Truth might lie be* 

tween He was certainly fixty-five ; and the general 

air of his countenance, notwithflanding fomcthing feem^ 
cd to have been planting wrinkles in it before their time, 
agreed to the account. 

It was one of thofe heads which Guido has often 
painted — mild, pale — penetrating — , free from all com- 
mon-place ideas of fat contented ignorance looking^ 
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Aownwardft upon the earth — it looR'd fortvarfs ;" but 
look'd« as if it look'd at fomething beyend this workU 
How one of his order came by it. Heaven above, who 
let it fall upon a Monk's (boulders, beft knows : but 
it would have fuited a Bramin, and had I met it upon 
the plains of Indoflan, I had reverenced it. 

The reft of his outline may be given in a few 
ftrc^ps ; one might put it into the hands of any one 
to defign, for 'twas neither elegant or otherwifc but 
9i charadler and expreilion made it fo : it was a thin^ 
fpare form, fomething above the common fize, if it 
loft not the diftinftion by a bend forward in the figure 
*-but it wa^ the attitude of intreaty ; and as it now 
ftands prefent to my imagination, it gain'd more thaa 
it loft by it. 

When he had entered the room three paces, he flood 
ftill; and laying his left hand upon his breaft, {9 
(lender white ftafF with which he journeyed being 
in his right) — ^when I had got clofe up to him, he in- 
troduced himfelf with the little ftory of the wants of 

his convent, and the poverty of his order and did 

it with fo fimple a grace — and fuch an air of depreca* 
tion was there in the whole caft of his look and figure 
*— I was bewitched not to have been ftruck with it, 

A better reafon was, I had predetermined not to 
jive him a fingle fous. 

— 'Tis very true, faid I, replying to a caft upwards 
with his eyes, with which he had concluded his ad- 
drefs— 'tis very trae — and Heaven be their fource 
who have no other but the chjirity of the world,, the 
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Hock of which, 1 fear, is no way inflSlcient for the 
many great claims which are hourly made upon it. 

As I pronounced the words great claims, he gave a 
flight glance with his eye downwards upon the fleeve 

of his tunic 1 felt the full forc^ of the appeal— 

I acknowledge it, faid I, — a coarfe habit, and that but 
once in three years, with meagre diet— 4ire no great 
matters : and the true point of pity is, as they can be 
eam'd in the world with fo little induftry, that your 
order (hould wifh to procure them by preffing upon 
a fund which is the property of the lame, the blind^ 
the aged, and the infirm — the captive who lies down . 
counting over and over again the days of his afflic* 
tions, languilhes alio for his fhare of it ; and had you 
been of the order of mercy ^ inftead of the order of 
St. Francis, poor as I am, continued I, pointing at 
my portmanteau, full cheerfully fhould it have been 
opened to you, for the ranfom of the unfortunate— 
The Monk made me a bow — ^but of all others, refumed 
I, the unfortunate of our own country, furely, have 
the firft rights ; and I have left thoufands in diilrefs 
upon our own (bore — The Monk gave a cordial w avc 
with his head— as much as to fay. No doubt, there is 
mifery enough in every comer of the world, as well 
as within our convent — But we diftinguifh, faid I, 
laying vc.y i»and upon the fleeve of his tunic, in return 

for his appeal we diftinguifli, my good father, 

betwixt thofe who wi(h only to eat tie bread of their 
own labour — and nhofe who eat the bread of other 
peopIe*8j and have no other plan in life> but to gtt 
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igh it in floth and ignorance, /or the loveef 

be ^ poor Frandjcan made no reply; a hcAic of a 
ent pafs'd acrofs his cheeky but conld not tarr^r 
•Natare feemed to have had done with her refent- 
s in him ; he ihewed none — ^but letting his flaflT 
i¥ithin his arm, he prefs'd both his hands with 
nation vpon his breaft, ^nd retired* 
y heart fmote me the moment he ihut the 
Pftia! faid I, with an air of carelefTnefs^ 
I Icveral times — ^but it would not do : every un- 
ions fyllable I had utter'd^ crouded' back into my 
;ination , I refleded I had no right over the poor 
cijcan^ but to deny him ; and that the punifhment 
at was enough to the difappointed, without the 
tion of unkind language — ^I conddered his grey 

^his courteous figure feem'd to re-enter and 

ly afk me what injury he had done me? — and 
I could ufe him thus? — I wculd have given 
ity livres for an advocate — I have behaved v^tf 
faid I within myfelf; but I have only juft fet out 
I my travels; and (hall learn, better manners as 
: along. 

SEN. JOUR. F.5» 
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THE MONKr . 

nPHE good old Monk was within fix paces of u!> 
as the idea of him crofs'd my mind; and watf 
advancing towards us a little out of the line, as if un-- 
certain whether he Ihould break in upon us or no. 
—•He ftopp'd, however, as faon as he came up to us; 
with a world of franknefs; and having a horn fnuff- 
box in his hand, he pre(ented it open to me — You' 
(hall tafte mine — faid I, pulling out my box (which 
was a fmall tortoife one) — putting it into his hand— r 
*Tis moft excellent, faid the Monk : Then do me the 
favour, r replied, to accept of the box and all,. and 
when you take a prnch out of it, fometimes recolleft 
it was the peace-offering of a man who once ufed 
you unkindly, but not from his heart. 

The poor Monk blulh'd as red as fcarlet. Mon Dku t 
faid he, prefling his hands together — you pever ufed 

me unkindly. 1 ihould think, faid the lady, he fs 

not likely. I blufti'd in my turn ; but from what 
movements, I leave to the few who feel to analyfe^— 
Excufe me. Madam, replied I, — I treated him moft 
unkindly; and from no provocation. 'Tis impoffiblc, 
faid the hi^y — ^My God! cried the Monk with a 
warmth of afleveration which feem'd not co belong 
to him — ^the fault was in me, and in the indifcrction. 
cf my zeal — the lady oppofed it, and I joined with 
her in maintaining it was impoffible that a. fpirit fc 
i^ulated as his^ could give offence to any.^ 

I knew 



( "3 J 
- I knew not that contention could be rendered fo 
fweet and pleafurable a thing to the nerves as I then 
felt it.— We remained filent, without any fenfation 
of that foolilh pain which takes place, when in fuch 
a circle yon look for ten minutes in one another's 
faces without faying a word. Whilft this lafted, the 
Monk rubbed his horn-box. upon the fleeve of his 
tonic ; and as foon as it had acquired a little air of 
brightnefs by the fridUon — ^he made a low bow, and 
Dud 'twas too late to fay whether it was the weaknefs 
or goodnefs of our tempers which had involved ui 
in this contcft — but be it as it would — ^he begg'd wo 
might exchange boxes — in faying this ke prefented 
his to me with one hand, as he took mine from me 
' with the other : and having kifs'd it — ^with a dream 
of good-natorc in bis eyes^ he put it into hia boibai-<» 
and took his leave. 

I guard this box as I would the inftramental partt 
of my religion, to help my mind on to fomething bet- 
ter : in trudi, I feldom go abroad without it; and oft 
and many a time have I called up by It the courteous 
fpirit of its owner to regulate my own in the juitlirgs 
of the worjd; they had found full employment for 
his, as I learnt from his ftoty, 'till about the fcrt}'-£fth 
year of his age, when upon fome military ferviccs 
ill requited, and meeting at the fame time with a difap- 
pointment in the tendered of paflions, he abandoned the 
fword and the fex together, and took fanduary, not (e 
much in his convent as in himfelf, 
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I feel a damp apon my fpiriis, as I am going to add« 
that in my lad return through Calais, upon inquirintg 
after Father Lorenzo y I heard he bad been dead near three 
nionths,"and was buried, not in his convent, but accord- 
ing to his defire, in a little cemetery belonging to it, 
about two leagues off: I had a ftrong defire to fee where 
they had laid him— when upon pulling out his- little 
horn-box, as I fat by his grave, and plucking up a nettle 
or two at the head of.it, which had no bufincfs to grow 
there, they all ftruck together fo forcibly upon my af* 
fefUons, that I burft into a flood of tears-- but I am ai 
weak as a woman ; and I beg the world not to fmile* 
but pity me* 

•ENT« JOVRHBTj P* 34« 
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FELLOW-FEELING. 

T^HERE ii {bmething in our nature which en- 
gages us to take part in every accident to 
which man" is fubjedl, from what caufe foever it may 
have happened ; but in fuch calamities as a man has 
fallen into through mere misfortune, to be charged 
upoa no fault or indifcretion qf himfelf, there is fome- 
thing then fo truly interefling, that at the firft fight 
we generally make them our own, not altogether from 
a rcflc6iion that they might have been or may be {o^ 
but oftener from a certain generofity and tea^demefii 
;of nature which difpofes us for companion, abllrad- 

ed 
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ed from nil confiderations of fclf : fo that vtrithout any 
obfervable ad of the will, we fuffer with the unfQi> 
tunate, and feel a weight upon our fpirits we know 
not why, on feeing the moft common inftances of 
their diftrefs. But where the fpedaclo is uncom- 
monly tragical, and complicated with many circum- 
ftances of mifery, the mind is then taken captive at 
once, and iwre it inclined to it, has no power to make 
refinance, but furrenden itfelf to all the tender emo- 
tions of pity and deep concern. So that when one 
confiders this friendly part of nature, without looking 
farther, one would think it impoffible for man to look, 
upon mifery without finding himfelf in fome meafure 
attached to the intereft of him who^ fufFers it — I fcy 
one would think it impoflible — for there are fome 
tempers — ^how (hall I defcribe them ? — formed either • 
of fuch impenetrable matter, or -wrought up by habi- 
tual felfifhnefs to fuch an utter infenfibility of what 
becomes of the fortunes of their fellow«creatures, at 
if they were not partakers of the fame nature^ or* had 
no lot or connexion with the fpecics. 

SERMON III. P. 4.3. 



THE MERCIFUL MAN. 

y OOK into the world ^how often do you be- 

J-^ hold a fordid wretch, ^whofc ftrait heart is 

open to no man's affliaion, taking (belter behind an 
appearance of piety, and putting on the garb of reli- 
gion. 



( ii<5 ) 

gion> wliich none but the mercifal and compaffionate 

have a title to wear ! Take notice with what fanAity 

he goes to the end of his days, in the fame felfifh track 

in which he at firft fet out — ^turning neither to the 

right-hand nor the left — ^but plods on — ^pores all his 

life long npon the ground, as if afraid to look up^ 

left pcradventure he fhould fee aught which might 

turn him one moment out of that flrait line where 

intercft is carrying him ; or if, by chance, he ftum- 

bles upon a haplefs objeft of diftrefs, which thrcatcnt 

fuch a difafter to him — de^voutly paffing by on the othcf 

fide, as if unwilling to truft himfclf to the impreiEons of 

nature, or hazard the inconveniences which pity might 

lead him into upon the occafton. 

8ER.MON iii.^ r. 4d» 



PITY. 

IN benevolent natures, the impiiHe to pity is fo 
fudden, that, Hke inftruments of mufic, which 
obey the touch — the objefb which are fitted to excite 
fach impreflions, work fo inftantaneous an efFed^ 
that you would thiiJc the will was fcarce concerned, 
and that the mind was altogether paffive in the fym* 
pathy which her own goodnefs has excited. The 
truth is — the foul is generally in fiich cafes fo bufily 
taken up and wholly engro0ed by the objedl of pity, 
that (he does not attend to her own operations, 
or take leifure to examine the principles upon which 
iheads» 

SERKOK III. r. JI. 
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SLANDER. 

/^FAenumy revengeful, covetous, falfe, and ilU 
nacured perfons which we complain of in tho 
world, though wc all join in the cry agaiaft them, 
what man amongft us (ingles out himfelf as a crimi* 
nl, or ever once takes it into his head that he adds 
to the number ?— cr where is there a man fo bai, who 
would not think it the hardeft and moft unfair impu* 
tation, to have any of thofe particular vices laid to hia 
charge? 

If he has the fyrrptoms ever fo ftrong upon him» 
which he would pronounce infallible in another, 
Aey are indications of no fuch malady in himfelf—* 
he fees what no one elfe fees, fome ft cret and flattering 
circumftances in his favour, which no doubt make a 
wide diflfcrence betwixt his cafe, and the parties which 
he condemns. 

What other man fpeaks (b often and fo vehemently 
againft the vice of pride, fets the weaknefs of it in a 
more odious light, or is more hurt with it in another, 
than the proud man him elf ? It is the fame with the 
paffionate, the defigning, the ambitious, and fome 
other common chara^rs in life; and being a con* 
Isquence ^of the nature of fuch vices, and almofl in« 
ieparable from them, the effefts of it are generally fo 
gfofs and abfurd, that where pity does not forbid, it 
it pkafant lo obfcivc and trace the cheat through the 

feveral 
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fcvcral turnings and windings of the heart, and de- 
tect it through all the (hapes and appearances which it 
puts on. 

- SERMON IV. p. 'J2m 
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HOUSE OF MOURNING. 

LET US go into the houfe of mourning, madc;fb 
by fuch afHi^ons as hpvc been brought on, 
merely by the common crofs accidents and difaften 
to which our condition is expofed, — where, perhaps, 
the aged parents .fit broken-hearted, pierced to theit 
fouls with the folly and indifcretion of a thankleft 

child the child of their prayers, in whom all their 

hopes and expeditions centered : perhaps a more 

sfieding fcene a virtuous family lying pinched 
with want, where the unfortunate fupport of it, hav- 
ing long ftruggled with a train of misfortunes, .and 
bravely fought up againft them,-— —is now piteoufly 
borne down at the laft— overwhelmed with a cruel 
blow which no forecaft or frugality could have pre* 
▼ented.— O God I look upon his afflidions — Behold 
hind diftraded with many forrows, furrounded with 
the tender pledges of his love, and the partner o£, 
.his cares — ^without bread to give them, unable, from 
die remembrance of better days, to digs — to beg, 
aihamed» 



«»n 
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When we enter into the houfe of mourning fuch 
as this — 4t is impoflible to infult t\k unfortunate even 
with an improper look — ^Uuder whatever levity and 
diflipation of he^rt^ fuch objedls catch our eyes^— • 
they catch likewiie our attentions, colledl and call 
home our fcattered thoughts, and exercife them with 

Cm. A tranfient fcene of diftrefs, fuch as is 
iketchedy how foon does it fumi(h materials to 
fet the mind at work ! how seceffarily dees it engage 
it to the confideration of the miferies and misfortunes, 
Ae dangers and calamities to which the life of man 
. is fabjed ! By holding up fuch a glafs before it, it 
forces the mind to fee and relied upon the vanity^-* 
the perifhing condition, and uncertain tenure of 
orery thing in this world. From refle6lions of this 
ferioDS caft, how infenfibly do the thoughts carry us 
farther! — and from confidering what we arc — what 
land, of world we live in, and what evils- befal us 
in it,, how naturally do they fet us to look, forwards 
It what poflibly we (hall be,-— —for what kind of 

world we are intended what evils may befal us 

dide— and what providon we fhould make agamft 
them here, whilil we have time and opportunity! 
If tfaefe leflbns are fo infeparable from the houfe of 
mourning here fuppofed — ^we (hall find it a dill more 
inilrudive fchool of wifdom when we take a view of 
Ac place in that more affeding light in which the 
wife man feems to confine it in the text ; in which, 
by the houfe of mourning, I believe he means that 
particular fcene of forrow> where there is lamenta- 
tion 
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don and mourning for the dead. Turn Bidicr, I 
befeech you, for a moment. Behold a dead mam 
ready to be carried out, the only fon of his mother* 
and (he a widow f Perhaps a more aBNsding fpe^bicle, 
a kind and indulgent father of a numerous family, lies 
breathlefs — fnatched away in the (Irength of his age-^ 
torn in an evil hour from his children and the bofbm 
of a difccnfolate wife I , Behold much people of the 
city gathered together to mix their tears, with fettled 
forrow in their locks, going heavily along to the ' 
boufe of mourning, to perform the lafl melancholy 
office, which, when the debt of nature is paid, we 
«re called upon to pay each other! If this fad occa- 
£on which leads him there, has not done it already, 
take notice to what a fcrious and devout frame of 
mind every man is reduced, the moment he enters 
this gate of afflidion. 1 he bufy and fluttering fpirits* 
whirh in the houfe of mirth were wont to tranipoft 
him from one diverting objedl to another— fee how 
they are fallen i how peaceably they are laid ! In 
this gloomy manfion full of (hades and uncomfort- 
able damps to feize the foul — fee, the light and eafy 
heart, which never knew what it was to think before, 
how penfive it is now, how, foft, how fufc^tible» 
bow full of religious imprefiions, how deeply it is 
finitten with a fenfe and with a love of virtue ! Could 
we, in this crifis, whilft the epiplre of reafon and rc- 
l^ion lafts, and the heart is thus exercifed with wif 
dom, and buficd with heavenly contemplations — could 
we fee it naked as it is— ftripped of its paffions, un- 

fpottcd 
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Ipotted by the world> and regardlefs of its pleafures-^ 
we might then fafely refl our caofe upon this iingle evi* 
dence* and appeal to the moft fenfual^ whether SolomoH 
has not made a juft determination here, in favour of 
the houfe of mourning ? not fbr its own fake, but as 
it is fruitful in virtue, and becomes the occaiion of fo 
much good. Without this end, forrow, I own, has 
ho ufe but to ihorten a man's days-^nor can gravit/^ 
with all its (hidied folemnity of look and carriage* 
fenre any end but to make one half of the world 
jnerry, and impofe upon the other. . y 

SERM. II. P.33* 



FRAILTY. 

THHE bcft of men appear fometimcs to be ibange 
^ compounds of contradidlory qualities : and, were 
the accidental overAghts and folly of the wifeft man, 
*-the failings and imperfedions of a religious man,— 
the hafty tdls and pailionate words of a meek man ; 
were they to rife up in judgment agoinft them,—- and 
an ill-natured judge be fuffered to mark, in this man<« 
ner, what has been done amifsi — what character fo un« 
exceptionable as to be able to ftand before him ? 

SERM.XXXI. P. 33» 
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INSENSIBILITY., 

T is the fate of mankind^ too often, to feem in! 
ble of what they may enjoy at the eafiefl rate 

SIBRM. XLII. p. 



UNCERTAINTY. 

^THHERE is no condition in life fo fixed and 
•*^ manent as to be out of danger, or the rea< 
change : and we all may depend upon it, that we 
take our turns of wanting and defiring. By 
mviy unforefeen caufes may riches take wing !— • 
crowns of princes may be fhaken, and the grc 
that ever awed the world have experienced what 
turn of the wheel can do— -That which hath hap 
cd to one man, may befal another ; and, there 
that excellent rule of our Saviour's ought to gc 
us in all our adiensj— Whatfoever you would that 
&ou]d do to you, do you alfo to them likewii 
Time and chance happen to all ; and the mofl afii 
may be ftript of all, and find his worldly comforts 
|b many withered leaves dropping from him. 

sxaM.xLi. p. 
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THE DEAD ASS. 

AND this, faid he, putting the remains of a cruft 
into his wallet-^and this (hould have been thy 
portion, faid he, hadfl thou been alive to have (hared 
it with me. I thought by the accent, it had been an 
apoftrophe to his child ; but 'twas to his afs, and to 
the very afs we had fecn dead on the road, which had 
occafioned La Fleur^s mifadventure. The man feem- 
ed' to lament it much; and it inllantly brought into 
my mind Sandboys lamentation for his ; but he did it 
with more true touches of nature. 

The mourner was fitting on a Hone bench at the 
door, with the afs's pannel and its bridle on one fide» 
which he took up from time to time— -then laid them 
clown — ^look'd at them— and (hook his head. He 
then took his cruft of bread out of his wallet again, 
as if to eat it^ held it fome time in his hand— then 
laid it upon the bit of his afs's bridle — looked wift- 
fully a( the little arrangement he had made— -and then 
gave a figh. 

"The iimplicity of his grief drew numbers about him, 
and La Fleur among the reft, whilft the horfes were 
getting ready ; as I continued fitting in the poft-chaife,. 
I could fee and hear over their heads. 

—-He faid he had come laft from Spain, where he 
had been from the furtheft borders of Franconia ; and 
had got fo far on his return home, when his afs died. 
£very one feem'd defirous.to ki^w what buibieft 

G z couIA 



could have taken fo old and poor a man fo far a jour 
ney from his own home. 

It had plcafed Heaven, he faid, to blefs him wit) 
three fdns> the fineil lads in all Germany ; but havin] 
in one. week loft two of them by the fmall-pox, an 
the youngeft falling iU of the fame diflemper, he wa 
afraid of being bereft of them all ; and made a vow 
if Heaven would not take him froiit him alfo, he wonl< 
go in gratitude to St. ^ago, in SpainJ 

When the mourner got thus far' on his ftory^ h 
iGlopp'd to pay nature her tribute— and wept bitterly. 

He faid Heaven had accepted the conditions, am 
that he had fet out from his cottage, with this poo 
creature, who had been a patient partner of his jour 
pey— ^hat it had 'eat the fame bread with him all th' 
way, and was unto him as a friend. 

Every body who flood about, heard the poor felloe; 
frith concern — La hkur offered him moneys* th 
mourner faid he did not want it — it was not the valu 
of the afs^bttt the lofs of him. — ^The afs, he faid 
be was aiTured, loved him— -and upon thb, told then 
a long flory of a mifchance upon their parage ove 
the Pjrenean mountains, which had feparated then 
from each other three days : during which time the a( 
had fought him as much as he had fought the afs, anc 
ihey had neither, fcarce eat or drank till they met. 
. Thou haft one comfort, friend, faid I, at leaft ii 
the lofs of thy poor beaft ; I'm fure thou haft been 8 
merciful mafter to him.— Alas ! faid the mourner, ] 
tbooght fo« whcnhfi was alive— but now he is dead, ] 
r . ' thini 
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think othenvifc— I fear the weight of myfelf and my 
afflidlions together have been too much for him — ^they 
have (hortened the poor creature's days, and I fear I 
have them to anfwer for. — Shame on the world ! faid 
I to myfelf — Did we love each other as this poor foul 
but lov'd his afs— 'twould be fomething, 

SENT. JOURNEY, p. 74. 



HUMOURING IMMORAL APPETITES. 

*TnHE humouring of certain appetites, where mo^ 
' •*" rality is not concerned, feems to be the means by 
which the Author of nature intended to fweeten this 
journey of life,— and bear us up under the many 
jhocks and hard joftlings, which we are fare to meet 
with in our way. And, a man might, with as much 
reafoQ, muffle up himfclf againfl funfhine and fair 
weather, — and at other times expofe himfelf naked to 
the inclemencies of cold and rain, as debar himfelf of 
the innocent delights of his nature, for affefted referve 
and melancholy. 

It is true, on the other hand, our paflions are apt to 
grow upon us by indulgence, and become exorbitant, 
if they are not kept under exaft difcipline, that by way 
of caution and prevention, 'twere better, at certain 
times, to affeft fome degree of needlefs referve, than 
hazard any ill confcquences from the other extreme. 

G3 SBR, XXXVII. P. I3« 
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UNITY. 



T O O K into private life — ^behold how good and 
•*— ' pleafant a thing it is to live together in unity ;-— 
it is like the precious ointment poured upon the head 
of Aaron, that run down to his fkirts ; importing that 
this balm of life is felt and enjoyed, not only by go- 
vernors of kingdoms, but is derived down to the lowell 
rank of life, and tafted in the moft private receffes ;-— 
all, from the king to the peafant, are refrefhed with 
its bleiiings, without which we can And no comfort 
in any thing this world can give.- ■ It is this bleffing 
gives every one to fit quietly under his vine, and reap 
the fruits of his labour and induftry ; — in one word, 
which befpeaks who is the beftower of it — it is that 
only which keeps up the harmony and order of tile 
world, and preferves every thing in it from ruin and 
confufion« 

SERMON XLI. p. 20}. 



OPPOSITI O.N- 

THHERE are fecret workings in human affairs, 
•*" which over-rule all human contrivance, an4 
counterplot the wifeft of our councils, in fo ftrangc 
and unexpected a manner, as to caf! a damp upoo 
our befl fchemes and warmeft endeavours. 

SIRMON XXXIX. P. 170* 
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Captain Shandy *s Jufiification of his own Principles and 
Condu^ in luijhing to continue the Warm 

Written to bis Brother. 

T AM not mfenfible, brother Shandy^ that when a 
^ man, whofe profeffion is arms, wifhes, as I have 
'done, for war, — ^it has an, ill aipeiEl to the world;— 
and that, how juil and right foever his motives and 
intentions may be, — ^he ftands in an uneafy pofturte in 
vindicating himfelf from private views in doing it. 

For this caufe, if a foldier is a prudent man, which 
he may be, without being a jot the lefs brave, he will 
be fure not to utter his wifh in the hearing of an ene- 
iny ; fori fay what he will, an enemy will not believe 
him. — ^He will be cautious of doing it even to a friend, 
—left he may fuffer in his efteem : — But if his heart 
is overcharged, and a fecret iigh for arms muft have 
its vent, he will referve it for the ear of a brother, 
who knows his true charaQer to the bottom, and 
what his true notions, difpoiitaons^ and principles of 
honour are : What, I hope^ I have been in all thefe, 
brother Shandy^ would be unbecoming in me to fay : 
•—much worfe, I know, have I been than I ought,— 
and fomething worfe, perhaps, than I think : — but 
fuch as I am, you, my dear brother Shandy, who have 
fuck'd the fame breafts with me, — and with whom I 
have been brought up from my cradle, — and from 
whofe. knowledge, from the firft hours of our boyiih. 
^ G 4 pa& 
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paftiine9> down to this, I have concealed no one action 
ff my life, and fcarce a thought in it — ^fach as I am, 
brother, you muft by this time know me, with all my 
vices, and with all my weaknefTes too, whether of my 
age, my temper^ my pafiions, or my underftanding. 

Tell me then, my dear brother Shandy, upon which 
if them it is, that when I condemned the peace of 
Utrecht y and grieved the war was not carried on with 
vigour a little longer, you Ihould think your brother 
did it upon unworthy views ; or that in wifhing for 
war, he fhould be bad enough to wifh more of his 
fellow creatures flain, — more flaves made, and more 
families driven from their peaceful habitations, merely 
for his own pleafure :— Tell me, brother Shandy, upott 
what one deed of mine do you ground it ? 

If when I was a fchool-boy , I could not hear a drum 
beat, but my heart beat with it— -was it my fault ? Did 
I plant the propenfity there ? Did I found the alarm 
within, or Nature ? 

When Guy, Earl of Warixtick, and Parifmus and 
^art/menus, and Valentine and Orjon, and the* Seiitik 
Champions of England were handed around the fchooI> 
•—were they not all purchaied with my own pocket 
inbney? — ^Was that felfifh, brother Shandy f When 
we read over the liege of Troy; which lafted ten years 
mid eight months,— though with fuch a train of artil- 
lery as we had at Namur, the town - might have beea 
parried in a week — was I not as much concerned for 
the Greeks and Trojans as any boy of the whole fchool I 
Had I not three ftrokes of a ferula given me, two on 



( 129 ) 

'my right hand, and one on my left, fer calling Helena 
a bitch for it ? Did any one of you Ihed more tears 
for He^or ? And when king Priam came to the camp 
to beg his body, and returned weeping back to Troy 
mthout it, — you know, brother, I could not eat my 
dinner. 

— ^Did that befpeak me cruel ? Or becaufe, brother 
Shandy, my blood flew out into the camp, and my 
heart panted for war,— was it a proof it could not ach 
for the diftrefles of war too ? 

O brother ! *tis one thing for a foldier to gatheir 
laurels, — and *tis another to fcatter cyprefs. 
. *— 'Tis one thing, brother Shamfy, for a foldier to 
hazard his own life — to leap firft down into the trench, 
where he is fure to be cut in pieces : — 'Tis one things 
from public fpirit and a thirft of glory, to enter the 
breach the firft man, — to ftand in the foremoft rank, 
and march bravely on with drums and trumpets, and 
colours flying about his ears : — 'tis one thing, I fay> 
brother Shandy , to do this ;— and 'ds another thing to 
refle<5l on the miferies of war, — to iiew the defolationa 
of whole countries, and conflder the intolerable fatigues 
and hardiliips which the foldier himfelf, the inibument 
who works them, is forced (for fix-pence a-day, if he 
can get it) to undecgo. 

Need I. be told, dear Torick, as I was by you, in 
Le Fe<vre*s funeral fefmon. That fo /oft and gentle a 
creature, born to lo*ve mercy and kindmfsy as man is, ivas 
not Jhaped for th'u? But why did you not add, Torick, 
—if not by Nature, — that he is fo by Necessity ? 

G 5 —For 
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— For what is war? what is it, Torici, when fought ai 
ours has been, upon principles of Liberty f and upoK 
principles of Honour — ^what is it, but the getting toge» 
ther of quiet and harmlefs people, with their fwords in 
their hands, to keep the ambitious and the turbulent 
within bounds ! And Heaven is my witnefs, brother 
SJjandyf that the pleafure I have taken in thefe things, 
— ^and that infinite delight, in particular, which has at- 
tended my fieges in my boijuling-green, has rofe withia 
me, and I hope in the Corporal too, from the conici- 
pufnefs we both had, that in carrying them on, wc 
ifc'ere anfwering the great end of our creation. 

<■ " T. SHANDY, VOL. III. CHAP. 75» 



^ MERCY. 

Ti yfy uncle Toby was a man patient of injuries;— 
not from want of courage, — ^where juft occa* 
lions prefented, or called it forth, — I know no man 
under whofe-arm I would foonerhave taken ihclter ;— 
nor did this arife from any infcnfibility or obtufenefs of 
his intelleftual parts; — ^he was of a peaceful, placid 
nature, — ^no jarring element in it, — all was mixed up 
fo kindly with him ; my uncle Toby had fcarce a heart 
to retaliate upon a fly : — Go,— fays he one day at din- 
ner, to an overgrown one which had buzzed about 
his nofc, and tormented him cruelly all dinner time, 

—and 
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•■-and whichf after infinite attempts, lie bad cao^t at 
laft<— as it flew by him ; — 1*11 not hurt thee, fays my 
uncle Tohy, rifing from his chair, and going acrofs the 
nx>m, with the fly in his hand, — 111 not hurt a hair of 
thy head :— -Go, fays he, lifting up the fafh, and open* 
ing his hand as he fpoke, to let it efcape ;— -go, poor 
devil, — get thee gone; why ftiould I hurt thee?— 
This world furely is wide enough to hold thee and me. 

•^* Ttis is to ferve for parents and governors, in- 
ftead of a whole volume upon the fubjedl. 

T. SHANDY, VOL. I. CHAP.37* 



INDOLENCE. 

TNCONSISTENT foul that man is !— languifliing 
**• under wounds which he has the power to heal !-^ 
his whole life a contradi^on to his knowledge ! — ^his 
i^eafon, that precious gift of God to him — (inftead of 
pouring in oil) ferving but to iharpen his fenlibilities,— ^ 
to multiply his pains, and render him more melancholy 
and uneafy under them ! — Poor unhappy creature, that' 
he (hould do fo !— are not the neceffary caufes of mi- 
fery in this life enow, but he nuift add voluntary ones. 
to his ftock of forrow ; — ftruggle againft evils which. 
:annot be avoided, and fubmit to others, which a tenth 
part of thfe trouble th'iy create him, would remove 
from his heart for ever? 

T. SHANDY, VOL. 11. CHAP. l^^ 
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CONSOLATION. 

|3 EFORE an afRi£lIon is digefled, — confolation ever 
T^ comes, too foon; — and after it is digeftcd — it 
comes too late : there is but a mark between thefc two, 
» fine Sdmofl as a hair, for a comforter to take aim at. 

T. SHANDYj VOL. II. CHAP. 22. 



THE STARLING. 

-Tl ESHREW rke/omhn pencil ! faid I vaunt- 
'^ ingly — for I envy not its powers, which 
paints the evils of life with fo hard and deadly a co- 
louring. The mmd fits terrified at the objefbs (he has 
magnified herfelf, and blackened; reduce them to 
their proper fize and hue, fhe overlooks them.— *Tit 
true, faid I, correfting the propofition — the Baftille is 
jiot an evil to be defpifed — but ftrip it of its towers- 
fill up ^tfojft — unbarricade the doors— <all it fimply 
a confinement, and fuppofe *tis fome tyrant of a dif- 
temper — and not of a man which holds you in it — ^thc 
cVil vanifties, and you bear the other half without 
complaint. 

I was interrupted in the hey-day of this foliloqny, 
ivith a voice which I took to be of a child which 
complained <♦ it could not get out,"— —I looked up 

and 
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* 

ind down the pafTage^ and feeing neither man« woman, 
nor child, I>went out without further attention. 

In my return back through the paffage, I heard the 
fame words repeated twke oyer ; and looking up, I 
faw it was a ftarling hung in a little cage — " 1 can't 
get out— I can't get out," faid the ftarling. 

I ftood looldng at the bird : and to every perfon 
who came through the paffage it ran fluttering to the 
fide towards which they approached it, with the fame 
lamentation of its captivity — '* I can't get out,'* faid 
the ftarling — God help thee! faid I, but I will let 
thee out, coft what it will ; fo I turned about the 
cage to get the door ; it was twifted and double 
twifted fo faft with wire, there was no getting it open, 
without pulling it to pieces-rl took bothliands to it. 

The bird flew to the place where I was attempting 
Ms deliverance, and thrufting his head through the 
trellis, preffed his breaft againft t, as if impatient— 
I fear, poor creature ! faid I, J f ajfinot fet thee at liberty 
— ** No," faid the ftarling—'* I can't get out— I can't 
get out," faid the ftarling. 

I vow I never had my aflfcdions more tenderly 
awakened : nor do I remember an incident in my life, 
where the diflipated fpirits, to which my reafon had 
been a bubble, were fo fuddenly called home. Me- 
chanical as the notes were, yet fo true in tune to nature 
were they chanted, that in one moment they overthrew 
all my fyftematic reafonings upon the Baftille ; and I 
heavily walked up ftairs, unfaying ^y^i-^ word I had 
fsud in going down them. 

Dif- 
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DlfguUe thyielfas thou wllt^ fUlU Slavery! (aid I 
—(till thou art a bitter draught I and though thouknda 
in allages have been made to drink of thee> tliou art 
no lefs bitter on that account.— 'Tis thou> thrice Aveet 
and graciotts goddefs, addreffing myfelf to Liberty, 
whom all in public or in private vvorflup^ whofe taile 
is grateful, and fever will be fo, 'till Na t u r e herfelf 
fliall change — no tint of words can fpot thy fnowy 
mantle, or chymic power turn thy fceptre into iroft 
with thee to fmile upon hini as he eats his cruil, 
the fwain is happier than his monarch, from whofe 
court thou art exiled—— Gracious Heaven 1 cried I^ 
kneeling down upon the laft flep but one in my afcent 
—Grant me but health, thou great Beftower of it,, 
and give me but this fair goddefs as my companion 
■ and (hower down thy mitres, if it feems good unta 
thy divine providence, upon thofe heads which art 
achii g for them. 

SENT. JOURNEY, P. 134» 



THE CAPTIVE. 

PARIS. 

nPHE bird in his cage purfued me into my !room j 
I fat down clofe by my table, and leaning my 
head upon my hand, I began to figure to myfelf the 
m^fcries of confinement. I was. in a right frame for it,. 
and fo I gave full fcope to my imagination. 

Iwas 
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t was going to begin v^dth die millioffs of my (eUow 
creatures bom to no inheritance but ilavery ; but find* 
ing, however affedling the pi(flure was, that I could not 
bring it near me, and that the multitude of fad groups 
in it did but didrad me 

——I took a fingle captive, and having firft (hut him 
up in his dungeon, I then looked through the twilight 
of his grated door to take his pidlure. 

I beheld his body half wafted away with long ex- 
pe£lation and confinement, and felt what kind of fick- 
nefs of the heart it was which arifes from hope deferr'd. 
Upon looking nearer, I faw him pale and feveriih : in 
thirty years the weflem breeze had not once fann'd his 
blood— he had feen no fun, no moon, in all that time— 
nor had the voice of friend or kinfman breathed through 
his lattice : — ^his children 

—But Jiere my heart began to bleed — and I was 
forced to go on with another part of the portrait 

He was fitting upon the ground upon a little ftraw, 
in the fartheft comer of his dungeon, which was al- 
ternately his chair and bed : a little calendar of fmall 
fiicks were laid at the head, notch'd all over with the 
difmal days and nights he had pafled there — he had 
one of thofe little fHcks in his hand, and with a rufty 
nail he was etching another day of mifery to add to 
tfee heap. As I darkened the little light he had, he 
lifted up a hopelefs eye towards the door, then call 
it down— (hook his head, and went on with his work 
of afHiftion. I heard his chains upon his legs, as he 
turned his body to lay his little ftick upon the bundle 

» -.He 
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•—He gave a deep figh— I faw the iron enter into his 
foul — I burfl ittto tears— I could not fuftain the pidlure 
of.confinement which my lancy had drawn. 

SENT. JOURNEY, P. I3S. 
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THE DWARF. 

T WAS walking down that lane which leads from the 
^ Carou/al to the Palais Royal, and obferving a little 
boy in fome diftrefs at the fide of the gutter, which ran 
down the middle of it, I took hold of his hand, and 
help'd him over. Upon turning up his face to look 
at him after, I "perceived he was about forty — ^Never 
mind, faid I ; fome good body will do as much for 
ipe when I am ninety. 

I feel fome little principles within me, which in- 
, clinc me to be merciful towards the poor blighted part 
of my fpecies, who have neither Hze or ftrength to 
get on in the world. — I cannot bear to fee one of them 
trod upon ; and had fcarce got feated befide an old 
French officer at the Of era Comigue, ere the difguft 
was exercifed, by feeing the very thing happen under 
the box we fat in. 

At the end of the orcheftra, and betwixt that and 
the firft fide-box, there is a fmall efflanade left, where, 
when the houfe is full, numbers of all ranks take 
fanduary. Though you dand, as in the parterre ^ yon 
pay the fame price as in the prchefba. A poor de- 

fencelefs 
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fcncelefs being of this order had got thruft, fomc* 
how or other, into this lucklefs place— the night 
wasliot, and he was furronnded by beings two feer 
and a half higher than himfelf. The dwarf fufFexed 
inexpreffibly on both fides ; but the thing which in- 
commoded him moft was a tall corpulent German^ 
near feven feet high, who ftood diredly betwixt him 
and all poffibility of feeing either the (lage or the 
aftors. The poor dwarf did all he coul<i to get a 
peep at what was going forwards, by feeking for 
fome little opening betwixt the German's arm and his 
body, trying firft one fide, then the other ; but the 
German ftood fquare in the m'bft unaccomhiodating 

poftare that can be imagined the dwarf might as 

well have been placed at the bottom of the deepefl 
draw-well in Paris; fo he civilly reached up his 
hand to the German's (leeve, and told him his didrefs 
*■ The German tum'dhis head back, look'd doVwi 

upon him as Goliah did upon David-^^ond unfeelingly 
refumed his pofture. 

" I was juft then taking a pinch of fnuff'out of my 
Monk's little horn-box — And how would thy meek 
and courteous fpirir, my dear Monk ! fo tempered 
to 6ear and forbear /-—how fweetly would it have lent 
RP ear to this poor foul's complaint \ 

The old French officer feeing me lift up my eyea 
with an emotion, as I made the apoftrophe, took the 
liberty to aik me what was the matter— I told him 
the ftory in three words i and added, how inhuman 
U was. 

By 
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By this time the dwarf was driven to extremes, 
tnd in his firft tranfports, which are generally unrea« 
fonable, had told the German he would cut o^ his 
long queu with his knife— The German lobk'd back 
coolly > and told him he was welcome, if he could 
reach it. 

An injury (harpened by an iDfult,beit to who it will, 
makes every man of fentiment a party ; I could have 
kaped out of the box to have redrefled it.— The old 
French officer did it with much lefs confuiion ; for 
leaning a little over, and nodding to a fentinel, and 
pointing at the fame time with his finger to the dif- 
trefs — the fentinel made his way to it.— There was no 
occafion to tell the grievance — the thing told itfelf^ 
fo thrufting back the German inftantly with his mufket— 
he took the poor dwarf by the hand, and placed him 
before him — This is noble I faid I, clapping my hands 
together— And yet you would not permit this, faid 
the old officer, in England. 

In England* dear Sir, faid L 'vje all Jit at our tafe. 

The old French officer would have fet me at unity 
with myfelf, in cafe 1 had been at variance,— by fay- 
ing it was a bon mo/— ^and as a hon mot is always worth, 
fomething at Farii, he offered me a pinch of {huC 

aSNT. iOURNEY, P. 11^ 
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CHARITY. 

T X THEN all is readv^ and every artic!e is dlfputed 
^ ^ and paid for in the inn, unleis you are a little 
four'd by the adventure, there is always a mauel* to 
compound at the door, before you can get into your 
chaife, and that is with the fons and daughters of po- 
verty, who furround you. Let no man fay, " Let 
them go to the devil ;"— 'tis a cruel journey to fend a 
few miferal^Ies, and they have had fufFerings enow 
without it : I always think it better to take a few 
fous out in my hand; and I would counfel t\erf 
gentle traveller to do fo likewife ; he need not be (6 
CJuA in fetting down his motives for giving them— 
they will be regiflered elfewhere. 

For my own part, there is no man gives ib fittfe 
as I do ; for few that I know have fo little to give : 
but as this was the firil public ad of my charity in 
France, I took the more notice of it. 

A-well-a-day ! faid I, I have but eight fous in the 
world, (hewing them in my hand, and there are 
dght poor men and eight poor women for 'em. 

A poor tatter'd foul without a fhirt on, inftantly 
withdrew his claim, by retiring two fteps out of the 
cirde, and making a difqualifying bow, on his part* 
Had the whole parterre cried out Flace aux dames I 
with one voice, it would not have conveyed the 
fentiment of a deference for tl^e fcx with half the 
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Juft Heaven ! for what wife reafon haft thou or« 
dered it, that beggary and urbanity, which are at fuch 
variance in other countries, ihould £nd a way to be 
fit unity in this ? 

I iniifted upon prefenting him with a fingle fous, 
jnerely for his poUteffe. 

A poor little dwarfifh, brifk fellow, who flood 
over-againft me in the circle, putting fomething firH 
under his arm, which had once been a hat, took his 
fnufF-box out of his pocket, and gener9ufly o<iigr^d a 
pinch on both fides of him: it was a gift of confe- 
quencc, and modefUy declined — The poor v little fel- 
low prefs*d it upon them with a nod of welcomcr 
nefs — PrenezTtn-^prenex,, faid he, looking- another 
way; fo they each took a pinch. — Pity thy box 
/hould ever want one, faid I .to myfelf; fo I. put a 
couple of fous into it — taking a fmall pinch out of 
his box, tp enhance the value, j^s .Idid it- — ^He felt 
the weight pf the fecond obligation , Aore than that of 
,the firft— 'twas doing him an honour-^-the other was 
only doing him a charity — and he made me a bow 
down to the ground for it, >^ 

—Here ! faid I to an old foldier with one hand, 
who had been campaign'd and worn out to death in 
the fervice — here's a couple of fous for thee. Fii^i 
U Rot I faid the old foldier. 

J had then but three fous left; fo I gave one, 
fimply pour P amour de Dieu, which was the footing on 
which it was begg'd— The poor woman had a diflo- 

cated 
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cated hip ; fo k could not well be upon any other 
motive. 

Mon cher W tris charitable M^nfieur — There's no op« 
pofing this, faid I. 

Mjlord Jng/ois-ttiie very found was worth the 
money— fo I gave my laftfousfcr it. But in the cager- 
nefs of giving, I ovcrlook'd a pawvre bonteux, who 
had no one to afk a foiM for him, and who, I be- 
lieved, would have perifhed ere he could have afked 
one for himfelf; he ftocd by tlie- ckaife, a little 
without the circle, and wiped a tear from a face 
which I thought had feen better days — Good God ! 
faid I— and I have not one fingle fous left to give 
hi m But you have a thoufand ! cried all the 
powers of nature, ftirring within me — fo I gave him 
•—no matter what — I am afhamed to fay bo<w much, 
]K)w-— and was a(hamed to think how little, then ; fo 
if the reader can form any conjedure of my difpofi- 
tion, as thefe two fixed points are given him, he may 
judge within a livre or two what was the precife 
fom. 

I could afford nothing for the reft, but Dieu wout 
hemJfe-^Et le ban Dieu *vous betrjfe encore^— {aid the old 
foldier, the dwarf. Sec, The pawvre honteux could fay 
nothing— he puU'd out a little handkerchief, and 
wiped his face as he turned away — and I thought he 
dianked me more than ihem all. 

S£NT. JOURNEr, P. 66* 
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REFLECTIONS ON DEATH. 

1 HE Corporal 

Tread lightly on his aihcs, yc men of genius,— for 
he was your kinfman : 

Weed his grave clean, ye men of goodnefs, — for he 
was your brother. — Oh Corporal ! had I thee but 
now, — now, that I am able to giv^e thee a dinner and 
protedion,— how would I cherifh thee ! thou fhouldft 
wear thy Montero-cap every hour of the day, and 
every day of the week, — and when it was worn out, 
I would purchafe thee a couple like it : — ^but alas ! 
alas ! alas ! now that I can do this in fpite of their 
reverences — the occaiion is lofb— for thou art gone ; 
—thy genius fled up to the flars from whence it came ; 
•—and that warm heart of thine, with all its generous 
and open veffels, comprefled into a iilodofthe njaUey ! 

But what is this — what is this, to that future and 
dreaded page, where I look towards the velvet pall, 
decorated with the military enfigns of thy mailer— 
the firft — the foremoft of created beings; where I 
(hall fee thee, faithful fery ant, laying his fword and 
fcabbard with a trembling hand acrofs bis coffin, and 
then turning, pale as afhes, to the door, to take his 
mourning horfe by the bridlq, to follow his hearfe, as 
hiB directed thee; — where — all my father's fyftcms fhall 
^e baffled by his forrows ; and, in fpite of his philo- 

fophy. 
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fbphy, I fhall behold him> as he in(pedls the lackered 
plate, twice taking his {pedacles from o£F his nofe* 
to wipe away the dew which nature had ihed upon 
them — ^when I fee him caft the rofemary with an air 
of difconfolation, which cries through my ears> — O 
Tobyi in what comer of the world fhall I feek thy 
iellow. 

-^Gracious powers! which eril have opened the 
lips of the dumb in his diib*efs> and made the tongue 
of the fbunmerer fpeak plain — ^when I fhall arrive at 
this ^i^eaded page, deal not with me, then, with a 
ftinted hand. 

T. SHANDY, VOL. III. C. 68* 
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PLEASURES OP 

OBSERVATION AND STUDY. 

•T T THAT a large volume of adventures may 
be grafped within this little fpan of life, 
by him who interefls his heart in every thing, and 
who, having eyes to fee what time and chance are 
perpetaally holding out to him as he journeyeth oa 
his way, miffes nothing he can fairly lay his hands 

.. —If this won't turn oilt fomething — another will 
•"-no matter— -'tis an eiTay upon human nature — I get 
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ihiy labour for my paias— 'ds enough— the pl< 
the experiment has kept my fenfes, and the bef 
toy blood awake> and laid the grofs to fleep. 
I pity the man who can travel from Dan 
fieba, and cry, *Ti« all barren— And fo it is 
is all the world to him who will not culti' 
fruits it offers. I declare, faid I, clapping m 
cheerily together, that were I in a defart^ I wo 
out wherewith in it to call forth my affe^lioi 
could do no better, I would faflen them upi 
iweet myrtle, or feek fome melancholy cy] 
conneft myfelf to— I would court their (hac 
greet them kindly for their proteftion — I wc 
my name upon them, and fwear they were the ! 
trees throughout the defart : if their leaves w; 
I would teach myfelf to mourn, and when t 
joiced, I would rejoice along with them. 

S£NT. JOURNEYj 



FEELING AND BENEFICENC 

WAS it Mackay^s regiment, quoth mj 
Tohyt where the poor grenadier was 
mercifully' whipp'd at Bruges about the ducat; 
O Chrift ! he was innocent ! cried Trim, with 
figh. And he was whipp'd, may it pleaf 
honour, almoft to death's door. — They had 
kave ihot him outright, as he begged, and ] 
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jonc iireSiy to heaven, for he was as innocent at 
your honour.— I thank thee. Trim, quoth my uncle 
Tofy. I never tWnk of his, continued Trim, and 
my poor brother Tom^s misfortunes, for we were all 
three fchooUfellows, but I cry like a coward.— Tears 
are no proof of cowardice. Trim ; I drop them oft- 
times myfelf, cried my uncle Tofy-^-I know your 
honour does, replied Trim, and fo am not aiHamed 
e£ it myfelf.— —But to think, may it pleafe your 
honour, conteiued Trim, — a tear ftealing into the cor- 
aer &f bis eye as he fpoke— — to think of two vir- 
tuous l§ds, with hearts as warm in their bodies, and 
as honeft as God could make them — the children of 
honeft people* going forth with gallant fpirits to feek 
their fortunes in the world — and fall into fuch evils ! 
poor Tom I to be tortured upon a rack for nothing—* 
but marrying a Jeiju^s widow who fold faufag'es— 
honeft Dick John/on* s(o\A to be fcourged out of his 
body, for the ducats another man put in his knapfack ! 
— O !— thefe are misfortunes, cried ^Irtm, pujling out 
his handkerchief,-«-thefe are misfortunes,-^may it 
pleafe your honour, worth lying down and crying 
ovjsr. 

— *Twould be a pity, Trim, quoth my uncle Tohy, 

thou feould*ft ever feel forrow of thy own^ thou 

feeleU; it fo tenderly for others. AUck-a-day, re- 
plied the Corporal, brightening up his face— your 
honour knows I have neither wife or child — I can 
have no forrows in this world. As few as any man, 
Kplicd my uncle 7i^ J nor can I fee how a f(^ow 
- '^ H of 
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of thy light heart can fuffo-, but from the diftrefs of 
poverty in thy old age — when thou art pall all fer- 
vices. Trim, — and haft outlived thy friends. An't 
pleafe your honour^ never fear, replied Trim, cheerily 
-—But I would have thee» never fear. Trim, replied 
xny uncle Tohy ; and therefore, continued my uncle 
Tobyt throwing down hb crutch, and getting upon 
his legs as he uttered the word thtrefore<^vcL recom« 
pence. Trim, of thy long fidelity to me, and that 
goodnefs of thy heart I h^ve had fuch proofs o f 
whilft thy mafter is worth a (hillin g ■ ■ thou fhalt 
never afk elfewhere. Trim, for a penny. Trim at- 
tempted to thank my uncle Tohy, but had not power-— 
tears triclded down his cheeks fafter than he could 
wipe them off— he laid his hands upon his breaft— - 
made a bow to the ground, and fhut the door. 

—I have left Trim my bowling-green, cried my 
uncle 7ii5y— My father fmiled — ^I have left him more- 
over, a peniion, continued my uncle Ti?^'— My £Eitlier 
looked grave* 

T. SHANDY, VOL. II. €• JJ. 
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SLAVERY. 



^^ ONSIDBR llavery^— what it is y h ow bitter a 
^^ draught, and how many millions have hjBcn 

made to drink it ; which if it can poifon aH earthly 

happinef^ when exercifed barely upon our bo^s, 

what 
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what muft it be, when it comprehends both the flavery 
of body and mind ? To conceive this, look into the^ 
hillory of the Romijh church and her t}Tants (or ra- 
ther executioners), who feem to have taken pleafure 
in the pangs and convuliions of their fellow creatures. 
-——Examine the Inqui£tion, hear the melancholy 
notes founded in every cell. — Confider the anguiih 
of mock trials^ and the exquiiite tortures confequent 
thereupon, mercilefsly inflided upon the unfortunate* 
where the racked and weary foul has fo often wifhed 
to take its leavei-^bot cruelly not fuffered to depart 
■■ ■ Confider how many of thefe helplefs wretches 
have been hauled horn thence in all periods of this 
tyrannic ufurpation, to undergo the maflacres and 
flames to which a falfe and bloody religion has con- 
demned them. 

•—Let us behold him in another ligh t ■ 

If we confider man as a creature full of wants and 
tieceflides (whether real or imaginary) , which he is not 
able to fupply of himfelf, what a train of difappoint- 
ments, vexations, and dependences are to be feen 
ifiiiing from thence to perplex and make his way un- 
eafy I— —How many juftlings and hard ftruggles do 
wc undergo in making our way in the world ! — ^How 
barbarouily held back !— How often and bafely over- 
thrown, in aiming only at getting bread ! — ^How many 
of us never attain it — at leafl not comfortably, — but 
from various unknown caufes-— «at it all our lives 
long m bittemefs I 
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OPPRESSION VANQUISHED 

T HAVE not been a furlong from Shandy Hall 
-^ fince I wrote to you laft— but why is my pen fo 
perverfe ? I have been to ***•*, and my errand was 
of To peculiar a nature^ that I mufl give you an ac- 
count of it. You will fcarce believe me, when I tell 
you it was co out-juggle a juggling attorney ; to put 
craft and all its power to defiance ; and to obtain 
juftice from one — ^who has a heart fell enough to 
take advantage of the miftakes of honefl iimplicity^ 
and who has ralfed a confiderable fortune by artifice 
Vnd injuftice. However, I gained my point ! — it was 
a flar and garter to me ; the matter was as follows. 
*' A poor man, the father of my Veftal, havmg by 

* the fweatof his brow, during a courfe of manylabo- 

* rious years, faved a fmall fum of money, applied 

* to this fcribe to put it out to ufe for him : this was 
' done« and a bond given for the money. The 
' honefl man, having no place in his cottage which 

* he thought fufHciently fecure, put it in a hole in 

* the thatch, which had fcrved inftead of a ftrong 
' box to keep his money. In this fituation the bond 
» remained 'till the time of receiving his interefl 
' drew nigh. Bpt alas ! the rain which had done 

** no miiikhief to his gold, had found out his paper 
•* fecurity, and had rotted it to pieces !" It would 
be a difficult matter to paint the diftrefs of the old 

coontrjrmaii 
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countryman upon this difcovery ;— he came to irle 
weeping, and begged my advice and affiftance ! — k 
cut me to the heart.! 

Frame to yourfelf the piflure of a man upwards of 
fixty years of age — who having with much penury 
and more toil, udth ihe addition of a fmall legacy, 
fcraped together about fourfcore pounds to fupport 
him in the infirmities of old age, and to be a Ijttle 
portion for his child when he fhould be dead and 
gone — loft his little hoard at once— and to aggravate 
his misfortune — by his own negledl and incaution.— 
*' if I was young. Sir, (faid he) my afflidion would 
" have been light— and I might have obtained it 
*' again ! but I have loll my comfort when I moil 
'< wanted it ! my ilaiF is taken from me when I 
" cannot go alone ; and I have nothing to expefl in 
" future life, but the unwilling charity of a parifli- 
'• officer.*' Never in my whole life did I wifh to be 
rich, with fo good a grace, as at this time ! What a 
luxury would it have been to have faid to this afflided 
fellow-creature, " There is thy money — go thy ways 
-—and be at peace." 

But alas ! the Shandy family were never much en* 
cumbered with money ; and I (the poorefl of them all) 
could only affift him with good counfel ; — but I did 
not flop here. 

I went myfelf with him to •»•**, where by per- 
fitafion, threats, and fome art, which (by the bye) in 
fuch a caufe, and with fuch an opponent, was very 
juftifiable— I fent my poor client back to his home, 
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With his comfort and his bond reilored to him. Bravo 1 
Bravo ! 

If a man has a right to be proud of any thing,— it 
is of a good aftion, done as it ought to be, without any 
bafe interefl lurking at the bottom of it. • 

LETTER VI. T© HIS FRIENDS. 



FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES. 

TT is the mild and quiet half of the world, who are 
-■" generally outraged and borne down by the other 
half of it ; but in this they have the advantage ; what- 
ever be the fenfe of their wrongs, that pride ilands not 
fo watchful afentinel over their forgivenefs, as it does 
in the breads of the fierce and froward ; we fhoiild aU 
of us, I believe, be more forgiving than we are, would 
th^ world but give us leave ; but it is apt to interpofe 
its ill offices in remiffioQS, efpecially of this kind : the 
truth is, it has its laws, to which the heart is not always 
a party ; and a£ls fo like an unfeeling engine in all 
cafes without diftindlion, that it requires all the firmnefs 
of the moft fettled humanity to bear up againft it. 

^SRM. XVIII. p.6i. 
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HAPPINESS. 

THE great purfuit of man is after happincfs : it 
is the (irfl and ftrongefl defire of his nature ; 
—in every llage of his life, he fcarches fdr it as for 
bidden treafure ; courts it under a thoufand different 
fhapcs, — and though perpetually difappointed, — Hill 
perfifts,— -runs after and inquires for it afrefh — afks 
every paiTenger who comes in his way. Who <will 
.Jbenu him any good? who wil^aflift him in the attain- 
ment of it, or direft him to the difcovery of this great 
end of all his wifhes ? 

He is told by one to fearch for it among the more 
gay and youthful pleafures of life, in fcenes of mirth 
and fprightlmefs, where happinefs ever prefides^ and 
is ever to be known by the joy and laughter which 
he will fee at once psunted in her looks. A fecond, 
with a graver afpedt, points ou^ to the coftly dwellings 
which pride and extravagance have creded :— tells 
the inquirer that the objed he is in fearch of inhabits 
there, — that happinefs lives only in, company with the 
great, in the midft of much pomp and outward .ftate, 
that he will eafily find her out by the coat of many 
colours ihe has on, and the great luxury and expence 
of equipage and furniture with which ihe always fits 
fiirrounded. 

The Mifer blefles God !— wonders how any one 
would miflead and wilfully put him upon fp wrong ,4 
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fcent — convinces him that happinefs and extravagance 
never inhabited under the fame roof; that if he 
would not be difappointed in his fearch, he mull 
look mto the plain and thrifty dwellings of the pru- 
dent man, who knows and underftands the worth of 
money, and cautioufly lays it up againfl an evil hour : 
that it is not the proftitution of wealth upon the paf- 
fions, or the parting with it at all that conftitutes 
happinefs — but that it is the keeping it together, and 
the having and holding it fail to him and his heirs for 
ever, which are the chief attributes that form this 
great idol of human worfhip, to which fo much incenfe 
is offered up every day. 

The Epicure, though he eaiily re£lifies fo grofs a 
miflakej yet at the fame time he plunges him, if poffi- 
ble, into a greater ; for hearing the obje§ of his pur- 
Aut to be happinefs, and knowing of no other hap* 
pinefs than what is feated immediately in his fenfes— 
Jke fends the inquirer there ;— tells him 'tis vain to 
fearch elfewhere for it, than where nature herfelf Jias 
placed it—in the indulgence and gratijBcation of the 
appetites, which are givenr us for that end : and in a 
word— if he will not take his opinion in the matter— 
he may truft the word of a much wifer man, who 
has afllwed us — ^that there is nothing better in this 
world, than that a man fhould eat and drink and rejoice 
in his works, and make his foul enjoy good in his la- 
bour : for that is his portion. 

To refcue' him from this brutal experiment — Am- 
bition takes him by the hand, and carries him into the 
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( >S3 ) 

WoAd, — ^ihews him all the kingdoms of th« earthy and 
the glory of them* points QUt the m^any ways of ad- 
vancing his fortune, and ndfing himfelf ta honour,-^ 
lays before his eyes -all the charms and bewitching 
temptations of power, and afks, if there can be any 
happinefs ih this world lik* that of being carefled, . 
courted, flattered, and followed ? 

To clofe all, the Phiiofopher meets him buftling 
in the full career of this purfuit— Hops him — ^tells him, 
if he isin fearch of happii^efs, he is far gone out of his 
way. That this deity has long been banifhed from 
noife and tumults, where there was no reft found for 
her, and was fled into folitude far from all commerce 
of the world ; and, in a word, if he would find her, he 
muft leave this bufy and intrig\iiBg fcene, and go back 
to that peaceful fcene of retire'ment and books, from 
which he &rR^ fet out. 

In this circle too often does a man run, tries all 
experiments, and generally fits down wearied and dif- 
fatisfied with them all at laft — ^in utter defpair of ever 
accomplifliing what he wants — nor knowing what to 
truft to after fo many difappointments ; ar where 
to lay the fault, whether in the incapacity of his own 
nature, or in the infufRcicncy of the enjoyments 
themfelvesr 

SSRM. I. P. 1» 
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TRIBUTE OF AFFECTION. 

MY heart ^ops mc to pay thee, my dear ancle 
. Tohy, once for all» the tribute I owe^ thy good- 
nefs ; here let me thrdl my chair aiide> and kneel 
down upon the ground, whilft I am pouring forth 
the warmeftfentiments of love for thee, and vcnera- 
don for the excellency of thy charadler, that ever 
virtue and nature kindled in a nephew's bofom.— • 
Peace and comfort refl for ever more upon thy head I 
»-T1h)u enviedft no man's comforts, infultedft no 
man's opinions. — ^Thou blackenedil no man's charader, 
•— devouredil no mixCs bread : gently, with faithful 
Trim behind thee, didft thou amble round the little 
circle Jbf thy pleafures, joflling no creature in the way : 
-— fori^ch one's forrows thou hadft a tear,— for each 
man'^ need thou hadft a (hilling. Whilfl I am worth 
one> to pay a weeder,r— thy path from thy door to thy 
bowling-green fhall never be grown up— Whilft there 
is a rood and a half of land in the Shandy family, thy 
fortifications^ my dear untie Tohj, fhall never be de- 
ndifb'd. 

T. 8HANPY> VOL. II. CHAP. 27. 
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YORICK'S DEATH A BROKEN HEART, 



'T'HE Mortgaged, and Mortgagee differ the one 
from the other« not more in length of purfe, 
than the Jefter and Jefth do, in that of memory. 
But in this the comparifon between them runs, as 
the fcholiafts call it, upon all fours ; (which, by the 
bye, is upon one or two legs more than fome of the 
beft of Homer*s can pretend to) ; — ^namely. That the 
one raifes a fum, and the other a latlgh at your expecce» 
and thinks no n^ore abou^ it, Interefl, however, fHll 
runs on in both cafes ;— the periodical or accidental 
payments of it, juft ferving to keep the memory of the 
affair alive ; 'till at length, in fome evil hour, 
pop comes the creditor upon each, and by demanding 
principal upon the fpot, together with full intereft to 
the very day, makes them both feel the. full extent of 
their obligations* 

As the reader (for I hate your ifi) has a thorough 
knowledge of human nature, I need not fay more^ lo 
(atisfy him, that my Hero could not go on at tixii 
rate without fome flight experience of thefe inciden<^ 
tal mementos. To fpeak thejruth, he had wantonly 
involved himfelf in a multitude of fmall book-debu 
of this damp, which, notwithftanding ^^g-^^iz/j's fre- 
quent advice, he too much difregarded ; thinking, 
that as not one of them was contracted through any 
ihalignancjv— but, on the contrary, from an hone fly 
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of mind, and a mere jocundity of humour, they wouM 
all of them be crofs'd out in courfe. 

Eugenius would never admit this ; and would often 
tell him, that one day or other he would certainly be 
reckoned with : and he would often add» in an ac- 
cent of forrowful apprehenfion,— to the uttermoft 
mite. To which Torick, with his dual careleffnefs of 
heart, would as often anfwer with a pfhaw ! — and if 

the fubjedl was ftarted in the fields, with a hop* 

ficip, and a jump at the end of it; but if clofe pent 
up in the fecial chimney-comer, where the culprit was 
barricadoM in, with a table and a couple of arm* 
^airs, and could not fo readily fly off in a tangent,—* 
Eugenius would then go on with his lefture upon dif- 
cretion in words to this purpofe, though fomewhat 
better put together; 

Truft rae, dear Torick , this unwary pTeafantry of 
thine will fooner or later bring thee into fcrapes and 
difficulties, which no after- wit can extricate thee out 

• - 

of' In thefe fallies, too oft, I fee, it happens that 
a perfon laughed at, confiders himfelf in the light of a ^ 
perfon injured, with all the rights of fuch a fituation 
belonging to him ; and when thou viewell him in that 
light too, and. reckons up his friends, his family, hi^ 

Idudred and allies, and mufters up with them the 

many recruits that will lift under him from a fenfe of 

common .danger; 'tis no extravagant arithmetic 

to fay that for every ten . jokes, thou haft got M 

i'":|iidhdred enemies; and till thou haft gone on, and 
, failed a fwarm of wafps about thine ears, and art half 

fiung 
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ftang to death by them^ thou wUt never be convinced 

it is fo. 

' I cannot fufpe^l it in the man whom I efteem> that 
there is the leaft fpur from fpleen, or malevolence of 
intent in thefc Tallies — I believe and know them to 
be truly honefl and fportive: — But confider, my dear 
lad, that fools cannot diftinguifh this, — and that 
knaves will not : — and thou knoweft not what it is, 
dther to provoke the one, or to make merry with 
the other :— whenever they affociate for mutual de- 
fence, depend upon it, they will carry on the war in 
fach a manner againfl thee, my dear friend, as to 
Biake thee heartily iick of it, and of thy life too. 

Revenge from fome baneful corner fhall level a 
tale of difhonour at thee, which no innocence of heart 
or integrity of condu6l fhall fet right. The for- 
tunes of thy houfe fhall totter, — thy character, which 
led the way to them, fhall bleed on every fide of it,— 
thy faith queflioned, — thy works belied— thy wit for- 
gotten— thy learning trampled on. To wind up the 
kft fcene of thy tragedy. Cruelty and Cow- 
ardice, twin rufHans, hired and fet on by Malice 
In the dark, fhall llrike together at all thy infirmities 
and mifbkes :■■ The befl of us, my dear lad, lie 
open there, — and trufl me, — trufl me, Torick, ^hen /# 
gratify a pri'vate appetite, it is mce re/ol<ved upotiy that 
an innocent and an helplefs creature Jhall hefacrtficedy ^tis 
an eajy matter to pick up Jiicks endughfrom any thicket 
where it has grayed, to make afire to offer it up njoith, 

Torick 
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TVrick (caroe evor heard this Tad vatTdhation of 
his defHny read Jver to him^ bat with a tear ftealing 
from his eye, and a promiilbry look attesdiDg it, diat 
he was refolved, for the time to come> to ride his tit 
with more ibbriety. — But, alas» too late ! — a grand 
confederacy, wth ••••• and ••••• at the head of it, 
was formed before the firft predi^on of it.— -The 
whole plan of the attack, juft as Eugenius had foie* 
boded, was put in execution all at once, — ^with fo little 
mercy on the £de of the allies, — ^and fo little fufpicion 
in Torick, of what was carrying on agamft him^--^ 
that when he thought, good eafy man I full fuidy 
preferment was o' ripening,— they had finote hit 
root, and then he fell, as many a worthy man had 
fidlen before him. 

Torick, however, fought it out with all imaginable 
gallantry for fome time ; till, overpowered by num- 
bers, and worn out at length by the calamities of the 
war/— -but more fo, by. the ungenerous manner in 
which it was carried on,— he threw down the fword ; 
and though he kept up his fpirits in appearance to 
the Uft» he died, . neverthelefs> as was generally 
thought, qtdte brokenrhearted. 

What inclined Eugenius to the fame opinion, was 
as follows : 

A few hours before Torick breathed his laft, Eu' 
genius ftept in with an intent to take his laft fight and 
fSu'ewel of him. Upon his drawing Torick*8 curtain, 
and aiking how he felt himfelf, ITorick looked up in 
his hce, took hold of his hand,— -and aftier thanking 
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him tar die numy tokens of lus ftiendthip to kun, lor 
which, he faid, if it was thdr fite to meet hereafter^ 
^-he would thank him agun and again,i — he told him» 
he was within a few hours of giving his enemies the 
flip for ever. I hope not, anfwered EminiuSf with 
tears trickfing down his cheek, and v^ith the tendereft 
tone that ever man fpoke.-»I hope not, Ttrick^ (aid 
he^ ■ Y§rick replied with a look op, and a gentle 
iqneeze of EmgeMius*s hand, and that was all,— bat it 
cut Eagemims to his heart. — Come,— come, Tfick^ 
qooth Eagemtts, wijnng his eyes, and fummoning np 
the man within him,— -my dear lad, be comforted,-— 
let not all thy fjnrits and fortitude forfake thee at this 
crifis f^en thou moft wants them;— ^ho knows 
what refoorces are in ftore, and what the power of 
God may yet do for thee ? — ToricA laid his hand upon 
his heart, and gently (hook his head ;-»For my part, 
cried Eugeniusf crying bitterly as he uttered the 
words,-— I declare I know not, ToncJt, how to part 
. with thee, and would gladly flatter my hopes, added 
Et^eniuSf chearing up his voice, that there is (till 
enough left of thee to make a bifhop, and that I may 
Hve to fee it." I befeech thee, Eugeniust quoth 
Torick^ taking off his night-cap as well as he could 
with his left hand«— his right hand being (till grafped 
dofe in that of Eugeniust^-^-^l be(eech thee to take a 
view of my head.— I fee nothing that ails it, replied 
Eugenius. Then alas ! my friend, faid Torick^ let me 
tell you, that 'tis fo bruifed and mif-fhapened ^th 
the blows which •?••• and •••••, and fome others 
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Lave fo unhandfomely given me m the dark, that I 
might fay with Sanco Pane that (hould I recover, 
and " Mitres thereupon be fufFered to rain down 
•* from heaven as thick as a.il, not one of them 

*' would fit it." Torick^s laft breath was hanging 

upon his trembling lips ready to depart as ho uttered 
this ;' yet ftill it was uttered with fomething of a 

Cer'vantic tone ; and as he fpoke it, Eugenius 

could perceive a ftream of lambent fire lighted up 
for a moment in his eyes ; faint piflure of thofe 
flafhes of his fpirit, which (as S hake/pear e faid of his 
anceftor) were wont to fet the table in a rdar ! 

Eugenius was convinced from this, that the heart 
of his friend was broke : he fqueezed his hand,* 
and then walked foftly out of the room, weeping as 
he walked. Torick followed Eugenius with his eyes 

to the door, he then clofed themx — and never 

opened them more. 

He lies buried in the corner of his church-yard, 
in the parifh of——, under a plain marble flab, 
which his friend Eugenius, by leave of his executors, 
laid upon his grave, with no more than thefe words 
of infcription, ferving both for his epitaph and 
elegy. 



Alas, poor YORICK! 



Ten times a day has ToricPs ghoft the confolatlon 
to hear the monumental infcription read over with 
iuch a variety uf plaintive tones* as denote a general 
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pity and cilccm for him ;— — a footway crofEng the 
church-yard clofe by the fide of his grave,— not a 
paflenger goes by without flopping to cafl a look 
upon it, — and fighing as he walks on> 

Alas, poor YORICKI 

T. ftHANDYi VOL. I. C I2m 
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POWER OF SLIGHT INCIDENTS. 

IT is curious to obferve the triumph of flight 
incidents over the mind;— and what incredible 
weight they have in forming and governing our 
opii)ions, both of men and things— that trifles light 
as air, (hall waft a belief into the foul, and plant it fo 
-immoveable within it, that Euclidh dcmonftration5> 
could they be brought to batter it in breach, fliQuld 
not ail have power to overthrow it. 

T. SHANDY, VOLt lit CRAP. 6fti 



CROSSES IN LIFE. 

MANY, many are the ups and downs of life, 
fortune mufl be uncommonly gracious to that 
mortal who does not experience a great variety o£ 
them :— though perhaps to thefe may be owing as 
much of our pleafufes as our pains : there are fcenes 
of delight in the vale as well as in the mountain; 
and the inequalities of nature may not be lefs ne- 
ceflary to pleafe the eye-— than the varieties of life to 
improve the heart. At beft we are but a fliort-fighted 
race of beings, with jufl light enough to difcem our 
way. — ^To do that is bar duty, and ihould be oor 
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care ; v/hen a man has done this, he is Tafe ; the reft 
is of little confequence— — 

Cover his head njuitb a turf or a ft one % 
It is all one, it is all one / 

LETTER IV* TO HIS FRIENDS* 
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THE CONTRAST. 

'^r^HINGS are carried on in this world, fomctimes 
*^ fo contrary to all our reafonings, and the feem- 
ing probability of faccers,*-that even the race is not 
to the fwift, nor the battle to the ftrong ;-»nay, what 
is ftranger ftill— -nor yet bread to the wife, who fhould 
laft ftand in want of it,— nor yet riches to the men 
of underftanding, whom you would think beft qua« 
llfied to acquire them,-^nor yet favour to men of fkilJ> 
whofe merit and pretences bid the faireft for it ;— 
bat that there are fome fecret and unfeen workings in 
human afiairs, which baffle all our endeavours, and 
turn afide the courfe of things in fuch a manner,—* 
that tKe moft likely caufes difappoint and fail of pro- 
' dttcing for us the efiedt which we wiihed, and natu- 
rally expelled from them. 

You will fee a man, of whom were you to form a 
conjtfdbire from the appearance of things in his fa-- 
vour,-ii*you would fay was fettbg out in the world 
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\\ith the faireft profpedl of making his fortune in it; 
—with all the advantages of birth to recommend him, 
of perfonal merit to fpeak for him,— and of friends 
to pufh him forwards : you will behold him, not- 
ui:hftanding this, difappolnted in every efFedl you 
might naturally have looked for, from them ; every 
flep he takes towards his advancement, fomething in- 
vifible Ihall pull him back, fomc unforefeen obftacl« 
fhall rife up perpetually in his way, and keep there. 
—In every application he makes — fome untoward 
circumflance (hall blaft it. — He fhall rife early, — late 
take reft, and eat the bread of carefulnefs, — ^yet fome 
happier man fhall rife up, and ever ftep in before 
him, and leave him fbuggling to the end of his life> 
in the very fame place in which he fir ft began. 

The hiftory of a fecond fhall in all refpedts be the 
contraft to this. He fhall come into the world with 
the moft unpromifing appearance, — (hall fet forwards 
without fortune, without friends — ^without talents to 
procure him either ^he one or the other, Neverthe- 
lefs you will fee this clouded profpedl brighten up b- 
fenfibly, unaccountably before him ; every thing prc- 
fented in his way fhall turn out beyond his expedi- 
tions, in fpite of that chain of unfurmountable diffi- 
culties which firft threatened him, — time and chance 
fhall opeii him a way,— a feries offuccefsful occur- 
rences ftiall lead him by the hand to the fummit of 
honour and fortune ; and, in a word, without giving 
him the pains of thinking, or the credit of projedt- 
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DR. SLOP AND OBADIAH MEETING 

TMACrNE to yourfelf a little, fquat, uncourtly 
■*■ figure of a Dr. SUp, of about four feet and a half 
perpendiculai: height, with a breadth of back, and a 
fuiqoipedality of belly, which might have done 
boDOur to a ferjeant in the horfe-guards. 

Such were the omlines of Dr. S/cf'i figure, which^ 
if you have reai Hegartb'a analyfisof beauty> (and if 
you have not, I wifti you would) ; — you muft know, 
may as certainly be caricatured, and conveyed to the 
mind by three ftrokes as three hundred. 

Imagine fuch a one,— .-for fuch, I fay, were the out- . 
lines of Dr. Slap's figure, coming flowly along, foot 
by foot, waddling through the dirt upon the vertebne 
of a little diminuuve pony, of a pretty colour — but 
of firength,^ — alack ! fcarce able to have made an 
unble of it, onder fuch a fardel, had the roads beeq 
in an ambling condition. — They were not.^-^Ima- 
gine to yourfelf, Obadiab mounted upon a ftrong 
monger of a coach-horfc, pricked into a full gal- 
lop, and making all prafticaUe fpeed the adverfe 
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Pray» Sir, let me intereft you a moment in this 
defcription. 

Had Dr. Slop beheld Ohadiuh a mile off, pofting in 
a narrow lane dire6Uy towards him, at that monftrous 
rate,-— fplafhing and plunging like a devil through 
thick and thin as he approached, would not fuch a 
pha&nomenon, with fuch a vortex of mud and water 
moving along with it, round its axis,— have been % 
fubjed of jufler apprehenfion to Dr. Slop in his fitoa^ 
tion, than the ^orft of Whtfton\ comets? — ^To fay' 
nothing of the Nucleus; that is, oiOhadiah and the 
coach-horfe. — ^In my idea, the vortex alone of 'em 
was enough to have involved and carried, if not the 
doftor, at leaft the dodlor's pony, quite away with it. 
What then do you think mull ^the terror and hydro- 
phobia of Dr. Slop have been, when you read (which 
you are juft going to do), that he was advancing thus 
warily along towards Shandy Hall, and had ap- 
proached to within fixty yards of it, and within five 
yards of a fudden turn, made by an acute angle of 
the garden wall,— and in the dirtieft part of a dirty 
lane, — ^when Ohadiah and his coach-horfe turned the 
comer, Tapid, furious, — ^pop,— full upon him ! — ^No- 
thing, I think in nature, can be fuppofed more terrible 
than fuch a rencounter, — fo imprompt! fo ill prc; 
pared to ftand the (hock of it as Dr. Slop was I 

What could Dr. Slop do?— he crofTed hifflft]( 
X— Pugh! — ^but the dodlor, Sir^was a Papift. 
No matter ; he had better have kept hold of the 
pummel.— He had fo;— nay, as it happened, hfe had 
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better have cl(»ie nothing at all ; for in croffing Kim- 
fclf he let go his whip,— and in attempting to favc 
his whip between his knee and his faddle's fkirt^ as it 
flipped, he loft his ftirrup, — ^m lofing which he loft 
his feat; and in the multitude of all thefe lofTes 
(which, by the bye, Ihew what little advantage there 
is in crofting) the unfortunate doctor loft his pre- 
fence of mind. So that without waitmg for Otadiah^s 
onfet, he left his pony to its deftiny, tumbling off it 
diagonally, fomething in the ftyle and manner of a 
pack of wool, and without any other confequence 
from the fall, fave that of being left (as it would have 
been) with the broadeft part of him funk about 
twelve inches deep in the mire. 

Obadiab pull'd off his cap twice to Dr. Slop ;— • 
once as he was falling,-— and then again when he faw 
him feated. Hi-timed complaifance ;-— had not 
the fellow better have ftopped his horfe, and got oft*, 
and. helped him?*-Sir, he did all that his iituation 
woold allow;—- but the Momentum of the coach- 
hoHe was fo great, that Ohadiah could not do it all at 
once'; he rode in a circle three dmes round Dr. Slop^ 
before he could fully accompliih it any how;— and 
at laft> when he did ftop the beaft, 'twas done with 
fuch an explofton of mud, that Obadiab had better 
have been a league off. In ftiort, never was a Dr. Slop 
to beluted, and fo tranfubftandatcd, fmce that aftiair 
^ came into faftiion. 

TRISTRAM SHANDY, C. XXXV. P. 187. 

SELFISHNESS 
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SELFISHNESS AND MEANNESS. 

THAT there is felfiftinefs and meannefs enough 
in the fouls of one part of the world, to hurt 
the credit of the other part of it, is what I fhall not 
difpute againll ; but to judge of the whole from thi« 
bad fample, and becaufe one man is plotting, and 
artful in his nature ;— or, a fecond openly makes his 
pleafure or his profit the whole center of all his de- 
iigns ;— or becaufe a third ftrait-hearted wretch fits 
confined within himfelf, — feels no misfortunes, but 
thofe which touch himfelf; to involve the whole race 
without mercy under fuch detefted charadlers, is a 
conclufion as falfe as it is pernicious ; and were it in ge- 
neral jto gain credit, could ferve no end, but the root- 
ing out of our nature all that is generous, and plant- 
ing in the ftead of it fuch an averfion to each other, 
as mufl untie the bands of fociety, and rob us of one 
of the greateft pleafures of it, the mutual communica- 
tions of kind offices ; and by poifoning the fountain, 
j-endering every thing fufpefted that flows through it. 

SERM. VII. p. 1^7. 



VICE NOT WITHOUT USE. 

npHE fives o'f bad men are not withoujt ufe»— 

•*• and whenever fuch a one is drawn, not with a 

corrupt view to be admired^-^-but on purpofe to be 

detcfted-* 



dctefted— it muft excite fuch a horror againft vice, as 
will ilrike indirectly the fame good impreflion. And 
though it is painful to the laft degree to paint a tnan 
in the (hades which his vices have cad upon him, 
yet when it ferves this end, it carries its own excofe 
witli it. ' . 

8ERM. IX, r/i75* 



YORICK'S OPINION OF GRAVITY. 

SOMETIMES, in his wild way of talking, he 
^ would fay, that gravity was an arrant fcoundrel; 
and he would add, of the moft dangerous kind too,-«^ 
becaufe a fly one; and that he verily believed, more 
hcmeft, well-meaning people were bubbled out of 
their goods and rooHey by it in one twelvemonth^ 
than l)^ pocket-picking and (hop-lifting in feven» 
In the naked temper which a meriy heart difcovercd« 
he would fay, there was no danger, — but to itfelf :— • 
whereas xhe very efTence of gravity was defign, and 
confequently deceit; — 'twas a taught trick to gain 
credit of the world for more fcnfe and knowledge 
than a man was wonh; and that, with all its preten* 
fions^ — it was no better, but olten worfe than what a 
French wit had long ago defined it, viz. — A myfteri- 
ous carriage of the body to cover the defedls of the 
4Jiind« 

T. SHANDY, VOL, I. C. !• 
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THE INTERRUPTION. 

WHEN my father received the letter which 
brought him the melancholy account of rojr 
brother fid^^^'s death , he was bufy calculating the ex- 
pcncc of his i:idi»vg poft from Cxilais to Paris, and f<» 

on to Lyotn* . 

'Twas a moft inaufpicious journey; my father 
having had every foot of it to travel over again, and 
his calculation to begin afrefh, when he had almoft 
got to the end of it, by Obadiah's opening the door to 
acquaint him the family was out of yeaft — and to a& 
whether he might not take the great coach-horfe early 
in ihe morning and ride in fearch of fomc. — ^With 
all my heart, Ohadiah^ faid my father (purfuing his 
jpumey) — take the coach-horfe, and welcome. — But 
he wants a (hoe, poor creature \ faid Ohadiab. — Poor 
creature! faid my uncle Tohy^ vibrating theiiote back 
again, like a firing in unifon. Then ride the ^cot(h 
horfe, quoth my father haftily. — He cannot bear a 
iaddle upon his back, quoth Obadiahy for the whole 
world. — The devil!* in that horfe; then take Pa,. 

TRioT, cried my father; and fhut the door. Pa*- 

TRiOT is (o\di, (dx^ Obadiah. Here's for you! cried 
my father, making a paufe, and looking in my unde 
Toh/s faccj as if the thing had not been a matter of 
faft. — Your worlliip ordered me to fell him laft Jprilt 
Cud Oiadm^^-^Thtn go on foot for your pains, cried 

my. ' 



ijr father 1 had much rather walk than ricle« faid 

)hadiahi (hutting the door. 

What plagues! cried my father, going on with hi« 

alculation. But the waters are out, faid Obadiaht 

pening the door again. 

Tin that moment, my fathejv. who had a map of 
aHfin^s^ and a book of the poft-roads before him, 
«d kept his hand upon the head of his compafles, 
dth one foot of them fixed upon Nevers^ the laft 
:age he had paid for — purpofing to go on from that 
oint with his joume)( and calculation, as foon at 
)hadiah quitted the room: but this fecond attack of 
)badiah% in opening the door and laying the whole, 
ountry under water,. was too much. — He let go his 
ompafles— or rather^ with a mixed motion between 
ccident and an^er, he threw them upon the tables 
nd then there was nothing for him to do« but to ie« 
am back to Calais (like many^ others) as wife as he 
lad fet out. 

T. SHANDY, VOL, III. P. IJ* 



REFLECTION UPQN MAN^ 

^XTHEN I refledl upon man; and take a view of 
^ ^ that dark fide of him which reprefents' his life 
s <^n to fo many caufes of trouble — ^when I confi- 
ler how oft we eat the brea J of afflidion, and that 
ve are bom to it, as to the portion of our inheri- 
ance — ^when one runs over ths catalogue of all the 

I z crofi 



^crofi redcomngs and fonowful itcnw with which the 
heart of man is overcharged, 'tis wonderful by what 
bidden refourcbs the mind is enabled to ftand it out, 
and bear itfelf up as it does, againft the impositions 
laid upon our nature* 

T. SHANDY, VOL. II. CHAP. 42« 
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EJACULATION. 

•T^IME waftes too faft; every letter I trace tells 
-*• me with what rapidity life follows a»y pen; 
die days and hours of it, more precious, my dear 
Jenny! than the rubies about thy neck, are flying 
over oar heads like light clouds of a windy day, never 
to return more^— every thing prefles on — ^whilft thou 
art twifting that lock, — fee! it grows grey; and 
crery time I kifs thy hand \o bid adieu, and every 
^bfence which follows it, are prdudes to that eternal 
Jbparation whicfi we are Ihortly to make. 

T» SHANDY. VOL. IV. CHAP. S*]* 



LIFE 0,F MAN. 

WHAT is the life of man! is it not to (hift 
from fide to fide! — ^from forrow to forrow? 
»— to button up one caufe of vexation ;-— and unbutton 
4UK>tfaeri 

T« SHANDYj VOL. 11. C. 66. 

TRIM'S 
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TRIM'S EXPLANATJO^r 

OF THE 

FIFTH COMMANDMENT. 

•T>R'YTHEE, Tnm, qooth my father,— What 
"*• daft thou mean, by •' honouring thy father 
mnd mother?^* 

Allowing them, an't pleafe youf honour, three half- 
pence a day out of my pay when they grew old.— :^ 
And didft thou do that. Trim? laid Yorkk. — He did^ 
indeed, replied my uncle Tohy — Then, Trw, faid 
Yorkkt fpringing out of his chair, and taking the 
Corporal by the hand, thou art the beft commen- 
tator upon that part of the Decalogue \ and I honour 
' Ace more for it. Corporal Trim, than if thou hadfl a 
hand in ^Talmud \\M£, 

T. SHAK DY, tr IH. C* 32# 

HEALTH. 

Q BLESSED health! thou an above all gold and 

^■'-^ treafure; 'tis thou who enlarge ft the foul,— 
and openeft all its powers to receive inftruftion, and 
to rcliftiv virtue.-j—He that has thee has Httle more to- 
wifh for! and he that is fb wretched as to want thee,^ 
—wants every thing with thee* 

T. SHANDY, V. III. C. 35, 

1 5 SOUTUDE. 
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SOLITUDE. 

/CROWDED towns, and bufy focietics, may de- 
^^ light the unthinking, and the gay — hwt folitude 
is the bed nurfe of wifdom. 

In folitude the mind gains ftrength, and learns to 
lean upon herfelf: in the world it feeks or accepts 
of a few treacherous fupports — the feigned coropaf- 
iion of one — the flattery of a fecond^the civilities 
of a third — the friendlhip of a fourth — ^they all de- 
ceive, and bring th» mind back to retirement, re- 
flexion, and books^ 

LETTER. LXXXJIf 



r Ii A T T E R y. 

TNELICIOUS eflencelhow refrclhing art thou to 
•*-^ nature! how ftrongly arc all its powers and 
all its weakncfles on thy fide ! how fweetly doft thou 
mix with the blood, and help it through the moft 
difficult and tortuous paffages to the heart. 

SENT, JOURNEY, P,. 2^tO» 
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FORGIVENESS. 

nPHE brave only know how to forgive; — it is 
'*' the moft refined and generous, pitch of virtue 
human nature can arrive at. — Cowards have done 
good and kind actions*, ^-cowards have even foug-iS 
nay, fometimeSii cvca conquered; but a coward never 
forgave. — It is not in his nature ; — the power of do- 
ing it flows only from a ftrength and greatnefs of foul, 
confcious of its own force and fecurity, and abov« 
the little temptations of refenting every fruitlefs at- 
tempt to interrupt its happinefs. 

SERMON XII. p. 244* 
, • Chriftian Hera. 



FAVOURS 

IN returning favours^ we aft differently from whatr 
^we do in conferring them: in the one cafe we- 
fimply confider what is beft, — in* the other, what is 
moft acceptable. The reafon is, that we have-a right 
to aft according to our own ideas of what will do the- 
party moft good, in the cafe where we beftow a fa- 
vour; — ^but where we return one, we lofe this right, 
and' aft acco^rding to- his conceptions, who has^ 

I 4> obliged. 
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obliged usy and endeavour to repay in fuch a manner 
u we think it rooft likely to be accepted in difcharge 
of the obligation, 

SERMON XIII. p. 260* 



RUSTIC FELICITY. 

Ti yfANY arc the filent pleafures of the honeft 
•^^^ peafant; who rifcs cheerfully to his labour:— 
look into his dwelling, — ^wherc the fcene of every 
happinefs chiefly lies : — he has the fanie domeftic en* 
dcarments, — as much joy and comfort in his children^ 
And as flattering hopes of their doing well,— -to en* 
liven his hours and glad his hearty as you could con- 
ceive in the moft aiHuent ftation.— -And I make no 
doubt, in general^ but if the true account of his joys 
and fufferin^s w^re to be balanced with thofe of hit 
betten,— that the upfhot would prQve to be little mote 
than thisj, — that tlie rich man had the more meat^— * 
but the poor man the better ftomach; the one bad 
more luxury, — ^more able phyficians to attend and iet 
kim to fights ;-^ih^ other more health and foundncfs 
in bis bonesj, and lefs occafion for ^heir help ;— that» 
after thefc two articles betwixt them were balanced^"-* 
in all other things, they ftood upon a level: — that the 
fun ihines as warm,— *the air blows as frefb, — and 
the earth breathes as fragrant upon the one as the 
other: and. that they have an equal ihsMre in all the 
beauties and real benefits of naturci, 

SfEMON XLI.V. P. i6q» 

DIFFERENCE 
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DIFFERENCE 11^ MENl 

T>OVERT Y, exile, ibfs of fame or friends, the deaA 
-*- of children, the dcareft of all pledges of a manV 
happinefs, make not equal imprefnons upon eveiy 

temper. You will fee one man undergo, witb 

fcarce the expence of a figh, — ^wfiat another, in the 
bitternefs of his foul,, would go mourning for all his* 
life long: — nay^ a hafly word, or an unkind look, to 
a foft and tender nature, will ftrike deeper than Sk 
fword to the hardened and fenfelefs* — If thofe re- 
ftedlions . hold true, with regard to misfortunes, — thejr 
are the fame with regard to enjoyments: — we are^ 
formed differently, — and have difierent taftes and per-r 
ceptions of things; — ^b)C the force of habit,. educ»< 
/ tion, or a particular caft of mind,-i-it happei^ .t)la|r ' 
neither the ufe or poffeffion of the fame enjoymcntf* . 
and advantags, produce the fame happinefs and con* 
tcntment; — ^but that it differs in every man almofk 
accordirig to his temper and complexion: fo that the 
felf-fame happy accidents in life,. which give raptures 
to the chokrc or fanguine man, (hall be received with 
indifference by the cold and phlegmatic; — and fo 
•ddly perplexed are the accounts of both humait 
iiappinefs and mifery in this world,— ^tliat trifles» 
fight as air, fliall be able to make the hearts of fume 
fing fof joy; — ^at the fame time that othcrs> witb- 

if 



real blcffings and advantages, without the power of 
nfing themy hare their hearts heavy and difcon*- 
tented. 

Alas! if the principles of contentment are not 
within us the height of ftation or worldly gran- 
deur will as foon. add a cubit to a man's ftature as to 
hia happiuefs* 

8ERM. xLiv. p. 258. 



AGAINST HASTY OPINION. 

'T'HERE arc numbers of circumftances which 

-*• attend every adion of a man's life, which cair 

never come to the knowledge of the world, — ^yel 

ought to be knowii> and well weighed, before fentence 

Vrith any juftice can be palTed upon hfrn.. A man 

may have difierent views, and a different fenfc of 
things from what his judges have ; and what he un- 
derftands and feels, and what paHcs- within him, may 

be a fecret treafured up deeply there for ever. A 

man, through bodily infirmity, or fome complexionaL ^ 
defedl, which pexhapsis not in his power to corre^, 
may be fubjed to inadvertences, — ^to ftarts, — ^and un- 
happy turns of temper; he may lie open to fnares 
he is not always aware of; or, through ignorance 
and want of information and proper helps, he may 
labour in the dark;<-^in all which, cafes he may da 

manjf 
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many things which are wrong in themfelvcs, and yetr 
be innocent; — ^at leaft an objed rather to be pitied, than* 

cenfured with* feverity and ill-will. Thefe are diffi*' 

culties which ftand in every one's way in the forming a: 
judgment of the charaders of others. 

8ER.M. XJLIV..P, 255# 



vanity;. 

X TANITY bids all' her fons Be generous and brave^ 
^ and her daughters to be chafte and courteous.— 
But why do we want her inftruAions? A(k the 
comedian, who is taught a part he feels not.— - 

S.EJIMON XVII. p. 4^^,. 



AFFECTED HONESTY. 

LOOK out of your door,. — take notice of that 
man : fee what difquieting, intriguing, and (hift- 
ing^ he is content to go through, merely to be thought 
a man of pkin-dealing : — three grains of honeily 
would fave him all this trouble — alas ! he has theoi 
not.T— . 

SBRMaN xvii. r. 4^«> 
1 6 AFFECTED 
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AFFECTED PIETY. 

BEHOLD a fecondy under a (how of piety, hiding 
the impurities of a debauched life : — he is juft 
enteriog the houfe of God: would he were more 
pure— or lefs pious : — ^but then he could not gain hi» 
fiointr 

8E&M. XVII. p. 46* 



AFFECTED SANCTITY. 

OBSERVE a third gomg on almoft in the fame 
track, with what an inflexible fanftitude of de- 
portment he fuftains himfelf as he advances— every line 
in his face writes abftincnce;— CTcry ftride looks like ar 
check upon his defires : fee, I befeeeh you, how he is 
doak'd up with fermons, prayers, and facraments ; and 
fo bemufRed with the externals of religion, that he has^ 
|iot a hand to fpare for a wordly purpofe ; — ^he has ar- 
mour at lead — ^Why does he put it on ? Is there no 
fcrving God without all this ? Muft the garb of reli- 
gion be extended fo wide to the danger of its rending f 
Yes truly, or it will not hide the fccret — and what h 
that {—That the faint has no religion at all. 

IBID. p. 46* 

:OStEN» 
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OSTENTATIOIK GENEROSITY. 

^— TJ UT here comesGEWERoeiTT J— giving— no* 
■^J to 3 decayed aitift — liu to the am and fa- 

ences themfelves. See ! — he iui/dt nut a chaaber iit 

At 'Wall apart far thr fnphei ; but whok fchools and 
colleges for thofe who ccme aftcT, Lord 1 bow they 
will magnify his name I 'tis in capitals already ; the 
firft— the higheffl, \a the gilded ireat-iollof eveiy hoipi- 

tal and afyluni. 

—One hoDcft tear Ibed in private over the unfortunate 
is worth it alL 

SEKM. XVII. p. 47. 



WIT AND JUDGMENT. 

TTOW comes it to pafs, that your men of leaft lait 

■■■■*■ are reported to be men of mod jsdgmtnt ? 

But mark, — ^I iay, riportd to he — for it is no more, my 
4ear Sirs, than a report, aitd which, like nventy others 
taken up every day upon tnift, I maintain to be a vile 
tnd a malicioDs report into the bargain. 

. I hate fet dilfenattons and above all things in 

Ihc world, 'tis one of the filUeft things in one of them, 
10 darken your hypothefis by plating s number of tall, 
spake words, one before another, inaright line, bctwiit 
fOBjewnand youi icadcr'a conception — when m aU 



KkeHhood, if you had looked about, you might have 
fcen fomething (landing, or hanging up, which would 

have cleared the point at once ** for what hin- 

*' drance, hurt, or harm doth the laudable defire of 
" knowledge bring to any man, even from a fot, a 
** pot, a fool, a ftool, a winter mittain, a truckle for 
** a pulley, the lid of a goldfmith's crucible, an oil bot- 

•* tic, an old flipper, or a cane chair ?** 1 am this 

moment fiiting uj^on one. Will you give me leave 
to illuftrate this affair of wit and judgment by the 

two knobs on the top of the back of it ; they 

are faftencd on, you fee, with two pegs ftuck flightly 
into two gimlet-holes, and will place what I have to fay 
in fo clear a light, as to let you fee through the drift 
and meaning of my whole preface, as plainly as if 
every point and particle of it was made up of fun- 
beams. 

I enter now diredly upon the point* 

Here ftands oy/V — and there Hands judgment^ dole 
befide it, juft like the two knobs I'm fpeaking. of, 
upon the back of this felf-fame chair on. which Lam 
fitting. 

—-You fee, they are the higheft and moft orna- 
mental parts of its frame — as wit and judgment are 
of ours — and like them too, indubitably both made 
and fitted to go together, in order, as we fay in all' 

fuch cafes of duplicated embellifliments to answer 

one another,. 

Now, for the fake of an experiment, and for the' 
cleaier illUHiating this matter — ^let us for a moment 

tak»- 



take ofT one of thefe two curious ornaments (I carer 
not which) from the point or pinnacle of the chair rt 
now ftands on — nay, don't laugh at it, — but did yott 
ever fee, in the whole courfe of your lives, fuch a ri- 
diculous bufmefs as this has made of it ? — ^Why, 'th 
as miferable a fight as a fow with one ear ; and there 
is juft as much fenfe and fy mmetry in the one as in 

the other : do— pray, get off your feats only to 

take a view of it ! — Now, would any man who valued 
his charader a draw, have turned a piece of work 
out of his hand in fuch a condition ? — nay, lay your 
hands upon your hearts, and anfwer this plain quei^ 
tion. Whether this one fingle knob, which now ftands 
liere like a blockhead by itfelf, can ferve any purpofc 
upon earth, but to put one in mind of the want of the 
other ? — and let me farther alk, in cafe the chair was your 
own, if you would not in your confciences think, ra- 
ther than be asitis> that it would bs ten times better 
without any knob at all } 

Now thefe two kno bo or top ornaments of the 
mind of man, which crown the whole entablature 
—being, as I faid^ wit and judgment, which of all 
others, as I have proved it,, are the moft needful—— 
the moft priz'd — the moft calamitous to be without*, 
and confequently the hardeft to come at — for all thefe 
reasons put together, there is not a mortal among u8» 
fib deftitute of a love of good fame or feeding — or fo 
ignorant of what will do him good therein — ^who does 
not wifh and fteadfaftly refolve in his owb mind, to 
be> or to be thought at leaft, mafter of the one oc 
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the other, and indeed of both of them, if the thing 
fberos any way feafible, or likely to be broaght to 
pafs* 

Now your graver gentry having little or no kind of 
chance in aiming at the one — unlefs they lay hold of 

the other, p^y, what do you think would become 

of them? — Why, Sirs, in fpite of all thcii gra*vi/ies, 
they muft e'en have been contented to have gone 

with their infides naked : this was not to be 

borne, but by an effort of philofophy not to be fup- 
pofed in the caie we are upon — fo that no one could 
well have been angry with them, had they been fatis* 
fied wiih what little they could have fnatched up and fe«i^ 
creted under their cloaks and great periwigs, had they 
not raifed a But and ciy at the fame time againfl the law* 
ful owners. 

I need not tell your worfhips, that this was done 
with fo much cunning and artifice — that the great 
LoiJ^e, who was feldom outwitted l^ falfe founds— 
was neverthelefs bubbled here. The cry, it ieems, 
was fo deep and folemn a one, and what with the 
help of great wigs, grave faces, and other implements 
ef deceit, was rendered fp general a one againft the 
foormjits in this natter, that the philofopher himfelf 
was deceived by it — it was his glory to free' the TVorld 
from the lumber of a thoufand vulgar errors; hat 
this was not of the number ; fo that inflead of fitting 
down coolly, as fuch a philofopher ihould have done^ 
to have examined the matter of faft before he ^» * 
kfophifed upi>n it — on Ae contfai/i he took, the faft 

fin 
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for granted, and fo joined in with the c^', and halloo* J 
it as boifteroufly as the reft* 

This has been the Magna Ckarta of ftupidity ever 

fincc but your rc\'ercnces plainly fee, it has been 

obtained in fuch a manner, tliat the title to it is not 
worth a groat : — ^which, by the bye, is one of the man/ 
and vile impofitions which gravity and grave folks have 
10 anfwer for hereafter. 

As for great wigs, upon which I may be thought 
to have fpoken my mind too freely — I beg leav^ to 
qualify whatever has been unguardedly faid to their 
difpraife or piejudice, by one general declaration——* 
That I have no abhorrence whatever, nor do I deteft 
and abjore either great wigs or long beards, any far- 
therthan when I fee they are befpoke and let grovir 
on purpoie to carry on this felf-fame impollure — for 
any purpofe-—— peace be with them!— Hf^ mark 
only*— " 

I write noffi>r them- 

T. SHANDY^ VOt. XI. bUAP. I}* 



OPINION. 

T X rE are perpetually in fuch engagements and 
^ ^ fituations^ that *tis our duties to fp.ak what 
eur opinions are — ^bujt God forbid that tkis (hould 
ever be done but from its bcft motive — the fenfe of 
what is due to virtue, governed by diicret'.on and 
the utmoft fidiow-feeling: were we to gp oa oth^ 
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wife. Beginning witli the great broad cloak of hypbcrify, 
and fo down through all its liule trimmings and facings^ 
tearing away without mercy all that looked fcemly,— ' 
we fliould leave but a tatter 'd world of it. 

s-ERM, XVII. P. 50* 



D E F A M A T I ON. 

T^OES humanity clothe and educate the unknown 

•*^ orphan ? Poverty, thou haft no genealogies : 

—Sec! is he not the father of the child? Thus do 
we rob heros of the beft part of their glory — their vir- 
tue# Take away the motive of the aft, you" take away 
all that is worth having in it ; — wreft it to ungenerous 
ends, you load the virtuous man who did it with in- 
famy :— undo it all— I befeech you, give him back' hit 
honour, — reftore the jewel you have taken from him-^ 
replace him in the eye of the world- 
It is too late* 



RELIGION. 

T^HERE are no principles but thofe of religion to 
•*• be depended on in cafes of real diftrefs ; and thefe 
are able to encounter the worft emergencies, and to bear 
us up, under all the changes and chances to which our 
li&is fubjeft. 

8E&M. XV.. F. I2«.' 

ELOQUENCE^ 
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E L O Q^U E N C E. 

/^ REAT is the power of eloquence ; but nc\'er & 
^^ it fo gtejit- as when it pleads along with nature^ 
and the culprit is a child ftrayed from his duty, and re* 
turned to it again witli tearsi 

• SAM. XX. P. XOt» 



GENEROSITY. 

/^ ENEROSITY forrows as much for the overmatch* 
^^ cd, as Pity herfelf does. 

IBXD» 



CORPORAL TRIM'S DEHNITION OF RADI- 
CAL HEAT AND MOISTURE. 

T INFER, an' pleafe your worfhip, replied Trimf 
that the radical moifture is nothing in the world 
but ditch-water — and that the radical heat, of thofe 
who can go to the expence of it, is burnt brandy—^ 
the radical heat and moifture of a private man, an* 
pleafe your honours, is nothing but ditch-water — and 

a dram of geneva and give us but enough of jt> 

with a pipe of tobacco, to giv;e us fpirits, and drive 
away the vapours — we know not what it is to fear 
deaib*. 
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I am at a lofs^ Captain Shandy, quoth Do^or Slop, 
to determine in which branch of learning your fer- 
rant fhines mod, whether in phyfiology, or divinity, 
^Slop had not forgot Trims comment upon the fer^ 
men. 

It is but an hour ago, replied Torkk, iince the Cor* 
poral was examined in the latter, and pals'd roufter 
with great honour. 

The radical heat and moifturc, quoth Dodlor SUpt 
turning to my father, you muil kn6w» i& the bafis smd 
foundation of our being — as the root of a tree is the 
fource and principle of its vegetation^ it is inherent 
in the feeds of all animals, and may be preierved. 
fundry ways, but principally in my opinioa by am* 

fubfiantialsf imprimenis, and occludents* Now 

this poor fellow, continued Dodor Slop, pointing to 
the Corporal, has had the misfortune to hstve hetsd 
fome fuperficial empiric difcourfe upon this aice 

point. That he has, — ^faid my father.^ 'Very 

likely, faid my uncle.— —I'm fure of it, quoth 

T» SHA.NDY, YOU III.. CHA.Pt 40* 



S O C I E T y. 

NOTWITHSTANDING aU we meet with Id 
books, in many of which,^ na doubt„ there are 
a good many handfome things faid upon the fweets of 
letiremcnt* &c. — ^yet ftill *' it is not good for man to he 

aim:!' 
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gdone :** nor can all which the cold-hearted pedant ftuns 
our ears with upon the fubjedl, ever gtve one anfwer of 
fatisfadtion to the mind ; in the midft of the loudeft 
vauntings of philofophy, Nature will have her yearningg 
for fociety and friendlhip ; — a good heart wants fbme 
^e6l to be kind to — ^and the beft parts of our blood, 
and the pared of our fpirits, fuffer mod under the 
^leftitution. 

Let the torpid Moiik feek heaven comfortlefs and 

^one ^Ged fpeed himl For my own part, I fear, 

I (hould never fo find the way : let me be wife and 
lelig^ous — but let me be roan : wherever thy Provi- 
dence places me, or whatever be the road I take to 
get to thee — give me fora^ companion in my journey, 
be it only to remark to, how our Ihadows lengthen as 
the fun goes down ; — to whom I may fay. How frelh is 
"Ant face of Nature ! How fweet the flowers of the field ! 
How delicious are thefe fruits ! 

SERMON XVIII. p. 6o» 
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DISSA.TIS FACTION. 

YPITY the men whofe natural pleafures are bur- 
^ dens^ and who fly from joy (as thefe fplenetic and 
morote fouk do) as if it was really an evil in i'felf. 

«£RMON XXII. p. 145. 

SORROW 
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SORROW AND HEAVINESS OF HEART. 

IF there is an evil in this world, 'tis forrow and 
heavinefs of heart — The lofs of goods^-r-of health, 
of-coronets and mitres, are only evils as they occafion 
forrow ; — take that out — the reft is fancy, and dweOedi 
only in the head of man. 

Poor unfortunate creature that he is ! as if the caufes 
of anguilh in the heart were not enow — but he muft 
fin up.the meafure with thofe of caprice; and not only 
walk in a vain (hadow, — ^ut difquiet himfelf in vaia 
too. 

We are a reftlefs fet of beings ; and as we are likely 
to continue fo to the end of the world, — the beft we can 
do in it, is to make the fame ufe of this part of our cha- 
rafter, which wife men do of other bad propenfities— 
when diey find they cannot conquer them, — they en- 
deavour, at leaft, to divert them into good channels. 
If therefore we muft be a folicitous race of felf-tor- 
jnentcrs, — let us drop the common objefts which make 
us fo, and for God's fake be folicitous only to live 

sxRWON XXIX. p. 145. 
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HOOTED OPINION NOT EASILY 
JERADICATED. 

T TOW difficult you will find it to convince a ml* 
^ ^ ferly hearty that any thin^ is good which is not 
prpfitable! or a libertine one» that any thing is bad, 
Whicli is pleafantl 

8EKMON XXIII. P, l65r 



DEATH. 

nPHERE are many Inllances of men, who have 

received the news of death with the greateft ea(e of 

mind, and even entertained the thoughts of it with 

imiles upon their countenances; and this, either 

from ftrength of fpirits and the natural cheerfulriefs 
of their temper, — or that they knew the world, and 
cared not for it— or expefted a better — yet thoufands 
of good men, with all the helps of philofophy, and 
againft all the affurances of a well-fpent life, that the 
change muft be to their account, — upon the approach 
of death have ftill lean'd towards this world, and 
wanted fpirits and rcfolution to bear the Ihock of a fepa- 
jsuion from it for ever, 

SERMON XVIII. r.. 37* 

SORROW. 
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SORROW. 

t 

O WEET is the look of forrow for an offence, in i 
*^ heart determined never to commit it more !— • 
fipou that altar only could I offer up my wrongs. 

SERM. XVIII. p« 64« 



SIMPLICITY. 

SIMPLICITY is the great friend to nature ; and if 
*^ I would be proud of any thing in this filly world, 
it ihould be of this honeff alliance. 

SERMON XXIV. P. 187. 



COVETOUSNESS. 

*TPO know truly 'what it is, we muft know what 
roaflers it ferves ; — ^thcy are many, and of various 
caffs and humours, — and each one lends it fomething of 
Its owncomplexional tint and charadler. 

This, I fuppofe, may be the caufe that there is a great- 
er and more whimfical myfteiy in the love of money, 
thai^ in the .darkeff and moff nonfenfical problem that 

ever was pored on* 

Evea 
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Even at the beft> and when the paifion feems to 
feek fomething more than its own amufement, — there 
Js litde^— very little, I fear, to b^ faid for its humanity. 
'—It may be a fportto the mifer,-^ut confider,— it 
muft be death and deftruftion to others. — ^The mo* 
ment this fordid humooor begins to govern— farewell 
all honeft and natural afFedtion ! farewell, all he 'owes 
CQ parents, to children, to friends! — ^how faft the 
obligations vanifh! fee — ^he is now fb-ipped of all 
feelings whatever; the fhriU cry of juftice-^-^md the 
low lamentation of humble diflrefs, are notes equally 
beyond his compafs.—— -Eternal God! fee!— 4ie 
paiTes by one whom thou haft jufl: bruifed, without 
one peniive refledion :*— he enters the <:abin of the 
widow whdfe hufband and child thou haft taken to 
thyfelf, — exads his bond, without a figh ! — ^Heaven ! 
if I am to be tempted, — ^Ict it be by glory, — by ambi« 
don,— by fome generous and manly vice :— if I mull 
falU let it be by fome paflion which thou haft planted 
in my nature, which ftiall not harden my heart, buc 
leave me room at laft to retreat and come back to 
theei 

SERMON XIX. p.8i» 
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HUMILITY. 

T YE that is little in his own eyes, is Uttlc too in his 
-*• -*• deiires> and confequently moderate in his pur- 
fuit of them : like another man> he may fail in his 
attempts^ and lofe the point he aimed at; — but- that is 
adl>— he lofes not himfelf> — he lofes not his happi- 
nefs and peace of mind with it : — even the conten- 
tions of the humble man are mild and placid.— 
BlefTed characters ! when fuch a one is thrufl back, 
vAio does not pity him ? when he falls, who would 
not flretch out a hand to raife him up ? 

$£RM.XXV. F. I93* 



PATIENCE AND CONTENTMENT. 

T>ATIENCE and Contentment,— -which, like Ac 
^ treafure hid in the field, for which a man fold all 
he had to purchafe*— is of that price that it cannot be 
had at too great a purchafe, iince without it the befl 
condition in life cannot make us happy,—- and with 
it, it is impoflibic we fliould be miferable even in the 
worfl. 

SERMON XV. P. l6. 
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HUMILITY CONTRASTED WITH PRIDE. 

"T X THEN we rcfledl upon the charafter of Humility, 
^ ^ —we arc apt to think it ftands the moft naked 
atid defencelefs of all virtues whatever y**-the leaft 
able to fupport its claims againfl the infolent antago* 
mft who feems ready to bear him down> and all op« 
pofition which fuch a temper can make. 

Kow> if we coniider him as {landing alone>*^no 
doubt> in fuch a cafe> he will be overpowered and 
trampled upon by his oppofer ;— but if we coniider 
the meek and lowly man, as he is — fenced and guarded 
by -the love, the friend&iip and wiihes of all man- 
kind,-— that the other ftands alone, hated* difcounte- 
nanced, without one true friend or hearty well* 
wiiher on his fide : — when this is balanced, we fliall 
have reafon to change our opinion, and be convinced 
that the humble man, ftrengthened with Juch an al- 
liance, is far from being fo overmatched as at firfl 
fight he may appear ;— nay, I believe one might ven- 
ture to go further, and engage for it, that in all fuch 
cafes where real fortitude and true perfonal courage 
were wanted, he is much more likely to give proof of 
it, and I would fooner look for it in fuch a temper 
than in that of his adverfary. Pride may make a man 
violent^ — ^but Humility will make him fir;n : — ^and 
which of the two, do you think, likely to come off 
Math honour ?— -he who a6ts from the changeable im- 

K 2 pulfe 
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pulfe of heated blood, and follows the uncertain mo- 
tions of his pride and fury ;— or the man who ftands 
cool and colledled in himfelf ; — ^who governs his re- 
fentments, inftead of being governed by them, and 
on every occafion a^ upon the fleady motives of- 
principle and duty ? 

SERM. XXV. p. 193. 

WITH regard to the provocations and offences, 
wluch are unavoidably happening to a man in his 
commerce with the world , . take it as a rule, as a 
jnan*s pride is, — fo is always his difpleafure ; as the 
opinion of himfelf rifes,— ^fo does the injury, — fo 
does his refentment: 'tis this which gives edge and 
force to the infbument which has druck him, — and 
excites that heat in the wound which renders it incu- 
rable. 

See how, different the cafe is with the humble man : 

one half of thefe pamful conflidls he a£tually efcapes; 

the other part fall lightly on him : — he provokes no 

man by contempt; thrufls himfelf forward as tjie 

mark of no man's envy ; fo that he cuts off the firft 

fretful occafions of the greateii pa]:t of thefe evils ; 

and for thofe in which the paflions of others would 

involve him, like the humble fhrub in the valley, 

gently gives way, and fcarce feels the injury of thofe 

fiormy encounters which rend the proud cedar, and 

tear it up by its roots* 

ssRMON XXV. p. 190* 

» 
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PRIDE. 

nPHE proud man»— -fee !-7^he is fore aH over: 
-^ touch hiin — you put him to pam ; and though 
of all others, he a6ls as if every mortal was void of 
fenfe and feeling, yet is pofTefTed with fo nice and ex- 
quiiite a^ one himfelf, that the flights, the little neg- 
le«Sb and inftanccs of difefteem, which would be 
fcarce felt by another man, are perpetually wounding 
him, and oft times piercing him to the very heart. 

SERMON XXIV. P. 174. 

Pride is a vice which grows up in ibciety fo infen- 
fibly, — deals in unobferved upon the heart upon Co 
many occafions ;— -forms itfelf upon fuch flrange prei- 
tenfions, and when it has done, veils itfelf under 
fbch a variety of unfufpedted appearancesj— (binetimes 
even under that of Humility itfelf; — ^in all which 
cafes. Self-love, like a falfe friend, iiidead of check- 
ing, moft treacheroufly feeds this humonry-^^ints 
out fome excelt^% in every foul to make him v^y 
and think more highly of himfelf than he ought to 
think ; — that upon the whole, there is no one weak* 
TicCs into which the heart of man is more eafily be- 
trayed—or which requires greater helps of good fenfe 
and good principles to guard againft. 

SERMON XXIV. p. I77» 
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O God! nvhat is man! -^e^ven a tlfing of nought"^^ 
poor, infirm, miferabLe, Ihort-lived creature, that 
palTes away like a fhadow, and is haflening ofF the 
jftage, where the theatrical titles and diftindtions, and 
the whole malk of pride which he has worn for a day 
will fall off, and leave him naked as a hegledled ilave. 
Send forth your imagination, I befeech you, to view 
the laft fcene of the greateft and proudeft who ever 
awed and governed the world — See the empty va- 
pour difappearing ! one of the arrows of mortality 
this moment fticks faft within him: fee— ^it forces out 
his life^ and freezes his blood and fpirits. 

Approach his bed of ftate — ^lift up the curtain—' 

fcgard a moment with filence 

Are thefe cold hands and pale lips, all that are left 
ef him who was canoniz'd by his own pride, or made 
a god of by Ms flatterers .^ 

O my foul ! with what dreams had thou been ben 
witched ? how haft thou been deluded by the objeQi . 
tkoo haft ib eagerly grafped at ? 

If this refledion fi^om the natural imperfedtions of 
Bian^ which he cannot remedy, does nevertheleft 
ftrike a damp upon human pride, much more muft 
the conflderations do fo, which arife fr^m the wilfid 
depravations of his nat^ire. 

Survey yourfelves a few moments in this llght-^ 
behold a difobedient, ungrateful, tmtraftable, and dif- 
orderly fet of creatures, going wrong feven times a 
<lay,-r-aAing Tometimes every hour of it againfl your 
own convidions— your own interefts, and the inten-^ 

tiofis. 
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dans of your God, who wills and purpofes nothing; 
but your happinefs and profperity—— What reafon 
does this view fiimifh you for pride? how many 
does it fuggeft to mortify and make you aihamed?-*^ 
Well might the fon of Syracb fay, in that fafcaHical 
remark of his upon it. That pride ixjas not made for man 
——for fome purpofe, and for feme particular beingsr, 
the paffion might have been fhapcd — ^but not for him 
—fancy it where you will, 'tis no where fo improper 
— *tis in no creature fo unbecoming 

But why (o cold an affent to fo incontefted a truth ? 
■ Perhaps thou haft reafons to be proud; — for 
Jieaven's fake let us hear them — ^Thou haft the advan« 
tages of birth and title to boaft of— *or thou ftandeft 
in tlie funftiine of court favour— or diou haft a large 
fortune— or .great talents— or much learning— or na- 
ture has beftowed her graces upon thy perfon — fpeak 
m^moa which of thefe foundations haft thou raifed this 
£u)ciful ftrudure? Let us examine them. 

Thou art well bom : — then truft me, 'twill pollute 
no one drop of thy blood to be humble: humility 
calls, no man down from his rank,— divefts not princes 
of' their tides; it is like what the clear oh/cure is in 
paintuig ; it makes the hero ftep forth in the canvasr 
and detaches his figure from the group in which h« 
would otherwife ftand confounded for ever. 

If thou art rich — then fliew the greatnefs of thy 
fortune — or what is better, the greatnefs of thy fou!, 
an the meeknefs of thy converfation ; condcfcend to 
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men of low eflate— fupport tl^e diilreffed, and pa> 
tronize the negledled.— — Be great; but let it be in 
confidering riches as they are> as talents cammitttd to 
an earthen 'vejfel — That thou art but the rtcei'ver, — and 
that to be obliged and to be vain too, — ^is but the old 
folecifm of pride and beggary, which, though they of- 
ten meet, — yet ever make but an abfurd fociety... 

If thou art powerful in interefl, and flandeft deified 
by a fervile tribe of dependants, — why fliouldft thoa 
be proud, — ^becaufe they are hungry ? — Scourge me 
fuch fycophants ; they have turned the heads of thou-» 
fands as well as thine — 

But 'tis thy own dexterity and ftrength which have 
gained thee this eminence: — ^allow it; but art thoa 
proud, that thou flandeft in a place where thou art 
the mark of one man's envy, another man's mali^» 
pr a third man's revenge,-— where good men may be 
ready to fufpe£l thee, and whence bad men will b< 
ready to pull thee down ? I would be proud of no«L 
thing that is uncertain: Haman was ibji beqaufe he 
was admitted alone to queen EJlher*% banquet j and 
the diftinftion raifed him, — but it was fifty cubit* 
higher than he. ever dream'd or thought of. 

Let us pafs on to the pretences of learning, &c. &c. 
If thou hall a little, thou wilt be proud of it in qourfe:. 
if thou haft much, and good fenfe albng vdth it* 
there will be no reafon to difpute againft the paffion: 
a beggarly parade of remnants is but a forry objeft of 
pride at the beftj-^^-but more fo, when we can cry 

QUI 
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ttK Bpon lU a.s the poor man did of hi^ &atc&etj 
jflas f mafiery fir it ivas borrowed*. 

It is treafon to fay the fame of Beauty,— whatever 
we do of the arts and ornaments with which Pride is 
wont to fet it oF; the weakeft minds are moil caught 
with both ; being ever glad to win attention and cre^ 
iHt from fmall and flender accidents, through difabilit/ 
ofpurchaling them by better means. 

SERM. XXIV. F. »82V 

* II. Kings, vi. 5. 
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Mr. SHANDY'S BED OF JUSTICE. 

THHE aincient Goths of Germany^ who (the learned 
dwverius is poiitive) were firft feated in thtf 
country between the Viftula and the Oder^ and wha 
afterwards incorporated the Hercule, the Bugianst and 
fome other VandalUc clans to 'em,— had all of them: 
St wife cuftom of debating every thing of importance* 
to their ftate, twice; that is,— once drunk and once 
fbber :—— -Drunk— that their councils might not 
want vigoiw': — and fober— that^ they might not 
want difcretion. 

Now my father being entirely a wafer-drinker>— — r 
was a long time gravelled almofl to death, in turning 
tluf as much to his advantage, as he did every other 
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thing* which the andeots did or faid ; and it wft» not 
till the feventh year of his marriage > after a thoufand 
fruitlefs expeHments^ and devices, that he hit upon an 
expedient which anfwered the purpofe ;. and that was, 
when any difficult and monoentous point was to be fet- 
ded in the family, which required great fobriety, and. 
great fpirit too, in its determination, he fixed and 
fet apart the firft Sunday night in the month, and the 
Saturday night which immediately preceded it, to ar- 
gue it over, in bed', with my mother : by which con-^ 

trivance,. if you confider. Sir, with yourfelf, •* * 

• •••••••*- 

• • •• • • • *.» 

Thefe, my father, humoroufly enough, called his 
heds of jufike ; — for from the two * different couhfels 
taken in thefe two different humours,, a middle one was^ 
generally found out, which touched the point of wii^ 
dom as well, as if he had got drunk and fober a hun- 
dred times. 

It muft not be made a fecret of to the world, that thii 
anfwers full as well in literary difculTions, as either in 
military or conjugal ; but it is not every author that 
can try the experiment as the Goths and Fandals did. 
it — or, if he can, may it be always for his body's 
health ; and to do it, as my father did it,— am I fore 
it would be always for his foul's. 

My way is this :— 
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In ail mce arid dcklifli difcuffions, — (of which, Hea- 
vei> knows, there are but too many in my book),—* 
where I find I cannot take a ftep without the dangep 
ef having either their worfhips or thfeir reverences upon 
my back — ^I write one half /«//,— and t'other fa/Ing ? 
.. ■ or write it all full,— and corredl it fading ; 
or write it fafting,— and correft it full, for they all' 
come to the fame thing So that with a lefs varia- 

tion from my father's plan, than my father's from the 
Gothic — I feel myfelf upon a par with him in hisi 
firll bed of juftice, — and no way inferior to him in' 
his fecond.— -Thefe different and almoft irreconcile-- 
able eiFeds, flow uniformly from the wife and wonder- 
ful mechanifm of nature,— of which, — be hers the* 
honour. — All that we can do, is to turn and work the: 
machine to the improvement and better manufaflor/ 
of the arts and fciences.- 

Now, when I write full, — I write as if I was never 
to write fafting again as long as I livfe j— that is, I writ- 
free from the cares as well as- the terrors 4of the world. 
—I count not the number of my fears, — ^nor does my 
fancy go forth into dark entries and bve comers to an- 
tedate my ftabs. ■ I n a word, my pen takes its* 
courfe ; and I write on as much from the fullHei^of 
my heart, as my ftomach ■■ '^ 

But when, an* pleafe y^ur honours, I indite fafting* " 
'tis a different hiftory. — I pay the world all pofllble 
attention and refped,— — and have as great a fhare 
(whilft it lafts) of that nrderft rapping virtue of dif- 
cretion, as the bell of you. — So that betwixt both, I 
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write a carelefs Idnd of a civil, nonfeniical, good-hu* 
Hioured, Sbandean book^ whick will do all your hearts 
goo d ' 
And'all your heads tooy«-provided 70U under^ 



fiand it. 

We fhould begin, faid my father, turning himfelf 
half round in bed, and ihifting his pillow a little to>' 
wards my mother's, as he opened to debate Wg^ 

ihould begin to think, Mrs. Shantfy, of putting this 
boy into breeches.—^— , 

Wc ihould fo, — faid my mother.— —We defer itr 
my dear, quoth my father, fhamefully. ■ . 

I think we do, Mr. Shandy, {aid my mother. 

—Not but the child looks extremely well, faid 
my father, in his vefts and tunicks.. 

—He does look very well m them,— replied my 
mother.' i 

And for that reafon it would be almoft a fin, 
added my father, to take him out of 'em.— 

—It would fo,— faid my mother. — But indeed he 
is growing a very tall lad, — ^rejoin'd my father. 

. H e is very tall for his age, indeed, — faid my 
mother. 

——I can not (making two fyllables of it) ima^ 
giiie, quoth my father, who the deuce he takes after.— 

I cannot conceive, for my life, — faid my mother,— 

Humph !•— f;ud my father. 

(The dialogue ceafed for a moment.) 
^ iip—I am very Ihort myfelf,— contbucd^ny father, 

gr^vely^ • 

Yoo 
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Von arc very (hort, Mr. Sbandy^r^iA my mother. 

Humph ! cpoth my father to himfelfy a fecond time z. 
m muttering which, he plucked his piltDw a little 
further fcom my mother's,— >and turning about agamy 
there was an end of the debate for three minutes and 9 
half: 

—When he gets thefe breeches made, cried my 
father, in a higher tone^ hell look like a beafl in 'em. 

He will be very aukward in them at £rfl, replied mf 
stother. 

And 'twill be lucky, if tKat's the worft on^t, 

added my father. 

» It will be very lucky, anfwered my mother. 

I fuppofe, replied my father, — making fome paufir 
,firft, — ^he'U be exa£tty like other people?s children. 

Exa^lly, (aid my mother.— 

■■' , Though I (hould be forry for that, added my 
father ; ard fo the debate flopped again. 

They fhould be of leather, faid my father, 
turning him about again. ^ 

They will laft him, faid my mother, the longef^. 

But he can have no linings to 'ein, replied niy fa-» 
tber. 

He cannot, faid my mother, 

*Twcrc better to have them of fuffian, quoth my 
father." 

Nothing can be better, quoth my mother. 



•Except dimity y replied my father :— .'Tis beftof 
aU,— replied my mother, 

—One 



•One miift-not give him his death, howerer,*^ 
interrupted my father. 

• By no means, faid my mother ; a nd fo the 

dialogue ftoud ftill again. 

I am reiblved, however, quoth my father, break- 
ing iilence the fourth time, he fhall have no pockets im 
ihem. 

There is no occafion for any, faid my mo*. 



ther- 



I mean in his coat and waiflcoat, — cried my father*. 

—I mean fo too,— replied my mother. 

—Though if he gets a gig or top Poop 

fouls ! it is a crown and a fcepter to them,-— they 
ihoold have where to fecure it,— — 

Order it as you pleafe, Mr. Shofidy, replied my 

mother. 

B ut don't you think it right? added my 



father, prefling the point home to her. 

Perfeftly, faid my mother, if it pieafes you, Mr, 
Shandy. 

— ! There's for you! cried my father, Io£ing 



temper Pleafcs me! You never will dif- 

tinguilh, Mrs. Shandy, nor fhall I ever- teach you tO' 
do it, betwixt a point of pleafure and a point of con- 
vemence. ■ This was on the Sunday nighty— 
andiurther this chapter fayeth not. 

T. SHANDY^ VOL. HI. CBAP.6o« 
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BEAUTY. 

BEAUTY has fo many charms^ one knows notv 
how to fpeak againil it ; and when it happens 
that a graceful figure is the habitation of a virtuous 
£ovl, when the beauty of the i^ce fpeaks out the mo- 
defty and humility of the mind, and the juifaiefs of the 
propordon raifes our thoughts up to the heart andwif- 
dom of the great Creator> fomething may be alloi^^ 
cd it>— and fomething to the embelliihments which fet 
it off ;— and yet, when the whole apology is read, — it 
will be found at laft, that Beauty, like Truth, never is> 
fi> glorious as when it goes the plainefl. 

SERM. XXIV. P. 1^7, 



WISDOM. 
V 

T ESSONS of Wifdom have never fuch power over 
-''^ us, as when they are wrought into the heart 
through the ground-work of a fkory which engages 
^c paflio^s : Is it that we are tike iron* and moft firft 

be heated before we can be wiO0^ qP9nrfiEr.«> Alt 
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heart Co in love with deceit, that where a true report 
will not reach it> we muft cheat it with a fable, in of* 
der to come at the trutt^? 

SERM. XX» P. 93» 
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H.U N G E R- 

OF all the terrors of nature, that of one day or 
other dying by hunger, is the greateft; and it 
is wifely wove into our frartie to awaken man to in- 
duftryy and call forth his talents; and though we 
feem to go on carelefsly, fporting with it as we do. 
with other terrors, — ^yet, he that {ccs this enemy fairly> 
and in his moft frightful (hape, will need no long re- 
mon^ance to make him turn out of the way to avoid 
him*. 

SERM-. XX. P. 98- 



DISTRESS. 



NOTHING fo powerfully calls home the imni 
as diftrefs : the tenfe fibre then relaxed , ' t he' 
foul retires to itfcli>-^ts penfive and fufceptibte of 

right 



right impreflions ! If we have a friend, 'tis then we 
think of him ; if a benefador, at that moment all his 
kindneiTes prefs upon our mind. 

SERM. XX. p. 97» 



Mr. SHANDY^s LETTER TO HIS RROTHER 

ON LOVE. 

My dear brother Toiy, 

T X 7HAT I am going to fay to thee, is upon the 
^ ^ nature of women, and of love-making to 
them ; and perhaps it is as well for thee— though not 
fo well for me — that thou haft occafion for a letter of 
inftrudtions upon ^at head, and thati am able to write 
it to thee. 

Had it been the good pleafore of him who difpofes 
of our lots— and thou no fufFercr by the knowledge, I 
had been well content that thou (hould'ft have 
dippM the pen this moment into the ink, inftead of 

myfelf ; but that not being the cafe . Mrs,. 

Shandy being now clofe befide me> preparing for bed 
—I have thrown together without order, and juft as 
they have come into my mind, fuch hints and docu- 
ments as I deem may be of ufe to thee ; intending in 
this to give thee a token of my love ; not doubting. 
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my dear Tohyt of the manner in which it will be ac* 
cept«d. 

In the firft place, with regard to all which concerns 
religion in the alFai r . though I perceive, from a 
glow in my check, that 1 blufh as I begin to fpeak ta 
thee upon the fubjedl, as well knowing, notwith* 
ftanding thy unafFefled fecrcc%, how few of its offices 
ihou ncgledeft — yet I would remind thee of one (dur- 
ing the continuance of thy courtfhip) in a particular 
manner, which I would not have omitted ; and that 
is, never to go forth upon the enterprize, whether it 
be in the morning or the afternoon, without firft re* 
commending thyfelf to the protection of Almight)(God» 
that he may defend thee from the evil one. 

Share the whole top of thy crown clean OBce it 
leaft every four or five days, but oftener if conve* 
nient ; left b taking off thy wig before her, through 
abfence of mind, fhe (hould be ableto difcoverhovr 
much Has been cut away by Time— how much by 
Trim. 

— ^Twere better to keep idea« of baldnefs oat of 
her fancy. 

Always carry it in thy mind, and aft' upon it« as % 
fure maxim, Tohy^^ 

*' That lAjomen are timid ;** And *tis well they arc-i— , 
elfe there would be no dealing with them. 

Let not thy breeches be too tight, or hang too looifr 
about thy thiighs, like the trunk hofe of our- ahceftoi^ 

— Ajuft medium prevents all conclufiona. 

"Wliatever 
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Whatever thou haft to fay, be k more or lefs, forget 
not to utter it in a low, foft tone of.voicc. Silence, 
and whatever approaches it, weaves dreams of mid» 
night fecrecy into the brain. For this caufe, if thou 
can'd help it, never throw down the tongs and 
poker. 

Avoid all kinds of pleai^try and ^cetioufnefs iu 
- thy difcourfe with her, and do whatever lies in thy 
power at the fame time, to keep from her all books 
and writings which tend thereto : there are ibme de- 
votional tradls, which if thou canfl entice her to read 
over — ^it will be well : but fufFer her not to look at 
Rahelais, or Scarron, or Don ^ixote^-^ 

—They are all books which excite laughter ; and 
thou knowef!, dear ToByt that there is no paflion fo fe- 
rioQS as \uSl 

Stick a pin in the bofom of thy ihirt, before thoa' 
eatcfeft her parlour. 

And if thou art, permitted to fit upon the fame 
ibpha with her, and (he gives thee occafion to lay thy 
band i»pon hers— beware of takiug it— thou canft not 
lay thy hand on hers, but fhe will feel the temper o£ 
thine. Leave that and as many other things as thou 
can'ft,. quite undetermined ; by (b doing, thou wilt 
have her curiofuy on thy fide ; and if fhe is not 
conquered by that,, and thy Aisb continues, flill kick- 
ing, which there is great reafon lo fuppofe— Thou muft 
beg^h, with firfl lofing a few ounces of blood below 
Ae ears«, according to the practice of the ancient 

Scjtbians%. 
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Scythians, who cured the moft intemperate fits of the ' 1 
appetite by that means. 

A'victnna^ after this, is for having the part arioint- 
ed with the fyrrup of hellebore* ufing proper evacua- 
tions and purge s and, I believe, rightly. But thoo 
mud eat little or no goat's flefh, nor red deer*— nor 
even foal's flefh by any means ; and carefully abfbdit 
that is> as much as thou can'il, from peacocks, 
cranes, coots, didappers, and water-hens. 

As for thy drink —I need not tell thee, it mnit be 
the tnfaiion Vb r va i n, and the herb Ha n b a, of wluch 
)Mtian relates fuch elTefts— but if thy ftomacb palU 
with it— difcontinue it from time to time, taking cu- 
cumbers, melons, purflane, water-lilies, woodbine* and 
lettuce, in the (lead of them. 

There is nothing further for thee> which occun to 
flie at prefent. , 

— Unltfs the breaking out of a fre(h wa r * " S a 
wilhing every thing, dear T^y, for the bed, 
. I reft thy afledionate brother> 

Walter SuAifDr* 



IMPOSTURE. 

WHAT a problematic fet of creatures does fimit* 
lation make us ! who would (tivine tha: 
that anxiety and concern, fo viiible in the airs of one 

half 



I 
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lialf of tkat great aiTembly, ihould arife from nothing 
clfe, but that the other half of it may thmk them to 
be men of confequence, penetradon* parts> and con- 
dad ?-<-What a noife amongft the d^mants about it ! 
Behold Humility f oat of mere pride ;— and Homjfy, 
almoft out of knavery i^-^haftity never once in harm's 
way : and Courage, like a Sfamifi foldier upon an 
Italian ilage-^a bladder full of wind. 

Hark ! that, the found^ of that .trumpetj — ^let not 
aiy ioldier run, i t is fome good Chnflian giving 
alms. O, Pitt ! thou gentleft of human paflions I 
foft and tender are thy notes, and ill accord they with 
foloudan infbument. 

Thus fomething jars, and will for ever jar in thefe 
cades. 

Impofture is all diflfonance, let what jmafter foever 
of it undertake the part : let him harmonife and mo- 
dulate it as he may, one tone will contradid another ; 
and whilil we have ears to hear, we ihall diftinguifh 
it: 'tis truth only which is confident, and ever in 
harmony with itfelf : it fits upon our lips, like the na- 
tural notes of fome melodies, ready to drop out, whe- 
jther we will or no ;-^-it racks no invention to let our- 
felves alojie, and needs fe^r no critic, to have the fame 
excellency in the heart, which appears in the adtion. 

6ERM0N XVII. F. 48. 
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CONTENTMENT, 

9 

THERE is fcarce any lot fo low, but there is fonA 
thing in it to fatisfy the man whom it has be* 
fallen; Providence having fo ordered things, that ii 
every man's cup, how bitter foever, there are fomc 
cordial drops— fome good circumflances, which, if 
ynkly extrafted, are fufficicnt for the purpofe he wants 
them— that is, to make him contented, and if not hap- 
py, at leaft reiigned* 

- SERMOW XV. p. 19* 
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EVILS.. 

• 

T TNWILLINGLY does the mind digeft the e?S» 
^^ prepared for it by others ;— for thofe we pre- 
pare ourfelves, — we eat but the fruit which, we have, 
planted and watered:-— a (battered fortune>— a ihat- 
tered frame, fo we have but the iatisfadlion of fliatter- 
ing them ourfelves, pafs naturally enough into the ha- 
bit, and by the eafe with which they are both done, 
they fave the fpedator a world of pity : but for thofo ♦ 
like yaco6*s, brought upon him by the hands from 
which he looked for all his comforts,*— -the avarice of 
a parent, — the unkindnefs of a relation :— the ingra- - 
titude of a child, they are evils which leave a fear; ^ 

be£des, 
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fcefides, as they hang over the heads of all> and there- 
fore may fall upon any l-^-every looker on has an in- 
tereft in the tragedy .s^^-^ut then we are apt to interefl: 
ourfelves no otherwife, than merely as the incidents 
#iemfelves ftrike our paffions, without carrying the 
leffon further ; — in a word — ^we realize nothing :— we 
figh-^we wipe away the tear>— -and there ends the 
Aory pf imrery4 and the moral with it. 

JSERMOK XXII. p« 134. 
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THE DANCE. 

IT was in the road betwixt Ni/mes and Lunelt wheije 
there is*the befi Mufcatto wine in all FrattcCf and 
whi^h by the bye belongs to the honefl canons of 
MoifTFEL-LiER>-*and foul befal the man who has 
drank it at their table> who grudges them a drop of 

it 

The fun was fet— they had done their work;" 

the nymphs had tied up their hair afrefti — and the 

fw^ns were preparing for a caroufal my mule 

iaade a dead point— —*Tis the fife and tabourin, faid 

I— I m frightened to death, quoth he They are 

running at the ring of pleafure, faid I, giving him a 
prick— ~By faint Boogar, and all the faints at the 
backiide of the door of purgatory, faid he— (making 

the 
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the fame refolution with the dbbefTe of AndoudUts) 
I'll not go a ftep further— ——'TIS very well. Sir, 
faid I — I never will argue a point with one of your 
family > as long as I live ; fo leaping off his back, and, 
kicking off one boot into this ditch, and t'other into 
that-— ril take a dance, faid I— -fo ftay you here* 

A fun-burnt daughter of labour rofe up from- die 
group to meet me,Nas I advanced towards them ; her 
hair, which wa»i a: dark chefnut, approaching rather 
to a black, w^« tied up in a knot, all but a iingle 
trefs. 

We want a cavalier, faid ihe, holing out both her 
hands, as if to offer them — And a cavalier ye ihallhave ; 
faid I, taking hold of both of them^ 

Hadfl thou, Nannette, been array 'd like a duchefle ! 

—But that curfed flit in thy petticoat I 

N<innette cared not for it. 

We could not have done without you, faidihe, let- 
ting go one hand, with felf-taught politenefs,. leading 
me up with the other. ' 

A lame youth, whom Jpollo had recompenfed with 
a pipci and to which he had added a tabourin of his 
own accord, ran fwcetly over the prelude, as he fat 
upon the bank-— Tie me up this trefs inftantly, faid 
Nannette, putting a piece of firing iiito my hand — It 
taught me to forget l was a fbranger — The whole knot 
fell down— We had been feven years acqudnted. 

The youth ftruck the note upon the tabourin — ^his 
pipe followed, and off we bounded—** the deuce take 
that flit I" . 

The 
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. The fiftcr of the youth, who had ft'olcn her voice ' 
from heaven, fung alternately with her brother— 
'twas a Qafcolgne rouadelay^ 

VIVA LA JoiA ! 
FlpON LA TRISTESSa! 

The nymphs joined in unifoa, and their fwalns an oc* 
tave below them — 

I would have given a crown to have It few'd up—* 
Naimetie would not have given a sous — Viva lajoiai 
was in her lips — Vrva la joia / was in her eyes. A 
tranfient fpark of amity fliot acrofs the fpace betwixt 
US — She look'd amiable i — ^Why could I not live, and , 
end my days thus? Juft diipofer of our joys and for- 
rows, cried I, why could not a man fit down in the lap 
of content here — and dance, and fing, and fay his pray- 
ers, and go to heaven with this nut-brown maid ? Ca- 
priciouHy did (he bend her head on one fide, and dance 

•ap infidious Then 'tis time to dance off, quoth I! 

..fo changing only partners and tunes^ I danced it away 
from Lunel to Montpfllier — from thence to Pefcnas^ 

Btzien '• — I danced it along through Narbontte^ Car^ 

-caffhttt and Cafik Naudairj, till at laft I danced myfelf 
into PerdrilUz pa^on, 

/ T. ^UAKDY* VOL, IV. C. 24* 
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OPPRESSION. 

QOLOMON faya, Oppreflion will make a wife man 
^ mad. — ^What will it do then to a tender and inge- 
nuous heart, which feels itfelf neglefled, — too full of 
reverttice for the author of its wrongs to complain ?^ 
See, it fits down in filence, robbed by difcouragcments, 
of all its natural powers to pleafe, — ^born to fee othen 
loaded with careffes — in fome uncheery corner it nou- 
rifhes its difcontcnt, and with a weight upon Its fpirits, 
which its little flock of fortitude is not able to with- 

ftand, — it droops and pines away. Sad vidtim of 

caprice! 

8£RM«N^XXn. p. Ijdt 



VIRT.UE AND VICE. 

WHOEVER confiders the ftate anrf condition of 
human nature, and upon this view,iiow mudi 
ftronger the natural motives are to virtue than to vice, 
would expeft to find the world much better than it is, 
or ever has been ; — for who would fuppofe the genera- 
lity of mankind to betray fo much folly, as to aft 
againft the common intereft of their own kind, as every 
man does who yields to the temptation of what is 
wron^ ? 

CERMON XXXIII. p. 6u 

WISDOM. 
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WISDOM. 

THERE is no projeA to which the whole rice of 
numkind is fo uiiiverfally a bubble, as to that 
of being thought wife-: and the affbaation of it is fo 
vifible, in men of all complexions, that you every day 
fee fome one or other fo very folicitous to eftablilh the 
charader, as not to allow himfelf leifure to do the things 
which fairly win it : — expending more art and ftrata- 
gcnof to appear fo in the eyes of the world, than what 
' would fuflSce to make him fo in truth. 

It is owing to the force of this delire, that you fee 
in general there is no injury touches a man fo fenfibly, 
as an infult upon his parts and capacity : tell a man 
of other defe^, that lie wants learning, induftry or ap- 
plication, — he will hear your reproof with patience^ 
N ay, you may go further ; take him in a proper 
feafon, you may tax his morals, you may tell him he 

is irregular in his jconduft, paffionate or revenge* 

ful in bis nature, — ^loofe in his principles ; — deliver it 
with the gentlenefs of a friend, — poffibly he'll not only 
bear with you, — but, if ingenuous, he will thank you 

for your ledure, and promife a reformation : ^but 

iiint, — hint but at a defeft in his intelleduals,— touch 
but that fore place, — from that moment you are looked 
upon as an enemy fent to torment him before his time^ 
and in return may reckon upon his refentment and ill- 
will for ever. ; fo that in general you will find it fafer 

L z to 
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to tell a man he is a knave than a fool,— and ftsmA 
a better chance of being forgiven, for proving hc" 
has been wanting in a point of common honelly* 

than a point of, common fenfe. Strange fouls that 

we art! as if to live well was not the greateft argument 

of wifdom; tnd, as if what fcfled\ed upon our 

morals, did not mod of all refled updn our under- 
fiondbgsl 

£ERM. XXVI. F. 207* 



Co&PORAL TrIM^S 

REFLECTIONS ON DEATH. 

iy ^ Y young mafler in London is dead ! faid OhaikAk 
^^ A green fatin night-gown of my mother's^ which 
had been twice fcowered, was the firft idea which Oia^ 
diah's exclamation brought into Sufannah'^ head. Then^ 
quoth Stt/annabf we mufl all go into mourning.--(%I 
^ill be the death of my poor miflrcfs, cried Sttfamiabm 
'•"'-^My mother's whole wardrobe followed.— What 
a prcceflion i her red damaik, — ^her orange tawny^— 
her white and yellow luftrings, — her brown taflcty,— 
lier bone-laced caps, her bed-gowns, — and comfortable 
nndcr-petticoats.— Not a rag was left behind.—- iV#,— 
J&e will never lock up again^ faid Su/ajutak* 

Wc 
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We had a fat foolifh fcullion — ^jny father, 1 think, 
kept her for her fimplicity ;-— (he had been all autumn 

ftruggKng with a dropfy. He is dead I — faid Oba* 

Jiah, he is certainly dead ! — So an not I, faid the foolivb 
Icullionr 

—Here is fad news. Trim ! cried Sufannah, wipii^ 

ier eyesr as Trim ftepp'd into the kitchen. Maftei 

Bobhj is dead and bHriedr^xhc, funeral was an interpola- 
tion of S/t/aftiiab*$,'-^'we (hall have all to go into mourn* 
ing, faid Sttfiauuib^ 

' I hope not, faid Trim /—-You hope not I cried Sufon* 
WMh eameftlx*-^— The mouming Fa» not in Trim*^ 
huA, whatever it did in 5i^/&jiMr«^*s.— — I ho p e" f aid 
7fM>s explaining hiniielf, I hope in God the newsr is 
mot truer I heard the letter read with my own ears* 
■nfwexed OMiab. Oh 1 he's dead» faid ^ufiamab — ■ 
As fnre, faid the fcnllion, as I am alive. 
• I lament for him from my heart and my fouU faid 
Trim^ fetching » figfa— Poor creature I— poOT boyi-— 
ipoor gentleman ! 

- -^He was alive lad WbitfuHtide^ faid the coachman» 
WhitfuTifide ! alas! eried Trim^ extending his right arm^ 
ftnd falling inflantly into the fame attitude in which he 
lead the fcrmony— what is Whitjuntidet Jonathan (foi 
Aat was the coachman's name), or Shrwetide, or any 
tide, or time paft, to this? Arc we not here now, 
continued the Corporal, (ftriking the end of his ftick 
perpendicularly upon the floor, fo as to give an idea 

ef health and (lability) — and are we not (dropping 

Us hat upon the ground) gone! in a moment !—^« 

I^ 3 'Twa» 
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'Twas infinitely ftriking! Sufanmh burft into a ftood 
of tears, — We are not flocks and ftones. — Jonatbafh 

Ohadiohy the cook-maid, all melted, The foolilh fat 

fcullion herfelf, who was fcouring a fifli-kettle upon her 
knees, was rouzcd with it. — The whole kitchen crowded 
about the Corporal. 

« — To us, Jonathan y who know not what want or 
care is, — who live here in the fervicc of two of the 
heft of mafters — (bating in my own cafe his Majeftjf 
King William the Third, whom I had the honour to 
fenc both in Inland and Flanders J — ^I own it, that 
from Whitjuntide to within three weeks of Chnftmas^ 
-^'tis not long — 'tis like notliing;— but to thofcj 
Jonathans who know what death is, and what havoc 
and dedrudlion he can make, before a* man can wheel 
about,— 'tis like a" whole age. — ^-O Jonathan! 'twould 
make a good-natur'd man's heart bleed, to confidci« 
(continued' the Corporal, ilanding perpendicularly), 
how lew many a brave and upright fellow has been 
laid fince that time! — And truft me, Snjy, added the 
Corporal, turning to Su/annah, whofe eyes were fwim- 
xning in water,— before that time comes round agaio, 
-—many a bright eye will be dim. — Sufannah placed 
it to the right fide of the page — fhe wept — but ihe 
curtTied too, — Are we not, continued 7V///r, looking 
ftill at Svfannah^ — are we not like a flower of die 
field — a tear of pride flole in betwixt every two tears 
of humiliation — elfe no tongue could have defcribed 
Sufannah's affliftion — is not all flefti grafs ? 'Tis clay, 
»— 'tis dirtT-They all looked direftly at the fcuUiop^ 

—the 
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*— the fcullicn had jiifl been fcouring a fifh-kettle—— It 
was not fair, 

—What is the lineft face that ever man looked at !— 
I could hear Trim talk fo for ever, cried Sufannah-^ 
what is it ! (Sujannab laid her hand upon Trim\ fhoul- 
der) — ^but corruption ? Sufnnnah took it off. 

—Now I love you for this — and 'tis this delicious 
mixture within youi which makes you dear creatures 
what you are — And he who hates you for h — all I can 
fay of tffe matter is — that he has either a pumpkin for 
bis head— or a pippin for his heart, and whenever he 
is difleded, it will be found fo. 

For my own part, I' declare it, that out of doors, I 
value not death at all :-*not this • • • added the Corpo« 
ral, fnapping his fingers, — but with an air which no 
one but the Corporal could have given to the fentiment. 
^ I n battle. Lvalue death not this., .and let Ima 
not take me cowardly, like poor Joe Gibbint^ in fcouiv 
ihg his gun.— What is he ? A pull of a trigge r 
a pulh of a bayonet an inch this way or that — ^makes 
■the difference. Look along the ^line — to the right- 
fee! Jack*s down! well, — 'tis worth a regiment of 
horfe to him. — No — 'tis DuL Then Jack*s no worfe, 
Njevcr mind which, — ^we pafs on, — ^in hot porftiit the 
wound itfelf which brings him is not felt, — the beft 
way is to fland up to him, the man who flies, is in 
ten times more danger than the man who marches up 
into his jaws. — IVe look'd him, added the Corporal, 
an hundred times in the face, — and know what he is. 
«i^He*s nothing, Obadiahy at all in the field.— But he's 
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very frightful in a houfe, quoth Ohadiah. 1 never 

mind it myfelf, faid Jonathan ^ upon a coach- box. 

I pity my miftrefs. — She will 'never get the better 

of it, cried Sufannah. Now I pity the Captain the 

luoft of any one in the family^ anfwered Trun ^ M a> 
dam will get eafc of heart in weeping, — and the 'Squire 
in talking about it, — ^but my poor mailer will keep it 
ail in fiknce to himfelf. — I (hall hear him figh in hit 
bed for a whok: month together, as he did for Lieute* 
nant Le Fv^re. An' pkafe your honour,, do not figh 
ib piteoufly, I would fay to him as I laid befide him* 
I cannot help it, 7r/Vw, my matter would fay,— *ti» fa 
melancholy an accident — I cannot get it off my heart.*^ 
Your honour fears not death yourielf.^-^1 hope, ^rimy 
I fear nothings he W9uld fay^ but ^e doing a wron^ 
lhing.r— Well, he would add, whatever betides, I will 
tdce care of Le Fevrei boy.— And with thtr« likA » 
feting draught, .his honour would fall afleep. 

I Hke t&hear TrWs ftones about the Captain^ (aid 

^JaunaL He is a kindly-hearted gentleman, faid 

OMiaJb, as crer lived. Aye, — and as brave a one 

too, faid die Corporal, as ever ilept before a platoon.. 
There never wae a bettejp officer in tha king's army, 
«r a better man in God's world i for he would march 
up to the mouth of a cannon, though he faw the 
lighted match at the very touch-hole,--«ad yet, for 
all that, he has a heart as foft as a child &>t other 
peopIc-^He would not hurt a chicken.-— I would 
iboner^ quoth Jmathan^ dnve fuch a geatleman for 
feven pounds a jrear«»dian Ibmc for elg^LtJ^-Tluuk 

tfae^ 
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tiiiw, ymmhMt (at diy tnretiQr fhilfingt/^-at nrach, 

r 

yonathan^ faid the Coiporaly taking him by the hand,, 
as if thou hadft, pot the money into my own pocket*- 
»— I would ferve him to the day of my death out of 
love. He is » friend and a brother to me« — and could- 
f be fure my poor brother 7«m was dead,— cuntinoed- 
t)ie Corporal, taking out his handkeichief'^^-were I 
worth ten thoofand poundsri would leave every fhil* 
ling of it to the Capuin-— Tr/w could not refrain frota 
tears at this tefiamentary proof he gave of his ai^* 
tion to his qiafler.- The whole kitchen was afieded. 

TSrIfT. SHANDY, VOL. HI. C. 7^ 
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M». SHANDY'S RESIGNATION; 

*OX- TRt 

LOSS OF HIS SON. 

T>«ILOSOPHY hat a fine feying forcvciy thing. 
-^ -—For Deaih it has^ an entire fet. 

'* 'lis an ineritabk chance — th« firft fbitute of Ma^ 
•' ma Cbarta-'-^^t is an cverlafting aft of parliament 

** Monarchs and priAces dance in the fame ring 
f wkbtts*- 
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•• To die, is the great debt and tribute due unto na. 
*^ ture : tombs and monuments, which (hould perpe- 
*' tuate our memorIe&, pay it themfelves ; and th? 
•* proudeft pyramid of them all, which wealth and 
•« fciencc have ereded, has loft its apex, and ftands 
** obtruncated in the traveller's horizon — ^Kingdoms; 
*« and provinces, and towns and oities, have they not 
"their periods? and when thofe principles and 
** powers which at firft cemented and * put them togc* 
•' ther, have performed their feveral reYolutions>.they 
«« fall back. ^ 

*« Wliere is Troy, and Mycena^ and Thebes, and Delos, 
'» and Perfepolis, and Agrigentum? — ^What is become 
•* of Nine<veb and Babylon, of Cyzicum, and Mi^lene? 
•* The faireft towns that ever the fun rofe upon are 
•* now no more : the names only are left, and thofe 
•« [for many of them are wrong fpelt] are falling 
•* themfelvcs by piece-meal to decay, and in lengith 
" of time will be forgotten, and involved with every 
** thing in a perpetual night: the world itfelf muft— 
•' muft come to an end. 

" Returning out of Jfia, when I failed from JEgiua 
•' towards Megara, I began to view the country round 
** about. Mgina was behind . me, Megara was before, 
•' Pyraus on the right hand, Corinth on the left.*-^ 
♦' What flouriftiing towns now proftratc upon the 
•« earth! Alas! alas! faid I to myfdf, that man Ihould 
«« difturb his foul for the lofs of a child, when fo 
•* much as this lies awfully, buried in his prefence.-** 
'^ Remember, faid I to myfelf again—- remember thoa 
*♦ ar^ a man,—. •« My 
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. « My Ton is dead! — lb much tKe better;— 'lu « 
" Iharoe in fuch a terapeft "to have but one anchor. 

" But he is gone for ever from us! — be it fo. He 
" b got from under die hands of his barber before he 
*' was bald — he is but rifen from a feaft before he 
" was furfeited— from a banquet before he bad got 
"drunken. 

" The Thracians wept when a child was bom— and 
** feaited and made merry when a man went out of 
" the world; and with reafon. Death opens the gate 
" of fame, and fliuts the gate of envy after it— it un- 
" loofes the chain of the caprive, and puts thcbondt 
" man's talk into another man's hands. 

" Shew me the man, who knows what life is, who 
" dreads it, and I'll fhew thee a [^rilbner who driada 
" his liberty," 



CO NTK N TMEN T. 

THERE arc thoafands fo extravagant in their 
ideas of contentment, as to imagine that it muft 
confift in having every thing in this world turn out 
the way they with — that they arc to fit down in hap- 
pinels, and feel themfelves fo at cafe at all points, as 
to_ defire nothing better and nothing more. I own 
there are inftances of feme, who feem to pafs through 
the world as if all their paths had been Itrewed with , 
L 6 loft- 
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tofe-bodi of ddight; ^hnt a little cxj^riencc wiffi 

convince us, 'tis a fatal expeflation to go upon.. — ^VVc 
are born to trouble ; and we may depend upoa whilft 
we live in this World we (hall have it, though with in- 
termiflions — that if, in whatever ftate wc are, we 
frail find a mixture of good and evil ; and therefore 
the true way to contentment is to know how to receive 
thcfe certain viciflitudes of life, — the returns of good 
and evil, fo as n itherto be exalted by the one, or ov^r- 
ftrown by the other ,.but to bear ourfelvcs tov/ards every 
thing which happeni with fuch eafe and indifference of 
mind, as to hazard aa little as may be. This is the true- 
temperate climate fitted for us by nature, and in which 
every wife man: would wifh to Hve^ 

SERMON XV; P* I7«. 
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THE TRANSLATION. 



P A R r s. 

nnHERE was nobody in the box I wa» let ihta 
but a kindly old French officer. I love thc- 
chara&r, not only becaufe I honour the man whofe 
makers are foftened by a profeffion which makes bad 
men worfe ; but that I once knew one — ^for he is no 
jiK>xe— 4md why &ould I not refcue one page front 

violation. 
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vMaliOB hy writing his name in it, and uSOing Che 
worid it wss Captain lobias Shandy, the deareft of 
my fiock and iriends, whofe philanthropy I never 
think of at this long dlftance from his death — but mj 
eyc& gu(h out with tears. For his £akt, I have a prcdi* 
leclion for the whule corps of veterans ; and fo I itrode 
over the two back rows of benches, and placed myfelC 
befide him. 

The officer was reading attentively a fmall pamphlet^ 
it might be tlie book of the opera, \^ ith a large pair 
ef ipe6lacles. As ibon as I fat down, he tOf>k hit 
ipedacles of, and putting them into a (hagreen cafe, 
Bctamed them and the book into his pocket together* 
I half rofe up, and made him a bow. 

Tranflate this into any civilized language in the 
world — the fcnfe is this : 

** Here's a poor ftranger come into the box — ^he 
•* feems as if he knew nobody ; and is never likely,. 
•♦ were he to be feven years in Paris, if every man he 
•* comes near keops his fpe(5lacles upon his nofe — 'tis 
•^ (hutting the door of converfation abfolutcly in his 
** face — and ufing him worfe tjian a German/* 

The French officer might as well have faid it aJl 
•aloud; and if he had, I fhould in courfe have put the 
how I made him into French too, and told him, "I 
•* was fenfible of his attention,, axid retum'd him athou- 
♦* fand thanks for it*" 

There is not a fecret fo aiding to the progrefs of 
, fcciality, as to get matter of xhisjifort band, and be 
quick in rendering, the ftveial taitii of looks and^ 

HmfaiU 
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Jimhis, with aU thfeir infleaions and delineations^ intt' 
pjain words. For my own p?irt, by long habitude^ I do 
it fo mechanically, that when I walk the ftreets of Lon- 
don, I go tranflating all the way ; and have more, than 
once flood behind in the circle, where not three word« 
have been faid, and have brought oflF twenty difierent 
dialogues with me, , which I could fairly have wrote 
down and fwom to. 

I was going one evening to Martini's concert at 
Milan, and was juft entering the door of the hall^ 
when the Marquifina di E*** was coming out in a 
fort of a hurry — ^fhe was almofl upon me before I 
faw her ; fo I gave a fpring to one fide to let her pafe 
•—-She had done the fame, and on the fame fide too^ 
fo we ran our heads together : (he inftantly got to 
the other fide to get out : I was juft as unfortunate as 
(he had been ; for I had fprung to that fide, and op- 
pofed her paiTage again — We both flew together to 
the other fide, .and then back — and fo on — it was ri- 
diculous ; we both blufli'd intolerably ; . fo I did at 

laft the thing I (hould have done at firft ^I ftood 

(lock ftill, and the Marquifina had no more difficult}', 
I had no power to go into the room, till I had made 
her fo much reparation as to wait and follow her with 
my eye to the end of the paflage — She look'd back 
twice, and walk'd along it rather fideways, as if flie 
would make room for any one coming up ftairs to pais 
her— No, faid I— that's a vile tranflation : the Marqui- . 
fina has a right to the beft apology I can mal^e her ; ' 
^ and that opening is left for me to do itin-— fo Ixan ^ 

and 
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jmd begg'd pardon for the cmbarraflmcnt I had g{ve&' 
her^ faying it was my inteiuion tp have made her way L 
Sheanfwered^ fhe was gufded by the fame intentioa 
towards me^ — fo we reciprocally thank'd each other^ 
She was at. the tap of the flairs; and feeing no chU 
chejhte near her, I begg'd to hand her to her coach — fO 
we went down the ftairs, (topping at every third ftep to 

talk of the concert and of the adventare Upon vaf 

word, Madame, faid I, when I had handed her in, I 
made fix different efforts to let you go out^— And I ' 
made fix eflR)rts, replied (he, to let you enter — I wifli 
ta heaven you would make a feventh, faid I — With all 
my heart, faid Ihe, making room — Life is too fhort to 
be long about the forms of it — fo I inftantly ftepp'd in, 
and (he carried me home with her — And what became 
of the concert, St.. Cecilia, who, I fuppofe was at it, 
knows more than I. 

I will only add, that the conneclion which arofe out 
of the tranflation, gave me more pleafure than any one 
I had the honour to make in Italy. 

SENT. JOURNEY, P. ic6# 



ENMITY. 

'T^HERE is no fmall degree of malicious craft \n 

^ fixing upon a feafon to give a mark of c 
and ill-will: a word— a lookj which. 




WotM' make no imprefTion — at anGit^r.time wonndir 
the heart; and like a (hafr flvin with the wind, 
pierces deep, which, with its own nafural force> woakl 
icarce have reached the object aimec at. 

SERM. XVI. P. 2Jr 



SHAME AND DISGRACE 



-*• 



nPHEY who have confidered our nature, affirm^ 
that (hame and difgrace are two of the moft 
rnfupportable evils of human life: the courage and 
ipirits of many have maftered other misfortunes^, and 
.Borne themftlves up againft them; but the wifdl 
and beft of fouls have not been a match for theie;. 
and we have many a tragical inftance oh record^, what 
greater evils have been run into, merely to aVoiiS 
this Offe. 

Without this tax of infamy, poverty, with all the: 
burdens it lays upon our. flefh — fo long as it is virtu- 
ous, could never break the fpirits of a man ;. all itr 
hunger, and pain, and nakednefs, are nothing to it^ 
they have fome counterpoife of goo4;- and befidetr 
they are direded by Providence,, and muil \fQ fub- 
mitted to: but thofe are afflictions not from the 
hand of God or nature — **/or they Jo come forth of the 
DUST, and moft properly may be faid toffrtHgeut of 
ibi GJLOVND> and this is the reafou they lay fudr 

ftiift 
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• ffrefs •jpon our patience> — and in the end create fucft: 
a dldruli of the worlds as makes us look upland pra}v 
Let me falliuto thy hands ^ O God I but let me uotfaUmf 
the hands of men J* 

»£RM.^xyi. B* 29» 



CURIOSITY; 

nrUE love of variety^ or curiofity of feeing nerr 
-^ things* which is th^ fame> or at leaft a. filter 
paflion to itj — feems wove into the ftame of every fon 
and daughter of Adam ; we afoally fjpeak of k as one* 
of nature's levities^ thou^ planted within us for th& 
Iblid puipofes of carrying forwards the mind to fitlh 
kiquiry and knowledge : ftrip us of tt« the mind (I 
tnx) would dofe for ever ovea the prefent page ; and^ 
we (hould all of us reft at eafe with fuch objedb as pi««^ 
fented themfelves in the panfii- or province where we 
ibrft drew breath.. 

It is to this fpur, which is ever in our ficfest that 
we -owe die impatience of diis defire for travelling:. 

ihepaflion is no way bad, — l^t as others are, in its 

mifmanagement or excefs :— -order it rightly,, the ad- 
vantages are worth the purfuit; the chief of which: 
are— to learn the languages, the laws and cuftoms^ 
and underftand the government and intereft of othec 
MtionsjT-^to acquire aa urbanity and confidence of 
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behaviour, and fit the mind more eafily for convert 
fation and difcourfe — to take us out of the company 
of our aunts and grandmothers, and from the track 
of nurfery miftakes ; and by (hewing us new objefts^ 
or old ones in new lights, to reform our judgments— 
by tailing perpetually the varieties of nature, to know 
wjiat is good — by obferving the addrefs and arts of men, 
to conceive what isjincere ,— and by feeing the difference 
of fo many various humours and manners,— to look into 
ourfclvcs and form our own*. 

8£ftMON XX* P* 104* 



INJURY.. 

AN injury unanfwcred, in coorfe grows weary rf 
itfelf, and dies away in a voluntary remorfe. 
In bad difpofitions, capable of no reftnunt but fear 
•—it has a different cffeft— the filent digeftion of one 
wrong provokes^ fecond« 

SK&MON xiTk p. 24^ 
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INSOLENCE- 

^^^HE infolence. of bafe minds in fuccelsis bounds 
> lers;.and would fcarce admit of a cpmparifon, 

did not.tbey fomedmes fucoifli us with onp> in theder 

_ , grccsi 
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grccs of their abjfe^on when evil returns upon th«m 
—the fame poor heart which excites ungenerous teniT 
pers to triumph over a fallen adverfary, in fome int 
fiances feems to exalt them above the point of cou- 
fage, finks them in others even below cowardice. 
Not unlike fome little particles -of matter ftruck off 
from the furface of tha dirt by funfhine— dance and 
^ort there whilft it Ms— but the moment 'tis with* 
drawn — they fall down— ibr duft they are — and unto 
duft they will return — ^whilft firmer and larger bodici 
prefer\'e the ftations which nature hasafligncd theraji 
fubje^d to laws, which no change of weather can 
alteiv. 

MiLMoii XXI* P. aj;» 
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THE FILLE DE CHAMB.R.B.. 



P A R I $•. 

T Stopped at the %/z/ de CofHi in my return homes 
^ to purchafe a fet of Shakefpeare. 

The bookfeller- faid he had not a fet in the world.— 
Comment ! faid I ; taking one up out of a fet which 
lay upon the counter betwixt us — He faid, they were 
fcnt him only to be got l)ound, and were to be. fend 
fcack to Verfailki in the morning to the. Count do 

Audi 
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•—And docs the Count dc £•*•*, Mi I, read 
^hakcjpcare ? dft utt E/prit forty iqplicd the book- 
feller. He loves EngUjb books ; and what is mope to 
his honour^ Moniieur, he k)ves tlie Englifb toor You 
^)eak this fo civilly, faid I, that it is enough to oblige 
an Englijhman to lay oat a louis-d'or or two at your 
fliop — the bookfeller made a bow, and was going to 
(iy fomething, when a young decent girl, of about 
twenty, who by her air and drefs, feemed to be EilU 
i2r Cbamhre to (bme devout man of fafhion, came inta 
the (hop, and afked for Ln Egarcmenu du Caur &!f dt 
t E/prit: tbie bookfeller gave her the bode diredlly; 
flie puUed out a little green fatin purfe run round witli 
a riband of the fame colour, and putting her finger 
and thumb into it, flie took out the money and paid for 
it. As I had nothing more to flay me in the fhop^ 
we both walked out of the door together. 

—And what have you to do, my dear, faid I, with 
The qvandtrkigs of the Heart, who fcarce know ytt yo» 
have one ? nor, 'till love has firft told you it, or fome 
faithlefs Ihephesd has made it ache, can'ft Aou ever be 
fcire it is fo ^ Le Dieu rnen garde ! faid the girl.— 
With what reafon, faid I, — ^fot if it is a good^ one, 'tis 
a pity it (hould be ftolen : *tis a little treafure to thce» 
and gives a better air to your face, than if it was drtfled 
0ut with pearls. 

The young girl liftened with a fubmiffive atten^oa^ 
holding her latin purfe by its ribaid in hci hand all 
the time— .Tis a very fmall one, faid I, taking hold 
•f the bottom of it— -ihe held it towank me - m* 

them 



there is very little in it, my dear, faid I ; but be 13 
jgood as thou art handfome, and Heaven will fill it : I 
had a parcel of crowns in my hand to pay for Shaie^ 
fp€an% and as (lie had let go the purfe entirely, I put a fia- 
gle one into it ; and tying up the riband in a bow-knot^ 
returned it to her. 

The young jfirl made me more an humble courtefy 
thaif a low one — it was one of thofe quiet, thankful 
£nking8 where the fpirit bows itfeif -down — the body 
^oes na more than tell it. I never gave a girl a crown 
in my life which gave me half the pleafure. 

My advice, my dear, would not have been worth a 
|>in to you, faid I, if I had not given this along with 
it : but now, when ^'ou fee the crown, you will remem- 
ber it ^fo do not, my dear, lay it out in ri- 
bands. 

Upon my word. Sir, faid the girl earneftly, I am 
incapable — in faying which, as is ufual in little bar« 
gains of honour, fhe gave me her hand — Enn:€rite^ 
Moftfieur^ je fnettrai eel argent apart^ faid (he- 

When a virtuous convention is made betwixt man 
and woman, it fandifies their mod private walks ; (b 
notwithfbnding it was dulky, yet as both our roads 
lay die fame way, we made no fcruple of walking along 
the Siuai de Conti together. 

She made me a fecond courtefy in fetting off, and 
before we got twenty yards from the door, as if (he had 
not done enough before, (he made a fort of a little £iop 
CO tell me again— -(he thanked xne» 

It 
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It was a fmall tribute,.! tdld her, which I could 
hot avoid paying to virtue, and would not be nriftakei 
in the perfon I had been rendering it to for the wwld 
*— but I fee innocence, my d^ar, in your face-^nd 
foul befal the man who ever lays a fnare in its 
. way. 

The girl feemed afFefted fome way or other with # 
what I faid — flic gave a low figh — ^I found I was not 
empowered to inquire at all after it — fo faid nothing 
more till I got to the corner of the Rued^ Nevers^vihcx 
we were to part, 

— But is this the way, my dear, faid I, to the Hotel 
de Modtne ? ftie told me it was — or, that I might go | 
by the Rue de Guenegtmult, which was the next turn— ^ 
Then I will go, my dear, by the Rue de Guenegumltt I 
faid I, for two rcafons ; firft, I fliall pleafe myfelf,.and 
next, I fliall give you the protedion of my company 
as far on your way as I can. The girl was fenfiblc I 
was civil — and faid flie wiflied the lUtel de Modem was 
in the Rue de St, Pierre, — You live there, faid L She 

told me flie was file de chamhre to Madame R**** 

Good "God! faid I, it is the very lady for whom I I 
have brought a ktter from A?niens — The girl told fflc \ 
that Madame i2***», flie believed, expeded a ftrangcr * 
with a letter, and was impatient to fee him— fo I de- 
fired the girl to prefent my compliments to Madame 
jR****, and fay I would certainly wait upon hei in the 
morning. 

We flood ftill aj^he corner of the Rtu de Newn 
idiilft this paffled— we then flopped a moxnent whilft 

ihe 
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(he difpofed of her Egarements du Cceur, more commo* 
diouily than carrying them in her hand — they were two 
volumes ; fo 1 held the fecond for her whilft (he put the 
firft-into her pocket ; and then (he held her pocket, and 
I put the other in after it. 

It is fweet to feel by what fine-fpun tlireads our afiep* 
tions are drawn together. 

. We fet off afrefli, and as flie took her third ftep, 
the girl put her hand within my arm — I was juft bid- 
ding her — butfhedid it of herfelf, with that undelibe- 
lating fimplicity^ which (hewed it was out of her 
head that ihe had never feen me before. For my own 
part, I felt the conviAion of confanguinity fo ftrongly^ 
ttat I could not help turning half round to look in 
her face, and fee if I could trace out any thing in it 
of a family likenefa. Tut ! faid Ij are we not all ref- 
lations ? ~ 

When we arrived at the turning of tlie Rue de 
Cueneguaulty I flopped to bid her adieu for good and all .: 
the girl would thank me again for my company and 

kindnefs She bid me adieu twice — I repeated it as 

often ; and fo cordial was the parting between us, that 
had it happened any where elfe, I*m not fure but I Ihould 
kavc figned it with a kifs of charity, as warm and as 
Jioly as an Apoftle. 

But in Farisy as none kifs each other but the men— 
I did what.amounted to the fame thing 

•-'I bid God blefs her, 

SENT, JOURNEY, P. 12I« 

CONTUMELY. 
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CONTUMELY. 

I 

HOW many may wc obfer?c every day, even of 
the gentler fex, as weH as our own, who, with- 
oat conviction of doing much wfong, in the,midft of 
a full career of calumny and defamation, rife up pone* 
tual at the dated hour of prayer, leave the cruel ftoiy 
fialf untold till they return, — ^go, — and kneel do^^'B 
before the throne of Heaven, thank God that he hai 
not made them like others, and that his Holy Spirit 
had enabled them to perform the duties of the day, 
in fo ChrifHan and confcientious a manner! 

This delufive itch for Hander, too common in all 
ranks of people, whether to gratify a little ungenerouf 
refentment ; whether oftenex out of a principle of le- 
veiling, from a narrownefs and poverty of foul, ever 
impatient of merit and fuperiority in others j whether 
a mean ambition, or the initiate luft of being witty, 
^a talent in which ill-nature and malice are no ingre- 
dients} ; or, laftly, whether from a natural cruelty of 
difpofition, abftrafted from t»H views and <:onfi dera- 
tions of fclf; to which one, or whether to all jointly, 
we are indebted for this contagious malady, this much 
ts certain, from whatever fe^ds it ^rings, the growth 
and progrefs of it are as deftrudlive to, as they arc 
unbecoming a civilized people. To pafs a hard and ill- 
Aatured refle<ftion upon an undcfigning adion 4 to in- 
vent, or^ ' which it equally bad, to propagate a vexa- 
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tious report > without colour and grounds ; to plunder 
an innocent man of his charadler and good name» a 
jewel which perhaps he has ftarved himfelf to pur- 
chafe, and probably would hazard his life to fecure ; 
to rob him at the fame time of his happinefs and peace 
of mind ; perhaps his breads—the bread, may be, of a 
virtuous family ; and this, as Solomon isLys of the mad- 
man, who cafteth £re-brands, arrows, and death, and 
faith. Am I not in fport? all this out of wantonhefs, 
and oftener from worfe motives; the whole appears 
fuch a complication of badnefs, as requires no words 
or warmth of fancy to aggravate. Pride, treachery, 
envy, hypocrify, malice, cruelty, and felf-love, may 
have been faid, in one fhape or other, to have occa- 
fioned all the frauds and mifchiefs that ever happened 
jn the world : but the chances againd a coincidence 
of them all in one perfon are fo many, that one would 
have fuppofed the charafter of a common flanderer 
as rare and difficult a produdion in nature, as that of 
a great genius, which feldom happens above once in 
an age. 

SERMON XI. p. 226. 



SEDUCTION. 

T TOW abandoned is that heart which bulges the 
•^ -^ tear of innocence, and is the caufe — the fatal 
caufe of overwhelming the fpotlefs foul, and plunging 
the yet untainted mind into a fea of forrow and rcpen- 

M tance ! — 
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tance !— Thougli born to protedt the fair* does not 
man a6l the part of a demon— firfl alluring by Ids 
teniptationi* and then triumphing in his vid6ry ?— 
When villainy ^ets the a{cendancy> it feldom leaves 
the wretch 'till it has thoroughly polluted him. 

LETTER CXXIX. 
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T TOW frequently is the honefly and integrity of i 
'•^ "*• man difpofed of by. a fmile or ibrug!-*-how 
many good and generous af^ions have been fuak into 
eblivion> by a diibuilful look> or flampt with the 
imputation of proceeding from bad motives* by a 
myflerious and feafonable whifper ! 

Look into companies of thofe whofe gende natures 
Ihonld difarm them* we fhall find no better account* 
•—How large a portion of chaftity is fent out of the 
world by diflant hints, — ^nodded away and cruelly 
vrinked into fufpicion> by the envy of thofe who are 
pafl all tempution oif it themfelves ! How often does 
die reputation of a helplefs creature bleed by a repoit 
•—which the party* who is at the psuns to propagate 
it* beholds mth much pity and fellow-feeling— —that 
Ibe is heartily fi^rry for itj ■ , h opes in God it is not 
true : however* as Archbiihop TiUat/on wittily obferves 
upon tt* is refojved* in the mean time* to give the 
report hfir pafs^ that at leaft it may have fail: {day to 

take 
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take ks fortune in the world, — to be beliered or notf 
according to the charity of thofe into whofe hands it 
ihall happen to fall ! 

So fruitful is thiJ vice in variety of expedients, to. 
fatiate as well as difguife itfelf. But if thefe flnoother 
weapons cut fo fore>— what fliall we fay of open and 
unblufliingTcandal— fubjeded to no caution, tied domh 
to no refbaints I — ^If the one, like an arrow (hot in 
the dark, does neverthelefs fo much fecret mifchief,— « 
this, like the peitilence, which rageth at noon-da^^ 
fweeps all before it» levelling without diftindHon the 
good and the bad ; ^ a thoufand fall befide it, and teti 
thoufand on its right hand ; — ^they fall— fo rent and 
tern in this tender, psdt of them, fo umAercifulIy 
butchered, as fometimes never to recover eithcf the 
wounds,— Or the angiufh of heart which they have 
occaiioned. 

But there is nothing fo bad wluch will not admit of 
fomething to be faid in its defence. 

And here it may be aflcM— whether the inconve- 
niences and ill efFedls which the world feels from the 
licentioufnefs of this praftice— are not fufficiently 
counterbalanced by the real influence it has upon men's 
live? and condudl ? — that if there was no evil-fpeak- 
ing in the world, thoufands would be encouraged to 
do ill,' ■ and would rufti into many indecorums, 
like a horfe into the battle,— were they fure to efcape 
the tongues of men. 

That if we take a genera! view of the world, — we 
fiiall find, that a great deal of virtue,— ^t leail of the 
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outward appearance of it, — b not fo mach from any 
ixcd principle, as the terror of what the world will 
fay, — and the liberty it will take upon the occaiions 
M/t ihall give. 

That if we defcend to pardculars, numbers are every 
iday taking more pains to be. well fpoken of> than 
;what would actually enable them to live fo as to de- 
fcrve it. 

That there are many of both fexes who can fupporC 
}ife well enough without honour or chaflity,— who, 
.without reputation (which is but the opinion' whick 
.the world has of the matter) , would hide their heads 
in fhame, and fmk down in utter defpair of happinefs. 
^— -No doubt the tongue is a weapon which does cbaf- 
tize many indecorums which the laws of men will 
not reach,*— and keeps many in awe— whom con- 
fcience will not ; — and where the cafe is indifputably 
flagrant,— the fpeaking of it in fuch words as it de- 
ferves — fcarce comes within the prohibition. In 
many cafes it is hard to exprefs ourfelves fo as tp fix 
a diftin^ion betwixt oppofite characters ;— and fomc- 
times i^ may be as much a debt we owe to virtue, and 
as great a piece of juflice to expofe a vicious charac- 
Iter, and paint it in its proper colours, — as it is to fpcak 
well of the deferving, and defcribe his particular vir- 
tues.— And, indeed, when we inflift this puniihment 
upon the bad, merely out of principle, and without 
indulgences 'to any private paffion of our ovyn, it is a 
cafe which happens fo feldom, that one might venture 
to except it* 

-S^RM. XI. p, 220* 



c.Hs r 



Dr. slop and SUSANNAK. 

"T X 7HEN the cataplafm was ready, a fcruple of 
^ ^ decorum had unfeafonably rofe nji in Sufan^ 
naFs confcience> about holding the candle> whilft Slop 
tied it on ; Slop had not treated Su/annab^s diftexnper 
with anodynes, — and fo a quarrel had cnfued betwixt 
them*. 

" Oh ! ho !— faid Slop, cafHng a glance of undue 
freedom in Sufannahh face, as (lie declined the office ^ 
--then> I think I know you. Madam— —You know • 
me. Sir ! cried Sufannah faflidiouily, and with a tofi^ 
of her head, levelled evidently, not at his profefiion» 
but at the dodor himfelf , you know me ! cried 
f i^iMii^ain.«— -Dodlor ^Up clapped his fing^ and^* 
his thumb inibndy upon his noHrils ;— ^/^/2ur/7^ii&'$ 
fplcen was ready to bnrft at it; — 'Tis falfe, faid Sufan^ 
ir4i&.-— Come, come^ Mrs. Modefty, faid Slap^ not a lit- 
tle elated with the fuccefs of his laft thruft,— if you 
won't hold the candle, and look*-you may hold it and 
(hut your eyes '.—That's one of your Popifti fhifts, 
cried Sufannah z^-'-^v^ better, fdd Slop^ with a nod,. 

than no ihift at all, young woman; and. I defy 

you. Sir, cried Sufannah^ pulling her fhift fleeve be- 
low her elbow. 

It was almoft impoffible for two perfons to aflift 
each other in a furgical cafe with a more fplcnetic 
cordiality^ 
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Slop fnatehed up the cataplafm,-— ^i^xr^/z^ fnatched 
up the candle ; A little this way> faid Slop ; Sufajh- 
nah looking one way> and rowing another* inflantly 
fet fire to Sloph wig> which being fomewhat buihy and 
unAnous withal» was burnt out before it was well 
kindled. You impudent whore ! cried 5/o/y— (for 
what is paifion but a wild beail? ) — ^you impudent 
whore* cried Slop^ getting upright* with the cataplafra 
]n his hand ^ I never was the defbudlion of any 
body's Rofe* faid ^^i»»ii&«— -which is more than you 
can fay :— Is it ? — cried Siop^ throwing the cataplafv 
in her face ;— yes> it is, cried Su/annaht returning the^ 
coBipliment with what was left in the pan. ' 

T«SHAIIDy> VOt. 111. c»46» 
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CHARITY TO ORPHANS. 

nPHEY whom God hath bleffed with the meana^ 
^ and for who^ he has done more* in bleifing 
them likewife with a dffpofition, have abundant rea- 
fi>n to be thankful to him, as the Author of every 
good gift, for the meafure he hath beftowed to them of 
both : 'tis the refuge againft the ftormy wind and tem- 
ped, which he has planted in our hearts ; and che con- 
fhmt flu^uation of every thing in this world, forces 

all the fons and daughters of Mann to (cek (heker un- 
' der. 
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der it by tumsr Guard it by entails and fetdcmients ar 
we willy the moft affluent plenty may be flripp'dj and* 
find all its worldly comforts, like fo many ^wthered 
leaves, dropping from us ; — the crowns of princes may 
be ihaken ; and the greateft that ever awed the worlds 
have looked back, and morali^d upon the turn of the 
wheel. 

That wluch has happened to one, may happen to 
every man : and therefore that excellent rule of our 
Saviour, in z&s of benevolence, as well as every 
thing dfe, (hould govern us ; that wohatfoenjer ye «would 
that menfifould 4% ioyiuf do ye alfo unto them* 

Haft thou ever lain upon the bed of languiihing^ 
er laboured under a difbmper which threatened thy 
fife ? Call to mind thy forrowful and penfive fpirit aC 
titat dme, and fay. What it was that made the thoughts 
of death {q bitter >«— If thou haft children, — ^I affirm 
it, the bitterne^ of death lay there ! If unbrought up, 
and unprovided for. What will become of them ? 
Where will they^ find a ^end when I am gone f 
Who will ftand up for them, and plead their caufe 
againft the wicked. 

.JBleiled God I to thee, whoartafaiher.to the fa^ 
therlefsv and hufband to the widow, ' I entruft 
them. 

Haft tliou- ever fuftained any confidsrable fhock in 
thy fortune ? or, has the fcantinefs of thy condition 
hurried thee into great ftraits, arjd brought thee al- 
Bfioft to diftradion ? Confidcr what was it that fpread 
aL uhlc in. that wildernefs of thought,— who made thy 
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cup to overflow ? Was it not a friend of confoktion 
who ftepped in^ faw thiee embarrafTed with tender 
pledges of thy love, and the partner of thy cares^*-^ 
took them under his protedlion ?— Heaven ! thou wilt 
reward him for it ! — and freed thee from all the terrify* 
ing appreheniions of a parent's love. 

-Haft thou — 

-But how (hall I aik a queftion which mull 
bring tears into fo many eyes ? — ^Haft thou ever been 
wounded in a more affefling manner ftill, by the lofs 
of a moft obliging friend,— or been torn away from 
the embraces of a dear and promifing child by the 
flroke of death ? Bitter remembrance ! nature droops 
Zt it— but nature is the fame in all conditions and lots 
of life.— A child thruft forth in an evil hour, without 
food, without raiment, bereft of inftrudtion, and the 
means of its falvation, is a fubjedl of more tender 
heart-achesi and will awsken every power of aature: 
■ - a s we have felt for omfelves/— 4et as feel for 
Christ's fake— let as feel for theirs. 

t£iLM. XXIII* p. 1644 



CRITICISM. 

T TOW did G^rnV/f fpeak. the foliloquy laft nightl 
•*• ^ —Ob, againft all rule, my Lord, — ^moft ungram- 
matically I betwixt the fubftantive and the adje£tive, 

which 
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-ivhich ihould agree together in number ^ (^afeyZxAgend^t 
lie made a breach thus^ — Hopping, as if the poinu 
wanted fettling ;— -and betwixt the nominative cafe» 
wluch your Lordihip knows fhould govern the verb,^ 
he fufpended his voice m the epilogue a dozen times^ 
diree feconds and three fifths by a flop-watch, my 
Lord> each time— Admirable granunarian ! — bat wl 
fttfpending his voice — was the fenfe fufpended like- 
wife? did no expreffion of attitude or countenance 
fill up the chafm ?— Was the eye filent * Did you nar- 
rowly look ! — ^I look'd only at the ftop- watch, my Lord. 
•—Excellent obferver I 

And what of this new book the whole world makes, 
fuch a noife about ! Oh I 'tis out of all plumb, my 
Lord,— quite an irregular thing ! — not one of the an- 
gles at the four corners was a right angle. — I had my 
rule and compafTes, &c. my Lord, in my pocket \ i ■ 
Excellent critic I 

—And for the epic poem your Lordihip bid mc 
look at — upon taking the length, breadth, height, and 
depth of it, and trying them at home upon an exaA 
fcale of ^o^'s— 'tis out, my Lord, in every one of its 
dimenfions.— Admirable connoifleur! — And did you 
ftep in, to take a look at the grand pitore in your 
way back > — 'tis a melancholy daub ! my Lord ; not ^ 
Qpe principle of the pyramid in any one group 1 — and 
what a price ! — for there is nothing of the colouring of 
Titian — ^the expreffion oi Rubens — the grace o{ Raphael 
—the purity of Dominichino^^xht corregiefcity of Cor* 
r^^/d— the leaiTung of FouJJtn^^xYit airs of G«//a— the 

M 5 X3S\m 



• -* -^ 1 



ttftc of CarrMcki^^'Or the grand contour of ^^</#.-« 
—-Grant me patience, jud Heaven!— >Of all the cantt 
which are canted in this canting world-— though the 
cant of hypocrites may be the worft«-^he cant of cri* 
ticifoi is the moft tormendng ! 

I would go fifty milea on foot to ki(s the hand of 
that man who(e generous heart w31 give up the reint 
of his imagination into hb author's hands — be pleafed 
he knows not why» and cares not wherefore.* 

v. SHANDT, VOL. II«^ P. 2$» 



EPITAPH ON A LADY. 

/^^QLUMNS and labourM urns but vainly fbm 

^^ An idle fcene of decorated woe* 

The fweet companion,, and the ft-iend fincere> 

Need no mechanic help to force a tear. 

In heart-felt numbers, never meant to (hine ; 

Twin flow eternal o'er a hearfe like diine ; 

Twill flow whilil gentle goodnefs has one friend 

Or kindifd tempers have a^ tear to lend. 

LSTTBR XLIf 
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DEATfi.BElX REPENTANGE; 

WHEHthe edgeof appedteis woradoiMl, i^ 
die i^^ of yoothfiil days ai« cooled^ wiiicjk 
kurried ns on m a csrde of. pleafnre and uttpcrtinencer 
-i-tliefi reafon and reiEfeAioii will have the weighf- 
lirhich they defenre ;'-«afflidions« or the bed of fick**- 
nefsy will (apply die place of confcience; — and' if 
diey fiiottld fai},-HoldL age will overtake us at laft^-^ 
and fhew us the paft purfuits of fife,— and fere| i$f w 
lock upon diem in thdr tme pcnnt of Tiew; S therr 
be any dnng more to call a clond npon fo melanchd/ ' 
a profpeft as this fhews us,— it is furely the dyficultf" 
and hazard of having^all die woik of the day to per-^ 
Ibrm in the laft horn* ;r— of making an atonement to» 
God when we hare no facrifice to* offer )dm> but die* 
dregs and infirmities of thofe days, when we copUl 
have no pleafure in t&enu Whateyerftreftibme majT 
ky upon it«*— a death-bed repentance is $ut a. weafetodb 
fender ptank- to traft our aS upon. 
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THE ADDRESS, 
Versailles* 

I SHOULD not like to have my enemy take a viai^ 
of my mind when I am going to afk prote^ion of 
any man; for which reafon I generally endeavour 
to protect myfelf ; but this going to Monfieur le Due 
d^ C**** was an aft of compuliion— had it been an 
a6l of choice, i ihould have done it> I fuppofe» like 
Qther people. 

. How many mean plans of dirty addref$> as I went 
albngf did my fervile heart form ? I deferved the Baf- 
tile for every one of them. 

Then nothing would ferve me, when I got within 
Cght of Verfailles, but putting words- and iientences 
together, an d conceiving attitudes and tones to wreath 
myfelf into Monfieur le Due de C*»»*'s good graces 
-—This will do, faid I — Juft as well, retorted I again, 
^jx coat carried up to him by an adventurous taylor, 
without taking the meafure— Fool ! continued I— 
fee Monfieuc le Due's face firft— obfervc what cha- 
racter is written in it — take notice in what pofture he 
ftands to hear you— -mark the" turns and expreffions of 
his body and limbs— and for the tone-.— the firft found 
which comes from his lips will give it you; and from 
all thefe together you'll compound an addrefs at once 
upon the/pot, which cannot difguft the Duke — the in* 
gredients are his^own, and moft likely to go down. 

Weill 
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Well ! faid I, I wifti it well ever — Coward again t 
as if man to man were not equal throughout the whole 
furface of the globe : and if in the field-^why not face 
to face in the cabinet too? And truft me, Yorick# 
whenever it is not fo, man is falfe to himfelf, and be- 
trays his own fuccours ten times where nature does it 
once. Go to the Due de C**** with the Baftile io. 
thy look — my life for it, thou wilt be fent back to 
Paris in half an hour with an efcort. 

I believe fo, faid I — ^Then I'll go to the Duke, by 
Heaven ! with all the gaiety and debonaimefs in the 
world.— 

—And there you are wrong again, replied I— A 
heart at cafe, Yorick, ffies into no extremes — 'tis ever 
on its center— —Well I well ! cried I, as the coach- 
man tum*d in at the gates, I find I fhall do very well : 
and by the time he had wheel'd round the court, and 
brought me up to the door, I found myfelf fo much 
the better for my own ledlure, that I neither afcended 
the fteps like a viAim to juftice, who was to part with 
life upon the topmoft — nor did I mount them with a 
&ip and a couple of fbides, as I do when I iiy up, Eliza! 
to thee> to meet it.— 

$ENT. JOVRNEYji.r. Ii^» 
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INHUMANITY. 

•TPHERE is a fccret fhame which attends every a8^ 
of inhumaiuiyr not to be conquered in the hardeft 
fliaturesr 

Many a man will do a cruel a6l> who at the fame 
&ne will blufh to look you in the face> and is forced 
to turn ailde before be can have a heart to execute hi» 
purpofe. 

Inconfiffent creature that a man is ! who, at thae 
kiftant that he does what is wrong, is not able tO' 
K^thhold his teftimony to what is good and praiie- 
worthy. 

siERM.^ III. p.^ 56; 



JUDGMENT OF THE WORLIX 

nnO judge juftly of the world,^-we mull fhmd al 
•^ a due diflance from it ; — which will difcover to 
S9 the vanity of its riches and honours, in ftich true 
dimenfions, as will engage us to behave ourfelves to- 
wards them with moderation.-— This is all that is 
WMiting to make us wife and good ; — that we may be 
fcft to the full influence of religion:— to ^hiclt 
Cluiftianity fo &f conduces^ that it is the greatefl' 
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hixSttft Ae peoSar adTanoige we ts^ wider iti iiK 
fitudoo.-^duLt k dfcnls a» nocorif tke noft cxcdkar 
prrcqMs of diis kind, but it £S6 flKWs os dttfe pre* 
cepts coBfimed by die m;^ exctfient caomples^— A 
Iieathcii philofopiicr wtasy ttdk verj degantfy abuac 
dcfpi^rg the world. Mud, fike Semecm, may prefciibe 
Fny ingeinons rules to teach as an ait he- never ester* 
ciled himfelf : — ^fbr ^ the while he was writing in 
praife of poverty, he was enjoying a great effaite, and 
endeavouring to make it greater,— but if ever we hope 
to reduce thoie roles to pradice* it moft be by the help 
of religion^ 

aaaifOKXxzvt. p. ii8v 



SUICIDE. 

WHAT foipture and all civilized nati(Xis teach 
concerning the crime of taking away another 
Bian's life — is applicable to the wickedneis of a maa*a 
attempting to bereave himielf of his owb»<— He has na 
more right over it, — than over that of others >— and 
whatever falie gloiTes have been pat upon it by men 
of bad heads or bad hearts , ■ i t 19 at 
complication of cowardice, and 
nefs— is one of the fataleft 
hurry a man into ;— -ineoniiftent mth^aB 
and religion of the world, and h 
patience under afiiidtions,-— that rafi] 




lulflion to the will of God in all flrait$» which Is re-^ 
quired of us. But if our calamities be brought upoa 
ourfclvcs by a man's own wickednefs, — ftill has he leik 
to urge, — lefs reafon has he to renounce the protec- 
tion of GoD-^when ho moil ftands in need of it>. 
and of his mercy. 

SEHMON XXXV. p. 104* 



JUSTICE. 

EVERY obflrufUon of the courfe of juftice, is a^ 
door opened to betray fociety, and bereave us 
of thofe blelBngs which it has in view. To ftand up 
for the privileges of fuch places, is to invite men to fixt 
with a bribe of impunity.— Tt is a ftrange way of doing 
honour to God > to fcreen adions which, are a difgrace 
to humanity. \ 

IB. p. 10^. 



BAD EFFECTS OP QUACKERY. 

QO great are the difficulties of tracing out the hid-*> 
^^ den caufes of the evils to which this frame of ours i& 
fubjed, — ^that the moft candid of the profeffion have 
ever allowed and lamented how unavoidable they are 
in the dark. — So that the bed medicines, adminiflered 
with the wifeil heads, (hall often do the mifchief they 
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were intended to prevent. — Thefe are misfortunes to 
which we are fubje<^ in this Hate of darknefs ; — but 
when men without flcilf, — without educatiQn,— without 
knowledge either of the diftemper, or even of what 
they fell,— 'make merchandize of the mifcrable,— oskI, 
from a dilhoneft principle, — trifle with the pains of the 
unfortunate, — too often with their lives, — and from 
the mere motive of a diihoneft gain, — every fuch in- 
llance of a perfon bereft of life by the hand of igno-. 
ranee, can be confidered in nO other light than a 
branch of the fame root. — It is murder in the true 
fenfc ; — which, though not cognizable by our laws,— « 
by the laws of right, every man's own mind and con- 
fcience, mull appear, equally black and deteflable. — 

In doing what is wrong, — ^we Hand chargeable with 
all the bad confequences which arife from the aftion, 
whether forefeen or not. — And as the principal view 
of the empiric in thofe cafes is not what he always 
pretends, — the good of the public, — ^but the good of 
himfelf,-~it makes the adUon what it is.— 

Under this head, it may not be improper to com* 
prehend all adulterations of medicines, wilfully 
made worfe through avarice. — If a life is loft by fuch 
wilful adu]terations,*-and it may be affirmed, that, in 
many critical turns of an acute diflemper, there is but 
a fmgle caft left for the patient, — the trial and chance 
of a fingle drug in his behalf; — and if that has wil- 
fully been adulterated and wilfully defpoiled of its beft 
virtues,— what will the vexider anfwer ? — 

SERMON XXXV. P. IO9. 
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REGULATION OF SPIRIT. \ 

THE great bufinefs of man is the regoIalSon of his 
fpirit ; the pofleffion of fuch a frame and tem- 
per of mind J as will lead us peaceably through .this 
world > and in the many weary ftages of it> afford us^ 
what we fhall be fure to fland in need of,— JJ^ unt9^ 
curjbu/s. 

Reft unto our fouls !— *tis all we want— the end of 
all our wiihes and purfuits : give us a profpeft of this, 
we take the*wings of the mornings and fly to the uu 
termoft parts of the earth to hare it in poffefiion : we 
feek for it in titles, in riches and pleafures — climb up 
after it by amotion,-— come down again and ftoop for 
it by avarice, — try all extremes ; ftill we are gone out 
of the way ; nor is it, till after many miferable expe- 
riments, that we are convinced at laft, we have been 
feeking every where for it, but vA\ere there is a prof' 
pedl of fmding it ; and that is, within onrfeliFes, in a 
meek and lowly difpofition of heart. This^ and this 
only will give us reft unto our fouls :— rreft from thofe 
turbulent and haughty paffions which difturb our quiet r 
—reft from the provocations and difappointments of 
- the world, and a train of untold evils too long to be 
recounted, againft all which, this frame and preparation 
of mind is the heft protection. < 

SERMON XXT. P* l89» 
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JUSTICE AND HONESTY, 

JUSTICE and honefty contribute very much to- 
wards all the faculties of the mind : I mean^ that 
it clears up the underflanding from that mifl» which 
dark and crooked deiigns are apt to raife in it,o— and 
that it keeps up a regularity in the alFedtions, by fi)f- 
fering no lulls or ly ends to diforder them.*— That it 
likewife preferves the mind from all damps of grief 
and melancholy, which are the fure confequences of 
unjull adions ; and that by fi^ch an improvement of 
the faculties J it makes a man fo much the abler to dif- 
cem> and fo much the more cheerful, active, and dili* 
|i<nt to mind his bufincfs — Light is fown for the righ- 
teous, fays the prophet, and gladnefs for the upright in 
heart. 

Secondly, let it be obferved,— -that in the continuance 
andcourfeofa virtuous man's a^air», there is little pro- 
bability of his falling into confiderable difappointments 
or calamities ;— not only becaufe guarded by the provi- 
dence of God, hut that honefly is in its own nature 
the freed from danger. . 

Firft, becaufe fuch a one lays no projeds, which it 
is the intereft of the other to blafl, and therefore needs, 
no indircfft methods or deceitful pradices to fecure 
his intereft by undermining others .-^The paths of 
virtue are plain andftraight, fo that the blind, perfons 
of the me^eft capacity* ihall ' not en:.^Difhonefty 

reqmiret 
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feqmrei fluU to conduft it, and as great art to cotf' 
ceal — what 'ris every one's intereft to detedl. And I 
think I need not remind you how oft it happens in 
attempts of this kind — where worldly men in hafte 
to be rich. Have over-run the only means to it,— and 
for want of laying their contrivances with proper 
Cunning, or managing them with proper fecrefy and 
advantage, have loft for ever, what they might have 
certainly fecured with honefty and plain- dealing.— 
The general caufes of the difappointments in their 
bufinefs, or of the unhappinef^ in their lives, lying 
but too manifeftly in their own diforderly pailionsy- 
which^ by attempting to carry them a fhorter way ta 
riches and honour, difappoint theni of both for ever, 
and make plain, their ruin is from themfelves ; and that 
they eat the fruits which their own hands have watered- 
and ripened. 

SERMON XXVIII. P*253» 
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THE TE.MPTATION. 
r A R I t. 

« 

WHEN I alighted at the hotel, the porter told 
me a young woman with a bandbox had been 
that moment inquiring for me.— I do not know, faid 
the porter, whether fhe is gone away or no. I took 
the key of my chamber of him^ and -went up ftairs j 

and 
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And when I had got within ten fleps o£ the top of the 
* landing before my door, I met her coming cafily 
'down* 

It was the fair /lie de chamhre I had walked along 
'the Qgai de Conti with : Madame de R**** had fent 
her upon fome commiflion to a merchante de modes within 
^ flep or two of the Hotel de Modene ; and as I.had 
failed in waiting upon her» had bid her inquire if I had 
left Paris : and if fo, whether I had not left a letter 
,addreired to her. 

As the izcujille de chamhre was fo near my door, fhc 
.returned back, and went into the room with me for a 
moment or two, whilfl I wrote a card. 

It was a fine ftill evening in the latter end of the 
month of May — ^the crimfon window-curtains (which 
were of the fame colour of thofe of the bed) were drawn 
clofe— the fun was fetting,— and refledled thro' them 

fo warm a tint into the fair///^ de chamhre's face 1 

thought fhe blufh'd — the idea of ifr made me blufh my» 
felf— we were quite alone; and that fuperinduced a fe- 
cond blufh before the firfl could get off. 

There is a fort of fJeafing half-guilty blufh, where 
the blood is more in fault than the man — 'tis fent impe- 
tuous from the heart, and virtue flies after it — not to 
call it back, but to make the fenfation of it more deli - 
cious to the nerves— 'tis afTociated.— 

But I'll not defcribe it— —I felt fomething at firfl 
within me which was not in fbift unifon with the 
JefTon of virtue I had given her the night before — I 
fought five minutes for a card — I knew I had not one. 

I took 
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1 took op a pen— r laid it down agaift--^my baadi, 
trembled — the devil was in me. 

I know as well as any one he i« an adverfary, whom 
if we refill he will fly from us— but I feldom refifl him 
at all ; from a terror that, though I may conquer, I maf 
ftill get a hurt in the combat— fo I give up the triumph 
for fecurity ; and inftead of thinking to make him if, 
I generally fly myfelf. 

The {zLiTjiUe de chamhrt came dofeup to the bureav 
where I was looking for a card-^firfl took up the pen 
I cafl down J then oiFer'd to hold me the ink ; (he offered 
it fo fweetly, I was going to accept it — but I durft not— 
I have nothing, my dear, faid I, to write upon. — ^Wrice 
it, faid fhe, fimply, upon any thing— 

I was jufl going to cry out. Then I will write it, bk 
girl ! upon thy lips. 

If I do, faid I, I fhall perilh— — fo I took her by 
•the hand, and led her to the door, and begg'd fhe 
would not forget the lefTon I had given her— — Shb 
faid, indeed fhe would not — and as fhe uttered it with 
fome eameflnefs, fhe tum'd about, and gave me both 
_ her hands, clofed together, into mine— it was impoffi- 
ble not to comprefs them in that fitnation^— I wifh'd 
to let them go ; and all the time I held them, I kept 
arguing within myfelf againfl it — and ffill I held them 
on.— In two minutes I found I had the battle to fight 
over again — and felt my legs and every limb about inc 
tremble at the idea. 

The foot of the bed was within a yard and a half • 
of the place where we were landing-— I hadflill 

hold 
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liold of faer hands — and how it happened I can give 
no account, hut I neither afk*d her— npr drew her->-* 
.nor did I think of the bed — but fo it did happen, we 
both fat down. 

^'11 juft fhew you, faid the fair///; de chamhre, the 
little purfe I have been ^making to-day to hold your 
crown. So (he put her hand into her right pocket> 
which was next to me, and felt for it fome time — then 

into the left——** She had loft it." ^I never bore 

cxpej^a^i more quietly — ^it was in her right pocke| 
at laft — (he puU'd it out : it was of green taffety, lined 
with a Htde bit of white quilted fatin, and juft big 
enough to hold the crown — (he put it into my hand ;— 
It was pretty; and I held it ten minutes, with the 
back of my hand refting u^on her lap — looking fome- 
dmes at the purfe, fometimes on one fide of it. 

A ftitch or two had broke out in the gathers of my 
flock— -the fairyf/Zp th cbamhre, without faying a word, 
took out her little houfewife, threaded a fmall needle, 
and iew'd it up — I foreiaw it would hazard the glory 
;iof the day, and as (he pafs'd her hand in filence acrofsi 
and acrofs my neck in the manoeuvre, I felt the laurels 
fi)ak4 which fancy had wreath'd about my head. 

A fbap had given way in her walk, and the buckle 
<rf her (hoe was juft falling offi-^See, faid the file de 
ciambret holding up her foot. — I could not from my 
foul but faften the buckle in return, and putting in 
the ftrap — and lifting up the other foot with it, when 
I had doncj to fee both were right— in doing it too 

fuddenly— • 
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Suddenly— -it unavoidably threw the izixjille dt chamhn 
off her center — and then-— 

SENT. JOURNEY, P. 174. 



THE CONQUEST. 

^"yES ■ and then Ye whofe clay-cold heads 
and lukewarm Hearts can argue down or mafk 
your paifionsy tell me, what treipafs is it that man 
fhould have them ? or how his fpirit (lands anfwer- 
able to the Father of fpirits^ but for his conduct under 
them. 

If Nature has fo wove her web of kindnefs, that 
feme threads of love and deAre are entangled with the 
piece — muft the whole web rent in drawing them out ? 
Whip me fuch ftoUs, great Governor of nature I faid 
I to myfelf— Wherever thy providence (hall place 
me for the trial of my virtue— whatever is my danger 
—-whatever is my fituation — ^let me feel the movp- 
jsents which rife out of it, and which belong to me as a 
man — and if I govern them as a good one, I will truft 
the ifTues to thy juftice : for thou haft made us, and 
not we ourfclves. 

As I iinifh'd my addrefs, I raifed the iva flU di 
chamhre up by the hand, and led her out of the room 
-fhe flood by me 'till I lock'd the door and put 

the 
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the key ia my pocket and the n* '^ A e vi6U>r^ 

beiag quite decifive ^and not 'till thcH, I prefs*d 

my lips to her cheek, and, taking her by the handf 
led her fafe to the gate of the hoteL 

SENr. JOURNETf P. I79« 



APPLICATION OF RICHEX 

TTOW God did intend them,— may as well be 
^ •*• known from an appeal to your own hearts, and 
the inrfcription you ihall read there, — as from an^ 
chapter and verfe I might cite, upon the fubje^ Let 
us then for a moment turn our eyes that way, and 
confider ttie traces which even the moft bfenfible 
oun may have proof of, from what we may perceive 
(pringing up within him from fome cafual ad of ge« 
nerofity; and though this is a pleafure which properly 
belongs to the good, yet let him try the experiment ; 
—let him comfort the captive, or cover the naked with 
a garment, and he will feel what is meant by that mo« 
ral delight arifing in the mind from the confcience of 
a humane adion. 

£ut to know it right, we nmft call open the com^ 
pailionate; cruelty gives evidence nnwilliag^jr* aii|k 
feels the pkafure but imperfcftl(|rt for tlii^': 
other pleafiues, is of a relative naturCf attdi 
]y the enjoyment of it requirei fiune. 
the faculty, as much as the cnjcjimit 
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good does :-»there muft be fomething antecedent in the 
difpofition and temper which will render that good, 
^-a good to that individual; otherwife^ though '6s 
true it may be poflicflcd, — ^yet it never can be enjoyed. 

££RM, XXI 1 1« r. i6u 



REASON. 

nPHE judgments of the ^more difinterefted and 
-*" impartial of us, receive no fmall tindure from 
our affe^ons: we generally confult them in all the 
doubtful points; and it happens weU if the matter in 
queftion is not almoft fettled before the arbitrator is 
called into thedebate;— but in the more flagrant in« 
fiances^ where the pailions govern the whole nian« 
'tis melancholy to fee the office to which teafon, the 
great prerogative of his nature, is reduced: ftr\ing 
the lowei appetites in the diihoneft drudgery of finding 
cut arguments to juftify the prefeat purfuit. 

To judge rightly of our own worth, wc ihould re- 
tire a little from the worlds to fee its pleafures-^and 
pains too, in their proper iize and dimenflons: this^ 
no doubt, was the reafon St. Paul, when he intended 
to convert Felix, began his difcourie upon the day of 
judgment, on purpofe to take the heart from off this 
world and its pleafures, which difhonour the undeN 
fianding fo as to turn the wifeft of men into fools and 
children. sermon, xix, p, 87. 

THE 
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THE CHARITY. 

THERE is a long dark paflage iffuing ottt from 
the opera comique into a narrow ftreet; 'tis 
trod by a few who humbly wait for 2Ljiacre» or wilh 
to get off quietly o*foot when the opera is done. At 
the end of it, towards the theatre, 'tis lighted by a 
fmall candle, the light of which is almoft loft before 
you get half-way down : but near the door — ^'tis more 
for ornament than ufe, you fee it as a fix*d ftar of the 
leaft magnitude; it burns--4)ut does little good to the 
world, that we know of. 

In returning along this paflage, I difbern'd, as I ap« 
proach'd within five or fix paces of the door, two la- 
dies ftanding arm in arm, with their backs againft the 
wall, waiting, as I imagined, for ^fiacre — as they were 
next the door, I thought they had a prior right ; fo 
edged myfelf up within a yard, or little more, of them, 

and quietly took my ftand ^I was in black, and 

fcarce ieen. 

The lady next me was a tall lean figure of a woman, 
x>f about thirty.fix ; the other of the fanae fae and make, 
of about forty ; there was no mark of wife or widow 
in any one part of either of them — ^thcy feem'd to be 
two upright veftal fifters^ unfapp'd by careffes, unbroke 
in upon by tender falutations : I could have wiih'd to 
liave made them happy — their happinefs was' dcftin'd 
that iiight, to come from another quarter. 
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A low voice, with a good turn of cxpreffion, and 

"Iwect cadence at the end of it, begg'd for a twelve- 

ibus piece tietwixt them, for the love of Heaven. I 

thought it fingular that a beggar would fix the quota 

t of an alms— and that the Turn ihould be twelve dnies 

. as much as what is ufually given in the dark. They 

both feemed aftonifh'd at it as much as myfelf. — i- 

Twelve fous! faid one A twelve fous piece! faid 

tlie other^— and made no reply* 

The poor man faid, he knew not how to alk le(s 
of ladies of their rank; and bow*d down his head to 
the ground. 

Poo I faid they we have no money. 

The beggar remained filent for a moment or two, 
and renew'd his fupplication. 

Do not, my fair young ladies, faid he, ftop your 
cars againil me — ^Upon my word, honed man! faid^ 
the younger, we have no change — ^Then God blefs 
you, faid the poor man, and multiply thoie joys which 
you can give to others without change!-— I obfcrvcd 
the elder fiftcT put her hand into her pocket — ^I'U fee, 
faid fhe, if I have a fous. — A fous! give twelve, faid 
ike fupplicant; i^ature has been bountiful to -you, be 
bountiful to a poor man. 

I would, friend, with all my heart, faid the younger, 
iflhadit. 

My fair charitable! faid he, addrefling himfelf to 
the elder— What is it but your goodnefs and huroani- 
ty which makes your bright ey€s (6 fweet, that they 
ouiihiae the morning even in this dark paffage? and 

what 
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wliat -was it which made the Marquis de Santerre ancT. 
h» brother fay {q much of yovt both as they juftpafs'd 
by? 

The two ladies' feeined much affe^ed;. and impul« 
ilyely al the fame time they both put their hands into 
tl^eir pockety and each took out a twelve-fous pieccr 

The conteft betwixt them and the poor fupplicant 
was no more — it was continued betwixt themfelves* 
which of the two (hould give the twelve-fous piece 

in charity and, to end the difpute, they both gave 

it together^ and the man went away. 

iBMr» JOVANBY» VOL. V. P. 206m 
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MISFORTUNE AND CONSOLATION, 

•TPHERE is not an objeft in this world which Goxp 
•*• can be fuppofed to look down upon with great- 
er pleafure, than that of a good man involved in misfor-^ 
tunes, furrounded on all fides with difEeulties — ^yet 
cheerfully bearing up his head, and ftruggling againft 
ihem with firmnefs and conflancy of mind, — Certa'iv- 
lyy to our conceptions fuch objefts muft be truly en- 
gaging:-— and the reafon of fo exalted anenc:miam 
from this hind, is eafily to be guelTed : no doubt 
the wifeit of the heathen philofopheis had found, from 

N 5 obfcrvatioa 
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obfcrvation jopon the life of man, that the many tr<)tN 
bics and infirmities of his nature> the fickneiles, dis- 
appointments, forrows for the lofs of children or pro- 
perty, with the niimberlefs other calamities and croft 
accidents to which the life of man is fubjed, were 

in themfelves fo ^reat, and fo little folid comfort 

to be adminiflcred from the mere refinements of phi- 
l(ifophy in fuch emergencies, that there was n9 vir- 
'. tue which required greater efforts, or which was found 
(6 difficult to be atchieved upon moral principles— 
which had no foundation to fuftain this great weighty 
which the infirmities of our nature laid upon it. And 
for this reafon, 'tis obfervable, that there is no fub« 
jed^i upon which the moral writers of antiquity have 
exhaufled fo much of their eloqttence, or where they 
have fpent fo much time and pains, as in this of en- 
deavouring to reconcile men to thefe evils, Infomuch^ 
that from thence, in mofl modern languages, the pa- 
tient enduring of afflidlion, has by degrees obtain- 
ed the name of philofophy, and alrtioft monopolized 
the word to itfelf, as if it were the chief end or 
compendium of all the wifdom which philofophy had 
to offer. And indeed, confidering wh^t lights they 
had, fome of them wrote extremely well; yet» as 
what they, faid proceeded more from the head than ihe 
heart, 'twas generally more calculated to filence a man 
in his troubles, than to convince and teach him how 
to bear them. And therefore, however fubtile and 
ingenious their arguments might appear in the reading, 
'til to be feared they loft much of their efficacy^, wjien 
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tried in the application,. If a man were thraft back 
in the world by^ difappointments, or— as was 7^^'i 
eafe — had fufFered a fudden change in his fortunes, 
from an afHuent condition were brought down by a 
train of cruel accidents, and pinched with poverty 
— philofophy would come in, and exhort him to 
(land his ground;— it would tell him that the fame 
greatnefs and ftrcngth of mind which enabled him 
to behave well in the days of his profperity, fhould 
equally enable him to behave well in the day* of hia 
adverftty: — that it was the property only pf weak 
and bafe fpirits, who were infolent in the one, to be 
dejedled and overthrown by the other; whereas great 
and generous fouls were at all times calm and equal.-— 
As they exijbyed the advantages of life with indiffe- 
fence> — they were abk to lefign them with the fame 
temper, — and confequently— were out of the reach 
of fortune. All which, however fine, and likely to 
iati^y the fancy of a man at eafe,. could convey but 
little confolation to a heart already pierced with for- 
row; — ^nor is it to conceived how an unfortunate 
creature ihQuld any more receive relief from fuch ft 
Icdure, however juft, than a man racked with an 
acute fit of the gout or ltone> coijld.be fuppofed to 
be fct free from torture,, by hearing from hi? phyfi- 
cian a nice difTertation upon his cafe» Tho philofo- 
phic confolations in ficknefs^ or in afflidions for the 
death of friends and kindred, were joft as efficacious ; 
—and were rather in general to be confideftd aa good 
(9^inp than good semcdies^-Sa thai^ j| 
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beritayed of a pfomUing child ^ in whom all his hopet 
and cxpc6ations centered,-— or a wife weuc left defti- 
tpte to mottrn the lofs and protedion of a kind and 
tender hufband, Seneca or Ep^etu{ would tell the 
penfive parent and difconfolatt widew— that tears and 
lamentation for the dead were fruitlefii and ab£urd; that 
to die was the necefiary and unavoidahle debt of na- 
ture ; — and as it could admit of no remedy, — 'twas 
impious and foolifh to gsieve and fret themfelve^ 
upon it.. 

Upon fuch fage counfel, as well as many other lef--^ 
fons of the fame flaxnp> the fame reflexion might be 
applied, which is faid to have been made by one of 
the Roman emperors, to one who adminiflered tho 
fame confolations to him> on a like occafic^n, — to 
whom, advifmg him to be comforted, and make him« 
ftlf eafy, fince the event had' been brought about by 
» fiitality,. and codd not be helped, — he fieplied» 
^* That this wa& fo far from lefle&ing his trouble,-^ 
that it was. the very eircumftance which joccafioned it.!* 
—So that upon the whole — ^when the trdc value of 
theie, and many more of their current arguments have 
been wc'ghed a^d brought to the teft, — one is led to 
doubt, whether the greateft part of their heroes^ th« 
moft renowned for conftancy, wew not much mdre 
indebted to good nerves and fpirits, or the [natural 
happy frame of their tempers, for behaving well, thsuj 
to any extraordinary helps, which they could be fupr 
pofed to receive from their inftrudors. And there. 
£>re I flkould 9i3ke na fcruple to afiert, that onp fuoh 
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aiiftance of patience and refignation as this> which ^tlic? 
fcripture gives us in the perfop of Jo^, not of ono^ 
moft pompou fly declaiming' upon the contempt of pain- 
and porerty, but of a man funk in the lowi ft condition^ 
of humanity, to behold him when ftripped of his eftate^ 
his wealth, his friends,.his children— cheerfully holding, 
up his head, and entertaining .his hard fortune with> 
firmnefs and ferenity ; — and this> not from a ftoical ftu^* 
pidity» but a juft fenfe of God's providence^ and a per* 
fuafion of hisjuftice and goodnefs in all his dealings—- 
fuch an example, I fay, as this, is of more univerfal ufe» 
fpeaks truer to the heart, than all the heroic precepts,- 
which the pedantry of philofophy has io offer. 

SERM, XV, ?. 7r 



SEItMON V- 

THE CASE OF ELIJAH AND THE WIDOW 
OF ZAREPHATH CONSIDERED. 

I KINGS XVII. l6» 

Ar/d the barrel of meal luafied not, neither did the crttft 
of oil fail i according to the nuord of the Lord auhieh hi 
fpaki by the prophet Elijah. 

nnHE words of the text are the retord of a mi- 

racle wrought in behalf of the widow of Za- 

rtphath, who had charitably taken Elljali under her 

N J zoof^ 
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roof, and adminiftcred unto him iH a time of ij^eat 
fcarcity and diftrefs. There^is fomething rer)' intereft- 
ing and affc6lionatc in the manner this ftory is related 
in holy w^^it ; and as it concludes with z! fccond (HU 
more remarkable proof of God's favour to the famcpcr- 
fon, in the reftoration of her dead "fon to life, one can- 
not but confider both miracles as reward i of that aft of 
piety, wrought by infinite power, and left upon record 
in fcripture, not merely as teflimonies of the prophet's 
divine miilion, but likewife as two encouraging in(lan-> 
ces of God Almighty's blefling upon works of charity 
and benevolence. 

Ift this view I have made choice of this piece of fa- 
cred hiftory, which I ftiall beg leave to make ufe of as 
the ground-work for an exhortation to charity in gene- 
ral; and that it may better anfwcr the particular pur- 
pofe of this folcmnity, I will endeavour to enlarge upon 
it with fuch reflexions, as, I truft in God, will excite 
forae fentiments of compaflion whicn may be profitable 
to fo pious a defign. 

Elijah had fled from two dreadful evils, the approach 
of a famine, and the perfecution of Ahab, an enraged 
enemy: and in obedience to the command of .God, 
had hid himfclf by the brook of Cherith, that is be- 
fore Jordan. In this fafe and peaceful folitude, bMed 
with daily marks of God's providence, the holy man 
dwelt free both from the cares and glories of the world : 
by a miraculous impulfe the rarvem brought him bread 
mndflejh in the fnoming^ and bread and fiejh in the e'ven* 
ingt and ie drank of tU irifok; till by continuance oi 
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dfrOug^t (tbe windows of heaven being (hut op in tliofer 
days for three years and fix months^- which was the na^ 
tural caufe likewiie of the famine) it came to pafs after 
awhile that the brook, the great fountain of his fupport, 
dried up ; and he is again diredled by the word of the 
Lord where to betake himfelf for (helter. He is com- 
manded to arife and go to Zarephath, which belonged 
to Zidon, with an afTurance that he had difpofed the 
heart of a widow woman there to fuftain him. 

• The prophet follows the call of God : the fame hand 
which brought him to the gate of the city, had led alfo 
the poor widow out of ^ her doors, opprcffed with fbr- 
row. she had come forth upon a* melancholy errand,. 
to make preparation to eat her laft meal, and (hare it 
with her childr 

No doubt, (he had long fenced againft this tragical 
event with all the thrifty managemeat which felf-pre-^ 
fervation, and parental love could infpirej full, no- 
doubt, of cares and many tender apprehenfions left 
the flender flock fhould fail them before the return of 
plenty. 

But as fhe was a widow, having loft the only faith- 
ful friend, who would beft have aflifted her in her vir-^ 
tuous ftrugglc, the prefent ncceflity of the times at 
. fengtlT overcame her ; and ftie was juft falling down att 
eafy prey to it, when Elijah came to the place wher6 
flic was. And he called unto Jjer^ mid /aid. Fetch me^ I pray* 
'thee, a little luater in a 'vejcl, that I may drink. And m 
Jhe avas gting to fetch it, he called urHQ hir$ and faid^ 
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Bring me 9 1 pray thee, a morfel &f bread in thine hand* Ard 
Jl^ /aid, as the Lord thy God Ikveth, I have not a cahp 
iut a hofjdful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a erujk ^ 
tfW behold, I am gathering t<woJiicks» that I may go in and 
dreft it for me and myfon^ that ive may eat it and die* 
And Elijah /aid unto her, Fean not, hut go, and do as thou ' 
hifftfaid.; hut make me thereof a little cakefirfi, and bring 
it unto me, and after ^ make for thee and thy f on* For thtt$ 
faith the Lord God ofl/raelp. The barrel of meaJJbaU not 
nvafie, neither Jhedl the crufi ofoilfaily until the day that 
^e Lord fend rain upon the earth* 
. True charity is aUvays unwilling to find excufes— • 
elfe.hexe was- a. faic opportunity of pleading many : (ht 
mi^t \i^p jnfifted over again upon her fituation^ which 
neceffarily tied up her hands — (he might have urged 
the unreafonablenefs of the requeilp— that (he was re- 
duced to the loweft extremi^ already — ^and that it was 
contrary to juflice and the firft law of nature, to rob 
herfelf and child of their lad morfel^ and give it. to a 
ftranger^ " 

But in generous fpirits, compaflion is fbmetimesmore 
Aan a balance for felf-prefervttiom Fori as Goi> 
certainly interwove that friendly foftnefs in our nature 
to b^ a check u^n too great a piopenfity towards felf- 
love — ^fo it feemed to operate here. For it is obferv- 
able, that though the prophet backed his requeft with 
the promife of an immediate recompence in multiply- 
ing her ftock ; ytt it is not evident, (he was influenced 
at all by that temptation* For if. ihe had^ doubtlefsit 
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muft Eas^e wrought fuch. a mixture of ielf-intereftlat^ 
the motive of her compliance^ as muft greatly have aL* 
lay^d the merit of the adion. But thi»» I fay»-doe& not 
appear, but rather the contraiy^ from the refle^oa 
(he makes upon the whole in. the laft verfe of the 
chapter. No^jn by this I know that, thou art ^a man of 
Qod^. and. that tht nmrd of the Lord in. thj mouth U 
truths 

Befides, as (he was an inhabitant of Zarephath (or, 
as it is called by St. Luke, Sarepta, fubjedl to Zido|)«. 
the metropolis of Phoenicia, without the bounds oiT 
God's people), (he had been brought up in grofs darks- 
nefs and idolatry,, m. utter ignorance of the Lord God 
of Ifrael : or, if (he had heard of his name, which is 
all that feems pmbable,. (he had been taught to di(be- 
lieve the mighty wonders of his hand> and was ftiU le(s 
likely to believe his prophet.. 

Moreover,, (he might argue. If this man by fome 
Secret myftery of his own, or through the power of his 
God, be able to procure fo preternatural a fupply 
for me, whence comes it to pafs„ that he now. (lands 
in want himfelf^ oppre(red both with hunger and 
thirft.. 

It appears therefore,, that (he mud have been 
wrought upon by an unmixed principle of humanity. 
«--She looked upon him as a fellow-partner ahnoft in 

the fame affliftion with herfelf. She coniidered he 

had come a weary pilgrimage, in a fultry climate, 
through an exhauded country; where neither bread 
«£ water were to be had^ but by a^ of liberality.— « 
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^at ht bad come an unknown traveller, ^i as t 
iiard heart never wants pretence, that this circum-^ 
ftance, which (hoold rather have befriended, might 
have lielpcd to opprefs him.— She confidered, Tor 
charity is ever fruitful in kind reafons, that he was 
now far from his own country, and had ftpayedout of 
the reach of the tender offices of feme one who affec* 
tionatcly mourned his abfence— her heart was touched 
with pity. — She turned in filence, and tv^nt and did ac' 
cording as he f aid. And behold y hothjhe^ and he, and her 
hott/e, did eat many days ; or, as in the margin, one whofc 
year. And the barrel of meal ivafied not, neither did the 
crufe of oil fail, until the day that Godfent rain upon the 
earth. 

Though it may not feem neceffary to raifc conjec- 
tures here upon this event,, yet it is natural to fuppofe^ 
the danger of the famine being thus uneitpeAcdly got 
Over, that the mother began to look hopefully for- 
wards for the reft -of her days. There vrtvt many wi» 
dows in Ifrael at that time, when the heavens weie (hut 
op ij^r three years and iix months, yet>. as St, Luke ob« 
ferves, to none of them *was the profhet ftnt, fave to thif 
nvidow ofSarefta : in all likelihood,, fhe would not be 
the lafl in making the fame obfefvation» and drawing, 
from it fome flattering conckfion in favour of her fon,^ 
—Many a parent would build high upon a wpcS foun-^^ 

dation, *' Since the God of Ifrael has thus fent 

** his own meifenger to us in oar diftrefs, to pafs by {o 
•* many houfes of his own people, and flop at mine, to^ 
<* fave it in fo miraculous a manner from deftni^Uon ;. 

•*doubtlefi* 
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^ doobtte£f» this is but an eanieft of hii fiitTiitr 
*<kind incentions to us: at leall his goodncfs bat* 
'* decreed to comfort my old age by the long life 
** and health of my fon: — ^but perhaps, he has fome* 
•* thing greater ftill in ftore for bun, and I (halt ^ 
" lire to fee the fame hand hereafter crown his^ head 
*• with glory and honour." We may naturally fup- 
pofe her innocently carried away with fuch thoughts, 
when (he is called back by an unexpedled diftemper 
which furprifes her fon, and in -one moment brings- 
down all her hopes— 3/or hiyjicknefs luas/o fore that then 
twos no breath left in hm.^^ 

The expoftulations of immoderate grief are feldom 

juft. For, though Elijah had already prcfcrved her 

ion, as well as herfelf, from immediate death, and was 
the laft canfe to be fufpefted of fo fad an accident ; yet 
the paffionate mother in the i^ tranfport challenges 
him as the author of her misfortune ;—— and as if he 
had brought down forrow upon a hou(e which had {o 
hofpitably (heltered him. The prophet was too full of 
compa(Son to make reply to fo unkind an accufation^ 
He takes the dead child oui of his mothers hofom, and laid 
bim upon his vwn bed ; and he cried unto the Lord, and 
feud, O Lord my God r haft ifjoti brought evil u/on the ividotw 
ivitb nvhom I fojoumt fy flaying her fon f ** Is this the 
** reward of all her charity and gbodnefs ? Thou hail 
** before this robbed her of the dear partner of all her 
** joys and all her caies ; and now that fhe is a widow^ 
•* and has moft reafon to expedi thy protedion, bdioU 
«< thoa haft withdrawn hcrlaft piqp ; A0O hift Uto a mmtf 
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•♦fcerchird, the only ftay (he fcad to reft oiu"— — ^»/ 
Elijah cried unto God^ and '/aid ^ O Lord my God, I fra^ 
thee let this chiWs foul come into him agalnm- 

The prayer was urgent, and befpoke the didrefsof 2» 
kumane miad deeply fufiering in die misfortunes di 
another;— —noKOVcr his heart was mit with othep 

paffions He was zealous for the name and honour 

of his God ^ and thought not only his omnipotencer 
but his glorious attribute of mercy,, concerned in the 
event : foi oh I with what triumph would the pro- 
phet retort his own bitter taunt, and fay, his God^as^ 
iUhvr talking^ or he luds purfuingy or^was m a journey ; iw: 
ferad'venture he Jlept and Jhould have been aswakedf ■ 
He was moreover involved in the fuccefs of his prayer 
liimfelf>— honed minds are moft hurt by fcandal.^- 
And he was afraid, left fo foul a one, fo unworthy o£ 
his charadler, mTght arile amongthe heathen, who would. 
leport with pleafure, ** Lo ! the widow of Zarephatb< 
*« took the meffenger of the God. of Ifraelunder herroof^ 
•* and kindly entertained him,, and fee how (he is re- 
«« warded ; furely the prophet was ungrateful, he 
** wanted power, or, what is worfe, he wanted 

•• pity-" 

Befides all this, he pleaded not the.caufe of the- 
widow ; it was the caufe of charity itfelf, wliich had 
leceived a, deep wound already,, and would fufter ftilL 
more fliould God deny it this teftimony of his favour*. 
Sio the Lord hearkened unto the iJOiee of Elijah, andthe^ 
JjuJof the child came unto him again,, and he re-vived. And, 
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Elijah took the child , and brwght him do^vjft out of the cham^ 
her inip the houfe^ and dehvered him unto his mother,; and 
Elijah faidy See, thy Jon Irveth* 

' It would be a pleafure to a good imnd to ftop here 
a moment, and figure to itfelf the picture of fo joyful ai» * \ 

event. To behold on one hand the raptures of 

the parent, overconie-with furprife and gratitude, and 
imagine how a fudden ftroke of fuch impetuous joy 
ciuft operate on^ a defpairxng countenance, long ac- 
cuftomed to fadnefs. — To conceive, on the other fide . 
of thc/f><r^, the holy man approaching with the child 

in his arms full of honeft triumph in his looks^ 

but fweetened with all the kind fympathy which a 
gentle nature could overflow with upon fo happy an 
cyent. It is a fubjed one might reconunend to the 
pencil of a great genius, and would evea a&rd mat-» 
ter for defer ipcion heie ; but that it would lead us too 
far from the particular purpofe, for which I have en*^ 
larged upon thus much of the ftory already; the chief- . 
defign of which is, to illuftrate by a fafl, what is evi* 
dent both in reafon aid fcripture, that a charitable 
and good a^ion is feldom cad away, but that even ia 
this life it is more than probable,, Uiat what is fo fcat« 
tered fhall be gathered again with iacrea(e«. Caji th/ 
bre:ad upon the n^taters^ and thou Jhalt find it after many 
daysm. Be as a father unto the fatherlefs, andinfieadofan 
bttjhand unto their moth^ ; fojbalt thou he as a fon of the 
Moft High, and he <will love thee more than tfy mother 
doth. Be mindfid of good turns., for thou kno-iAjefi not *ufhai 
€n)iljball come ufon the earth ; and whm tb^xiffilUfi. tho9$ 
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fialtfifrd afiay. It Jhall prafirve thee from all affH^nu, 
tmd fight for thee againfl thy enemitSy better than a mighty 
JJbitldand aftrongfpear* 

The great inftability of temporal affairs, and con- 
ftant fluAuation of every thing in this world, afford 
perpetual occafions of taking refuge in fuch a fecurity* 

What by fucceflive misfortunes; by failings and 
crofs accidents in trade; by mifcarriage of projedls :— 
i^rhat by unfuitable expences of parents, extravagances 
of children, and the many other fecret ways whereby 
riches make themfelves wings and fly away ;. fo many 
furjirifmg revolutions do every day happen in fami* 
lies; that it may not feem flrange to &y, that the pof- 
terity of fome of the moil liberal contributors here, in 
the changes which one ccntuiy may ppodace,. magr 
poffibly find (belter under this very plant which novr 
they fo kindly water. Nay, ib quickly fometimes has 
the wheel turned round, that many a man has lived to 
enjoy the benefit of that charity which his own piety^ 
proje^led. 

But befidcs this, and exchifivc of rfie right which 
God's promife gives it to protedtion hereafter, charity 
and benevolence, in the ordinary chain of effcAs, 
have a natural and more immediate tendency in them- 
felves to rcfcue a man from the accidents of the worid,. 
by foftening the hearts, and winning every man's 
wiihes to its intereft» When a eomptflionate man fid]s» 
who would not pity him? who that bad power to- 
do it, would not befriend and raife him op ? ar could the 
moH barbarous temper oficr aa infolt to Us diftrcA 
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H'ithout pain and reluftance? fo that it is aliTioft a 
wonder that covetoufnefs, even in fpite of itfelfi. docs 
not fometimcs argue a man into charity, by its owii 
principle of looking forwards, and the firm expefta- 
tion it would delight i» of receiving its own again with- 
ufury, — So evident is it in the courfe of God's provi* 
dence and the natural dream of things,, that a good 
Grace one time or other generally meets with a reward 

Generally, did I fay ? — ^how can it ever fail ?— 

when befides all this, fo large a (hare of the recom- 
pcnce is fo infeparable even from the adion itfelf.-— 
Alk the man who has a tear of tendemefs always rea- 
dy to (hed over the unfortunate; who, withal, is^ 
ready to dii^bate and willing to eommunicate : alk 
bim, if the beft things, which wits have faid of plea- 
ibre, have expiefled what he has felt, when, by a 
feafonable kindnefs, he has made the heart of the ijoidona 
fi^gfi^J9y ^ Mark then the cxpreffions of unutterable 
pleafi^re and harmony in his looks ; and fay, whether 
Solomon has not fci^ the point of true enjoyment 
in the right place, when he declares, ** that he knew 
" no good there was in any of the riches or honours of 
** this world, hut for a man to do good woith them in his^ 
** Ufr^* Nor was it without reafon he made this judg- 
ment. — — Doubtlefs he had found and feen the infuf- 
ficiency of all fenfual pleafures ; how unable to furni(h 
cither a rational or a lafting fcheme of happincfs : how 
foon the beft of them vaniihed : the lefs exceptionable 
in vanity, but -the guilty both in ijonity and 'vexation of 
J^irit^ But that this was of fo pure and refined a na^ 
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ture, it burned without condiming ; it was figurativeTf 
the fwidonjSs barrel of meal *which 'wafted not, and cruje of 
$il luhicb tte^er failed* 

It is not an eafy matter to add weight to the tefti- 
naony of the wuifejl man, upon the plcafure of doing 
good ; or elfe the evidence of the philofopher Epicu- 
rus is very remarkable, whofc word in this matter is 
the more to be trufted, becaufe a profcfTed fenfualid ;. 
who, amidftall the delicacies and improvements of plea- 
fure which a luxuriant fancy might ftrike out, ftill main- 
tained that the bed way of enlarging human happiness 
was, by a communication of it to others* 

And if it were neccflary here, or there were time to 
refine upon this dod^rine, one might farther maintain^ 
^ cxcluiive of the happinefs which the mind itfelf feels in 
the exercife of this virtue, that the body of man is never 
in a better date than when he i&mofl inclined to do goed 
offices: — that as nothing more contributes to health 
than a benevolence of temper, fo notliing generally is 
a ftronger indication of it. 

And what feems to confirm this opinion, is an ob* 
fcrvation, the truth of which muft be fubmittcd tO' 
every one's refleftion^— namely-^that a difinclinatioft 
and backwardnefs to do good, h often attended, if nol 
produced, by an indifpofition of the animal as well as 

rational part of us : So naturally do the foul and 

body, as in other cafes fo in this, mutually befriend, or 
prey upon each other. And indeed, fetting afidc all" 
abilrufer reafoning upon the point, I c^giiot conceive 
but that the very mechanical motions which maintaia 
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iifc, muft be performed with raore equal vigour and 
freedom in that man whom a great and good fool per. 
petually inclines to fliew mercy to the miferable, than 
they can be in a poor, fordid, felfifti wretch, whole 
■iirtle contrafted heart mela at no man's aiBiJtiom ; 
but fits brooding fo intmtly over iM own plots and 
concerns, as to fee and feel nothing; and in trudi, 
enjoy nothing beyond himfelf : and of whom one may 

' fay what that great mafter of nature has, fpeaking of 
a natural fenfe of hannonyi which I think with more 
jtiltioe may be laid ofconipaiEon, that the man who had 

— Waj Bt-for tttifoni, ftritigemi ind fpoiU : 
ThCMdTioNi of hiifpirilj are dull as night i 
And his ificAions ditk ai Enisus : 
Let no fuch man be trufltd. 

What divinct fay of the mind, naiuralifts have ob- 
ferved of the body ; that there is no paflion fo natotal 
to it as love, which it the principle of doing good ;^- 
and though inflances, like this juft mentioned, 'feem 
far from being pioo& of it, yet it is not to be doubted 
but that every hard-hearted man has felt much inward 
oppofition before he coold prevail upon himfelf to do 
afight to fix and deferve the charafler : and what we 
fiy 'of long habits of vice, that ihey arc hard to be Mb- 
dtied, may with equal truth befaid concerning the natu- 
ral impref&ons of benevolence, that a man mufi do mich 
'violence to himfelf, and fuOer many a painful (Itugglct 
b^on be can tear aw^- fo great and noble • r*" ^ 
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liisiutuTC^-Of this» antiquity has preferved a beaatifiii 
infbince in an anecdote of Alexander^ the tyrant of 
Pheres> who> though he had fo induftrioufly hardened 
liis heart, as to feem to take delight in cruelty, info- 
much as to murder many of his fubjeds every day, 
without caufe and without pity ; yet, at the bare repre- 
fentation of a tragedy, which related the misfortunes 
of Hecuba and Andromache^ he was fo toitched with 
the fi^itious diflrefs which the poet had wrought up 
in it, diat he burft out into a flood of tears. The ex- 
plication of which inconiiftency is eafy, and cafts as 
^reat a luftre upon human nature, as the man himfdf 
was a difgrace to it. The cafe feems to have be^n this : 
in real life he had been blinded with paffions, and 
thoughtlefsly hurried on by intereft or refentment :— 
but here* there was no room for motives of that kind ; 
fo that his attentioh being flrfl caught hold of, and all 
{lis vices laid aAcep; — ^then Nature awpke in tri- 
iunpk« and (hewed how deeply ihe had fown the ftods 
of compaflion in evexy man's breaft ; when . tyrants, 
with vices the mod at enmity with it, were not able ^« 
tirely to root it out. 

But this is painting an amiable virtue* . and fetting 
lier off with (hades which wicKednefs lends us, when 
ime might fafely truft to the force of her own natural 
charms, and a(k. Whether any thing under heaven, 
in its own -nature, is more lovely and engaging?— 
To illuftrate this the more, let us turn our thoughts 
within 6ur(elves, and for a moment let any number 
cf us here imagine ourfelvesat this infUnt engaged in 
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drawing the m()ft per fed and amiable charader, fuch 
as* according to our conceptions of the Deity, wc 
ihould think mod acceptable to him, and moil likely 
to be univcrfally admired by all mankind. — I appeal 
to your own thoughts^ whether the firft idea which 
offered itfclf to mo^ of our imaginations would not 
■^ be that of a compaflionate benefaftor, ftretching forth 
liis hands to raife up the hdplefs orphan? whatever 
other virtues we ihould give our hero, we ihould, all 
'agree in making him a generous friend, who thought 
the opportunities of doing good to be the only charm of 
iiis profperity : we (hould paint him like the pfalmift's 
HverofGodi overflowing the thirfty parts of the earth, 
that he might enrich them, carrying plenty and glad- 
nefs along with* him. If this were not fufficient, and 
we were dill defirous of adding a farther degree of 
perfedlion' to fo great a charader ; we ihould endea- 
vour to think of fome one» if human nature could fumifti 
fuch a pattern, who, if occafion required, was willing 
to undergo aS kinds of afflidtion, to facrifice him- 
felf, to forget his deareft interefts, and even fay dowa 

liis life for the good of mankind* ^And here,— — 

O merciful Saviour 1 how would the bright ori- 
ginal of thy unbounded goodnefs break in upon ouf 
bearts! Thou nvho becameft poor, that ^me might he 

rich though Lbrd of all this world, yet hadfi not 

' nuhere to lay thy head-^^zsA though equal in power and 
jlory to the great God of Nature,^/ «w^i;i^y 

•fnp rtputatiotty tookeft upon thee the form of a/truant* 

fubmitting thyifcUi without opcniag thy mouth, to all 

the 
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tlicindigniti« which a thanklefs and undifccming peo 
pie could ofFer ; and at length, to accomplifti our falva- 
tion, hecamt^ft obedient unto deaths fuflfering thyfclf, as OB 
this day*, to be led like a lamb in thejlaughten 

The confiderationof this ftupendous inftance of com* 
pafTion in the Son of God, is the mod unanfwerabte 
appeal that can be made to the heart of man, for the 
reafonablenefs of it in himfelf.— ^It is the great ar- 
•gument which the Apoflles ufe in ahnoft all their ex- 
hortations to good works. — Bclovedy if Cbrift fo loved 
tis — the inference is unavoidable; and gives ftrength 
and beauty to every thing elfe which can be urged 
tipon the fubjed. And therefore I have refervcd it 
-for. my laft and warmeft appeal, with which I would 
gladly finiih this difcourfe, that at leait for their fakes 
for whom it is preached, we might be left to the full 
imprefllon of fo exalted and fo feafonable a motive- 
That by refleding upon the infinite labour of this day's 
love, in the indance of Christ's death, we may con- 
iider what an immenie debt we owe each other ; and 
by calling to mind the amiable pattern of his life, in 
doing good, we might learn in what manner we may 
bed difcharge it. 

And» indeed, of all the methods in which a good 
mied would be willing to da it, I believe there can 
be none more beneficial, or comprehenflye in its 
cffedis, than tliat for which we are here met together 
-^— The proper education of poor childreu Icing the 
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{;roand-woFk of almoft every other kkid of charitf^ 
as that which makes every other fubfequent a6^ of k 
^fwer the pious expedlation of the ^ivcr. 

Without this foundation firft laid, how much kind* 
nefs in the progrefs of a benevolent man's life, is una^ 
voidably caft away! and fometimes where it is at 
fenfelefs as the expofing a tend^ plant to all the in- 
demencies of a cruel feafon, and then ^oing with 
forrow to take it. in, when the root is already dead^ 
I faid, therefore, this was the foundation of almod: 
ev«ry kind of charity >•— and might one not have added* 
of all the policy too ? fince the many ill confequencet 
which attend the want of it^ ^though grievoi^y felt 
by the parties themfelves, are no lefs fo by the com- 
jnunity of which they are members ; and moreover, 
of all mifchiefs feem the hardeft to be redrefled— In- 
fomuch, that when .one confiders the difloyal feduc* 
tions of popery on one hand, and on the other, that 
no bad man, whatever he profefTes, can be a good 
fubjedl, one may venture to fay, it had been cheaper 
and better for the nation to have borne the expence of 
inftilling found principles and good morals into the 
negleded children of the lower fort, efpecially ifi fome 
parts of Great- Britain, than to be obliged, fo often as 
we have been within this la ft century, to rife up and 
arm ourfelves againft the rebelfious effefts which the 
want of them has brought down even to our doors. 
And, in fa6l, if we are to truft antiquity, the truth 
of which in this cafe we have no reafon to difpute, 
this matter has been looked upon of fuch vaft import- 
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jmce to Ac civil happinefs and peace of a people, 
tbat foine commonwealths^ the moil eminent for po« 
litical wifdom, have chofen to make a public concern of 
it ; thinking it much fafer to be entrufted to the pru- 
-dence of the magiftrate, than to the millaken tender- 
nefs, or natural partiality, of the parent. 

It was confident with this, and befpoke a very re- 
fined fenfe of policy in the Lacedsemonians (though 
by the way, I believe, different from what more mo- 
/dern politics would have directed in like circum- 
ilances), when Antipater demanded of them fifty chil- 
dren, as hoftages for the fecurity of a diftant engage- 
ment, they made this brave and wife anfwer, *' they 
** would not-^they could not confeht :-rthey would 
** rather give him double the number of tl^cir beft 
'' grown up men."— Intimating, that, however they 
were diflreffed, they would choofe any inconvenience 
rather than fuffer the lofs of tlieir country's education ; 
and the opportunity (which if once loft can never be 
regained) of giving their youth an early tin6iture of 
religion, and biingiiig them up to a love of induftry, 
and a love of the laws and conftitution of their coun- 
try. If this (hews the great importance of a proper 
education to children of all ranks and conditions, 
what (hall we fay then of thofe whom the pr6vidence 
of God has placed in the very loweft lot of life, ut- 
terly caft out of the ffvay of knowledge, without a pa- 
rent,— fometimes, may be, without a friend to guide 
and inftrudl them, but what common pity and the ne«- 
ceflity of their fad fituation engage ; w here the 
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^dangers which furround them on evtry fide ait i§ 
^reat and many, that for ipne fortunate pafTenger in 
life, who makes way well in the world with fuch early 
-difadvantages, and fo difdial a fetting out, we may 
reckon thoufands, who every day fuffer ihipwreck, and 
are loft for ever. • 

If there is a cafe under heaven which calls out aloud 
ifor the more immediate exercife of companion, and 
"which may be looked upon as the compendium of afi 
xharity, furely it is this : and I am perfuaded ther6 
"Would want nothing more to convince the greatefl ' 
«ncmy to thefe kind of charities that it is fb, but ft 
hare opportunity of taking a nearel* view of fome ot 
the more diftrefsful objedls of it. 

Let him go into the dwellings of the unfortunate* 
Into fome mournful cottage, where poverty and af- 
fliiflion reign together. There let him behold thft 
•difconfolate widow— fitting---fteeped in tears;— thus 
forrowinjg over the infant fhe knows not how to fuc- 
cour. — " O my child> thou art now left expofed to 
*f a wide and vicious world, too full of fnarcs and 
•' temptations for thy tender and Unpradlifed age. 
^* Perhaps a parent's love may magnify thofe dangers 
<t — But when I conllder thou art driven out naked 
•* into the midftof them, without friends, without for* 
*' tune, without inftrudioni my heart bleeds before- 
hand for the evils which may come upon thee. God, 
in whom we trufted, is witnefs, fo low had his pro- 
** vidence placed us, that we never indulged one wifh 
*' to have made thee rich ;««virtaous we would have \ 
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^ made dice; for thy father, my hujhand^ m)as n good 
•* tnatii And feared the Lord^^-^^Sind though all the 
*' fruits of his care and indufhy were little enough for 
*' our fupport, yet he honeftly had determined to 
*' have fpared fomc portion of it, fcanty as it was, to 
*' have placed thee in fafety, in the way of knowledge 
" and inflruftion— But alas ! he is gone from us, ne- 
•' ver to return jnore, and with him are fled the means 
•* of doing it :»■> For, heboid the creditor is come upon 
•' us, to take all that we have."^— Grief is eloquent, 
and will not eajSly be imitated. — But let the man, who 
is the leafl friend to diflrefles of this nature, conceive 
fome difconfolate widow uttering her complaint evea 
in this manner, and let him confider, if there he any 
JbrroiJu like thisy&rroiu, fwhere^-with the Lord has afflided 
her ! or whether there can be any charity like that, of 
taking fhe child out of the mother's hofo/n, and rcfcuing 
her from thefe apprehenfions ? Should a heathen, a 
ftranger io our Holy religion and the love it taught, 
ftould he, as he journeyed^ come to the place 'where fhc 
lay, fpjhen hefaiuy ^ouldnot he ha've compajfion on her ?. 
God forbid a Chriftian (hould this day want it ! or at 
any ti;ne looi upon fucji a di^refs, and fafs hy on the 
other fide. 

Rather, let him jdo, as his Saviour taught him, hind 
up the ^wounds y and pour comfort into the heart of one 
whom the hand of God ha-s fo bruifed. Let him 
pra^life what it is, with Elijah's tranfport, to fay to thff^ 
afflidlcd widow, See, thyfon li<ueth ! — ^liveth by my cha* 
xity, and the bounty of this hour^ to all the porpc^es 
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which make life derirable,-~to be made a good marly 
and a profitable fulijeft : on one hand to be trained up 
to fuch a (enCe cf his duty, as may fecure him an in* 
tereft in the world to come"; and with regard to this 
woiidi to be lb brought up in it to a love of hotielt 
labour and induftry, as all his life long to earn and eat 
his bread with joy and thank fulnefs. 

" Much peace and happinefs reft upon the head 
*• and heart of every one who thus brings children 
*• to C H R I ST ! - May the blcffing of him that was 
•' ready to perifh come feafonably upon him !— The 
" Lord comfort him, <wibt/i hi myf ivanU it, when hr 
'■ lies upon his bed 1 make thou, O God \ all his bed 
" in his ficknefs; and for what he now feattcrs, give 
*' him, then, that peace of thine which palfeth all un- 
" derlUnding, and which nothing in this world can 
" either give or take away." Amen. 
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SERMON XLIV. 

•XHE WAYS OF PROVIDENCE JUSTIFIEJ> 

TO MAN. 

PSALM LXXIII. IZ, 15. 

9ehoU the/e are the ungodly who pro/per in the worlds 
they increafe in riches • 

ferily I ha-ve cUanfed my heart in ^ain, and 'wajhed mjf 
bands in innocency, 

THIS complaint of the Pfalmift's^ concerning the 
promifcuous diilribution of God's blefiings to 
Ae juft and unjuft,-^that the fun fhould fhine without 
dillindlion upon ttc good and the bad, — ^and rains de- 
fccnd upon the righteous and unrighteous man,— is a 
fubj€<5l that has aiForded much matter for inquiry, and* 
ftt one time or other has railed doubts to difhearten 
and perplex the minds of men. If the fovereign Lord 
cf all the earth docs look on, whence fo much diforder 
in the face of things ?-=-\vhy is it permitted, that mk 
and good men fhould be left often a prey to fo many 
miferies and diftreiTes of life,-T-whilft the guilty and 
foolifh triumph in their offences, and even the taber- 
nacles of robbers profper. 

To this it is anfwered, — that therefore there is a 
foture iUje of rew^ds and punifhipents to take place 
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after this life,— wherein all- thefe inec[uairties fHall b^ 
made even, where the circumftances of every man's - 
cafcfhall be confidered, and where God fhall be jaf- 
tified in all his ways, and every mouth fhall be flopt. 

If this was not fo, if the ungodly were to prof per iiv 
the world, and have'riches in pofleflion,— and no diiHnc-- 
tion to be made hereafter, — to what purpofe would it 
have been to have maintained our integrity ?-— Lo ! 
then, indeed, ihould I have cleanfed my heart in vain, 
and waihed my hands in innocency.- 

It is farther faid,- and what is a more diredi anfwer 
to the point, — that when Goi> created man, that hff 
might make him capable of receiving happinefs at 
his hands hereafter, — he endowed him with liberty 
and freedom of choice, without which he could not 
have been a creature accountable for his actions ; 
that it is merely from the bad ufe he makes of thefe 
gifts,— that all thofe inllances of irregularity do re- 
fult, upon which the complaint is here grounded,— 
which could no ways be prevented, but by the total 
^^[^vej-Jion of human liberty; — that fhould God 
make bare his am*, tfld if»e»ik>ri ZZ ?verv injufticc 
that is committed, — mankind might be faid" to id^ 
whut was right, — but, at the fame time, to Ibfe the 
merit of it, fmce they would aft under force and ne- 
ceffity, and not from the determinations of their own 
mind ;-— that, upon this fuppofition,— a man could with 
no more reafon expeft to go to heaven for afts of 
temperance, juflice, and humanity, than for the ordi- 
nary impulfcs of hunger and thirft, which nature di- 
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feded— that God hafi deak ^th man upon better 
terms;— he has firfl endowed him with liberty and 
£-ee-will ;■ ■ he has fet life and deaths good and 
c\'il, before him ; — that he has given him faculties to 
Und out what will be the confequences of either way 
©failing, and then left him to take which courfe his 

Yeafon ajid diredUon fhall point oat. 

« 

I ihall defift from enlarging any further upon either 
of the foregoing arguments in vindication of God's 
providence, which are urged fo often with fo much 
ibrce and convidlion, as to leave no room for a rea- 
ibnable reply ; — fince the miferies which befal the 
gOod\ and the feemiiig happihefs of the wicked, could" 
not be otherwife in fuch a free ftate and condition as 
this in which we are placed. 

In all charges of this kind', we generally -take two 
tihings for granted;— -ifl. That in the inflances we 
give, we know cert^nly the good from- die bad ; 
and, 2dly, The rciJ)e^TC ftatc of their enjoyments 
©r fufFerings. 

I fhall therefore, in the remaining part of my dlT^ 
C(Htffc> take up your time with a fhort inquiry inta 
the difficulties of coming not only at the true charac- 
ters of men,-?-but likewife of knowing either the 
degrees of their real happinefs^ or mifery, in this- 
life. 

The firftof thefe will teach us candour in our judg- 
laents of others , — the fecond, to which I fhall confine 
myfelf, will teach us humility in our rea&nings upon- 
tbis w»ysof &0D. 



For though the miferies of the good, and tKc 
profperity of the wicked, are not in general to be de- 
nied : — yet I fhall endeavour to (hew, that the parti- 
cular inftances we are apt to produce, when we cry out 
in the words of the Pfalmift, Lo ! thefc are the un« 
godly, — thefe profper, and are happy in the world ;— • 
I fay, I fhall endeavour to Ihew, that we arc fo igno- 
rant of the articles of the charge, — and the evidence 
we* go upon to make them good is fo lame and defec- 
tive, — as to be fufficient by itfelf to check all propen- 
iity to expoflulate with God's providence, allowing 
there was no other way of clearing up the matter re- 
concileably to his attributes. 

And, firft,— what certain and infallible marks haver 
we of the goodnefs or badnefs of the bulk of man-" 
kind? 

If we truft to fame and reports, — if they are good^ 
how do we know but they may proceed from partiaf 
friendlhip or flattery ? — when bad, from envy or ma-^ 
lice, from ill-natured furmifes and conffruftions oF 
things ? and on both fides, from fmall matters ag- 
grandized through miftake, — and fometimes through 
the unfkilful relatTon of even truth^ itfelf ?— From feme,, 
or all of which caufes, it happens, that the charaders 
of men, like the hiftbries of the Egyptians, are to be 
received and read with caatibn ; — "they are generally 
dreffed out and disfigured; with fo many dreams and* 
fables, that every ordinary reader fhall not be able ta 
diflinguifti truth from falfenood. — But allowing thefe 
cefle£tions to be too fevere in this matter^ — ^thatno^ 
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faeK tKing as envy ever leffened a man's charaftef, or« 
malice blackened it: — ^yet the characters of men are 
not eafily penetrated, as they depend often upon the 
retired, unfeen parts of a man's life.— The beft and 
truefl piety is moft fecret, and the worft of adlionsy 
for different reafons, will be fo too.— Some men ai'e 
modeft, and feem to take pains to hide their virtues ;• 
and, from a natural diftance and refer ve in their tem- 
.pers, fcarce fuffer their good qualities to be known :— ' 
others, on the contrary, put in prance a thoufand lit-- 
tle arts to counterfeit virtues which they have not,— - 
the better to conceal thofe vices they really have; — 
and this under fair (hows of fandHty, good-nature,, gc- 
neroiity, or fome virtue or other,---tpo fpecious to be 
feen through,— too amiable and difinterefted to be' 
fufpeftcd — Thefe hints may be fufficient to (hew how 
hard it is to come at the matter of faft:— butone may 
go a ftep further,— and fay, that even that, in many 
cafes, could we come to the knowledge of it, is not 
fufficient by itfelf to pronounce a* man either good or 
bad. — There are numbers of circumftances which at- 
tend every action of a man's life, which can never 
come to the knowledge of the world, -^^-yet ought to be' 
known, and well weighed, before fentence with any 
juftice can be pafled upon him.— —A man may have 
different views, and a different fenfe of thmgs from 
what his judges have, and what he underftands and 
feels, and what paffes with him, may be a fecret 
treafured up deeply there for ever. — A man, througb 
k>dily infirmity, or fome complcxional defeft, which 
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perkaps is not m his power to corre£l,-Hnay be fii8- 
je£l to inadvertencies, — to ftarts,— and unhappy turna- 
of temper ; he may lie open to fnares he is not always, 
aware of; or, through ignorance and want of infor- 
mation and proper helps, he may labour in the dark :— • 
in all which c&fes he may do many things which are 
wrong in themfelves, and yet be innocent ; — ^at leaft air 
obje<5l rather to be pitied than cenfured with fe verity 
and ill-will.— Thefe are difficulties which ftand iiv 
•very one's way in the forming a judgment of the 
charadlers of others.— But, for once, let us fup-- 
pofe them all to be got over, fo that we could fee the 
bottom of every man's heart ; — ^let us allow that the 
word rogue or honeft man, was wrote fo legibly in 
every man's face, that no one could poffibly miftake 
it ;— yet Hill the happinefs of both the one and the 
other, which is the only faft that can bring the charge 
home, is what we have fo little certain knowledge of,— ^ 
that, bating fome flagrant inftances,— whenever we 
venture to pronounce upon it, our decifions are little 
more than random guefles. ■ For who can fearch the- 

heart of man ! ^it is treacherous even to ourfelves, 

and much more likely to impofe upon others. — Evea 
in laughter (if you will believe Solomon) ;he heart is 
forrowf ul ; i/je mind fits drooping^ njohiljl the co:mte^ 

nance is gay :— and even he who is the obje^of envy to 
thofe who look no further than the furface of his eftate>. 
— may appear at the fame time worthy of compaflion' 
to thofe who know his private recefles. — Befides thi8». 
a man's unhappinefs is not to be afcertvncd fo n^ridlllt • . 
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' fronrwliat is known to have befallen Kim^ ■ a s frour 
his particular turn and caft of mind, and capacity of 
bearing it.' Poverty, exile, lofs of-fameor fliends^ 
the death of chiidren> the deareft of all pledges of a. 
man's happinefs* make not equal impreifions upon every 
temper.— You will fee one man undergo, mth fcarce 
\txe expence of a figh,-— what anothel^, in the bittemeft 
•f his foul, would go mourning for all* his life long :— 
nay, a haAy word, or an unkind look, to a foft and 
tender nature, wilKhike deeper than a fword to the 
hardened and fenfelefs. — If riiefe reflections hold true 
with regard to misfortunes, they are the-fame with re- 
gard to enjoyments :*-we are formed diffcrendyi— 
have different taftes and perceptions of things; — by 
the force of habit, education, or a particular caft of 
xiind,-r-it' happens thut neither the ufe or pofTeflion of 
the fame enjoyment and advantages, produce the fame 
happinefs and. contentment; but that it differs in ^very 
man almoil according to his temper and complexion :— - 
£o that, the felf-fame happy accidents in life, whicli 
fhall give raptures to the choleric or fanguine mani. 
fljall be received, with indifference by the cold and 
phlegmatic ;— and fo oddly, perplexed are thfe accounts 
of both human happinefs and mifery in this world,— 
that trifles, light, as air, fliall be able to make the hearts ~ 
of ibme men fing for joy ;-?— at the fame* time that 
others, with real Ueffings and advantages, without the 
gower of ufing them^. have their hearts heavy and dif* 
contented, 
^as I , if the principles of contentment are not withii> 
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But fuppofe it othcrwife, — ^tiat the happmefi andfl^ 
prosperity of bad men were as great as our general 
camplaints make them ;-— and> what is not the cafe^-— »- 
that we were able to clear up the matter, or anfwer 
it reconcileably with God's juftice and providence,— 
what (hall we infer ?— Why, the moft becoming con- 
clufion is,— — that it is one inftance more, out of many 
others, of our ignorance : . why fhould this, or anjt 
other religious diiEculty he cannot comprehend, — ^wh]r 
fhould it alarm him more than ten thoufand other diffi- 
culties which every day elude his moft exa€l and attentive 
fearch ? ■ ■■■Does not the meaneft flower in the fields- 
or the fmalleft blade of grafs, baffle the underftahding 

of the moft penetrating mind ? Can the deepeft 

inquiries after nature tell us, upon what particular fize 
and motion of parts the various colours and taftes of 
vegetables depend ^5" — why one fhrub is laxative,— 
another reftringent ;— why arfenic or hellebore ihould. 
lay wafte this noWe frame of ours,— or opium lock up 
all the inroads to our fenfes,— and plunder us, in fo- 
mercilefs a manner, of reafon and underlknding ?— ^ 
Nay, have not the moft obvious things, that come in 
our way, dark fides, which the quickeft fight cannot 
penetrate into ; and do not the cleareft and moft exalt- 
ed underftandings find themfelves puzzled, and at » 
lofs, in every particle of matter I 

Go then, — ^proud man !— and whenthy head turns gid- 
dy with opinions of thy own wifdom, that thou wouldfl 
corred the meafures of the Almighty, — go then, — take 
a full view of thyfelf in this glafs j-^confider thy owa 

faculties. 
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^^(&calties, how narrow and impcrfedl ;— how much they 
tut chequered with truth and £dfehood ; — how" litde 
arrives at thy knowledge, and how darkly and confii- 
(edly thou difcemeft even that little as in a glafs : 
confider the beginnings and endings of things^ the 
greatefl and the fmallefly how they all confpire to baiHe 
thee ;— — and which way eve* 1 ou profecuteft thy in- 
quiries / what freih fubjedts of amazement,->-and 
what frefh reafons to believe there are more yet behind 
which thou canft never comprehend.— Confider,— . 
diefe arc but part of his ways ; — how httle a portion is 
heard of him ? Canft thou, by fearching,. find out God ? 
wouldft thou' fchow the Almighty to perfection ? — 'Tis 
as high as heaven. What canft thou do ?— *tis deeper 
tiian hell, how canft thou know it ? 

Could we but fee the myfterious workings of Provi- 
dence, and were we able to comprehend the whole plan 
of his infinite wifdom and goodnefs, which poffibry may 
be the cafe in the final confummation of air things ;— 
thofe events, which we are now fo perplexed to account 
for, would probably exalt and magnify his wifdom, 
and make us cry out with the Apoftle, in that rapturous 
exclamation, — O ! the depth of the riches both of the 
goodnefs and wifdom of God ! — ^how unfeaychable arc? 
liis ways, and his paths paft finding out ! 
. Now to God, &c« 
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THE HISTORY OF A WATCH COAT. 

.«* For fome time Mr. Sterne lived, in a retired 
manner, upon a fmall curacy in Yorkfhire, and pro- 
bably would have remained in the fame obfcurity, 
if his lively genius had not difplayed itfcif upon an 
occalion which fecured him a friend, and pa.ved' the 
way for his promotion. A peribn who filled a lucra- 
tive benefice, was not fatisfied with enjoying it dur- 
ing his own life -time, but exerted all his intereft to 
have it entailed on his wife and fon after his deceafe t 
the gentleman that expeded the reverfion of this poft 
was Mr. Sterne\ friend, who had not, however, fuffi- 
cient influence to prevent the fuccefs of his adverfary* 
At this time Sterne's fatirical pen operated fo ftrongly> 
that the intended monopolizer informed him, if he 
would fupprefs the publication of his farcafm, h^ 
would reAgn his preteniions to the next can-» 
didate.'* 
The title of this piece> it appears^ was to h^ve bcen^ 
'* The Hiftory of a good warm Watch-Coat, with 
'^ which the prefent poflefTor is not content to cover 
•' his own ihoulders, unlefs he can cut out of it a pet- 
♦' ticoat for his wife, and a pair of breeches for Us 
" fon.'* * 

A lette;r from mr. sterne, to ••••• 

TFN my laft, for want of fomethmg better to write 
-^ about> I told you what a world of Yending and 
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proving we have had of late, in this little village * of 
©urs> about an old pair of black plulh breeches, which 
Jo/j/i f , our parifh clerk, about ten years ago, it feems, 
had made a promife of to one Tnm %, who is our fexton 
and dog-whipper.— To this you write me word, that 
you have had more than either one or two occalions 
to know a good deal of the Ihifty behaviour of the faid 
Maflcr 7'nm — and that you are allomflied, nor can you 
for yoar foul conceive, how fo worthlefs a fellow, and 
fo worthlefs a thing into the bargain, could become 
the occafion of fo much racket as I have repre- 
fented.— 

Now, though you do not fay exprefsly, you could 
wifh to hear any. more about it, yet I fee plainly enough 
I have raiftd your curiofity ; and therefore, from the 
fame motive, that I flightly mentioned it at all in my 
laft letter, I will in this give you a full and very circum* 
flantial account of the whole affair. 

But, before I begin, I muft flrft fet you right in one 
very material point, in which I have miflcd you, as to 
the true cauft of all this uproar amongH us — ^tvhfch* 
does not take its rife, as I then told you, from the 
affair of the breeches, but on the contrary, the whole 

aiFair of the breeches has taken its rife from it To 

underlland wliich you muH know, that the firft be- 
ginning of the fquabble was not between JoJIpn the 
parifh clerk and Trm the iexton, but betwixt tha- 
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parfon* of the parifli and the faid Maffer Trim about 

an old ^watch-coat thjit had hung up many years in the- 

church, which Trim had fet his heart upon ; and no- 

thing would Terve Trim but he muH take it home iiu 

order to have it converted into a ^varm under petticoat 

for his wife, and a jerkin for himfelf againft winter ^ 

which, in a plaintive tone, he moil humbly begged hi» 

reverence would confent to. 

' I need not tell you. Sir, who have fo often feh it^ 

that a principle of ftrong, compaffion tranfports a ge-^ 

nerous mind fometimes beyond what is ftridtly right ;;, 

—the parfon was within an ace of being an honourable- 

example of this very crime— for no fooner did the 

diflin6l y/ords'^Petticoat — poor 'wife^-^'warm-^'winter,. 

ftrike upon the ear-^but his heart warmed — and before 

Trim had well got to the end of his petition (being a.. 

gentleman of a frank open temper) he told him he was. 

welcome to it with all his heart and foul.— —But,, 
fl 

Trim, fays he, as you fee I ambut juft got down to- 
'^v livino'* and am an uttp** ft'">-">-eJ.. ♦'> ^^ r.orifVi tnat- 

ters, knowing nothing about this old watch-coat yoai 
beg of me, having never feen it in my life, and there-, 
fore cannot be a judge whether 'tis fit for fuch a pur-*. 
pofe ; or, if it is, in truth know not whether 'lis mine- 
to beftow upon you or not-^you muft have a week 
Often days* patience, 'till I can make fome inquiries, 
about it— and, if I find it is in my power,^ I tell yoa. 
4gain, man, your wife is heartily welcome to an under«- 

• Apb. H tt oa ^ * 
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petticoat oat of it, and -you to a jerkin, were the thing 
as gc od again as you reprefent it. 

It is necefiary to inform you Sir, in this pTaCe, that 
the parfon w^as earncftly bent to fcrve ^n'm in this 
affair, not only from the motive of generofify, which 
I have juftly afcribed to him, but likewife from ano- 
ther motive, and that was by making fome fort of 
lecompence for a multitude of fmall fer vices which 
Trim had occafionally done, and indeed was conti- 
nually doing (as he was much about the houfe) when 
his own man was out of the way. — For all thefe rea« 
fons together, 1 fay, the parfon of the parifti intended 
to ferve Trim in this matter to the utmoft of his power. 
All that was wanting, was prcvioufly to inquire if 
any one had a claim to it, or whether as it had, time 
immemorial, hung up in the church, the taking it 
down might raife a claii:our in the pacifli. Thefe in- 
quiries were the things that Trim dreaded |p his heart 
' ■ he knew very well, that, if the prfon (hould 
but .fay one wcixi to the church-wardens about it, 
there would be an end of the whole affair. For this 
and fome other reafons not neceffary to be told you 
at prefent. Trim was for allowing no time in this mat* 

ter but on the contrary, doubled his diligence and 

importunity at the vicarage houfe — plagued the whole 
family to death — preffed his fuit morning, noon, and 
night, and, to Ihorten my ftory, teazed the poor gen- 
tleman, who was but in an ill Hate of health, almofb out 
of his life about it» 
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Tt)u will not wonder when I tell yoti,^ that all thii 
hurry and precipitation, on the fide of mafter Jrim, 
produced its natural efled on the fide of the parfon, 
and that was; a fufpicion that all was not right at the 
bottom ^ ' 

He, was one evening fitting alone in his iludy, 
-weighing and turning this doubt every way in his 
mind ; and after an hour and a half's fcrious delibera- 
tion upon the affair, and running over Trinh btha- 

viour throughout he was juft faying to himfelf — // 

snuft be Jo when a fudden rap at the door put an end 

to his foliloquy, and in a few mlRutes to his doubts 
too ; for a labourer in the town, who deemed himfelf 
pall his fifty-fecond year, had been returned by the 
conftables in the militia lift — and he had come with 
Si groat in his hand to fearch the parifh regifler for his 
age* The parfon bid the poor fellow put the groat 
into his pocket, and go into the kitchen — then (hutting 
the ftudy door, and taking down the parilh regis- 
ter 'who kmivSi fays he, but I may find Jomething here 

abmt this /elf fame nvatch-coat P He had fcarce un- 
clafped the book, in faying this, when he popped on 
the very ^hing he wanted, fairly wrote in the firft 
page, pafted to the infide of one of the covers, where- 
on was a memorandum about the very thing in 

queftion in thefe exprefs words. Memorandum . 

*^ The_ great watch-coat was purchafed and given, 
** about two hundred years ago, by the lord of the 
'* manor, to the parifh church, to the fole ufe and be- 
*« topf of the poor fexton thereof, and their -fuc- 

♦•ccfibx* 
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«* ceffors £&[ ever, to be worn by them refpeffively 
^' in winterly cold , flights, in ringing complines, pajjinj^ 
«' bells y l^c. which the faid lord of the manor had done 
** in piety to keep the poor wretches warm, and for the 
*' good of his own foul, for which they were direded to 
^* pray, &c*'* Juji Heaven! . faid the parfon to himfclf, 
booking upwards, ixihat an efcape ha*ve I had! Give 
this for an under-petticoat to Trim's nuife! I nvauld not 
ho've con/ented to fuch a deftcration to the primate of at 
£ngland — nay, I nmuld Mt have difturbed afingle button 
if it for all my tithes* 

Scarce were the * words out of his moutb, when in 
.pops Trim Vith the whole fubjedt of the exclamation 
tinder both his arms — ^I fay under both his arms — foe 
he had a^ually got it xipt and cut out ready, his own 
jerkin under one arm, and the petticoat under the other, 
in order to carry to the taylor to be made up, and had 
juft ftepped in, in high fpirits, to (how the parfon how 
-cleverly it had held out. 

There are now many good iimilics fubfifting in the' 
^'orld, but which I have neither time to recolledl or 
look for, which would give you a ftrong conception 
of the aftonilhment and honeft indignation, Vhich 
this unexpected ftroke of Trim'% impudence impreffed 
upon the parfon's looks — let it fuffice to fay, that it 
exceeded all fair defcription — as well as all power of 
proper refentment except this, that H'rim was or- 
dered in a ftem voice, to lay the ' bundles down upoft 
the table — ^to go about his bufinefs, and wait upon him 
at his peril, the next morning at eleven prccifely.— 
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Againft thU hour, like a wife man, the parfon had Teat 
-to defire yoiir, the parift\ clerk, who bcre an exceed- 
ing good character as a man of truth, and who, hav- 
ing moreover a pretty freehold of ahout eighteen 
pounds a year in the lownfliip, was a leading man in 
it ; and upon the whole, was fuch a one, of whom it 
might be faid, that he rather did honour to his office 
than his office did honour to lura — him he fends for, 
■with the church- wardens, and one of the Cdefraen, a 
grave, knowing old man, to be preTent — for, as 7'rim 
liad with-held the whole ttuth from the paribn touch- 
ing the watch-coat, he thought it probable he would 
2s certainly do the fame thing to others. Though thi^ 
I faid, was wife, the trouble of the precaution might 
"have been fpared — becaufe the parfon's charafler wai 
■nnblemilhed — and he had ever been held by the world 
in the eflimation of a man of honour and integrity.— 
Trim's charafler, on the contrary, was as well known, 
if not in the world, at leall in aU theparilh, to be that 
of a little, dirty, pimping, petty-fogging, ambidextroui 
fellow — who neither cared what he did or faid of any, 
provided he could get a penny by it. This might, I 

faid, have made any precaution needlefs butyoK 

muft know, as the parfon had in a manner but juft 
got down to his living, he dreaded the eonfequencei . 
of the leaft ill impreffion on his firft enlranci: among 
liis patifbioners, which would have difaHed him from m 

<doing the good he wifbed fi> tl 

bis fiock, more than the necd&i/ c. 
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Jht was refolved not to lie at the mercy of what refcflt. 
mcnt might vent, or malice lend an ear to. 

Accordingly the whole matter was rehearfed, from 
firft to laft, by the parfon, in the manner I've told 
you, in the hearing of 7©^//, the pariih clerk, and in the 
prefence of 7>/w. 

Trim had little to fay for himfelf, except ** that the 
paxibo had abfolurely promifed to befriend him and his 
ivife in the affair to the utmoft of his power ; that the 
watch- coat was certainly in liis power* and that he 
might flill give it him if he pleafed," 

To this the parfon's reply was (hort, but ftrong, 
** That nothing w as in his /xfwer to do but what he 
could do honeftly — that, in giving the coat to him and 
his wife, he (hould do a manifeft wrong to the next 
fexton, the great watch- coat being the moft comfort, 
able part of the place — that he fhould moreover injure 
" the right of his own fucceflbr, who would be juft fo 
much a worfc patron -as the worth of the coat amount- 
ed to ; and, in a word, he declared, that his whole 
intent in promifing that coat was charity to Trhn^ but 
nurong to no man — that was a referve, he faid, made in 
all cafes of this kind : and he declared folemnly, in 'ver» 
ho /accrdotis, tViat this was his meaning, and was fo 
underftood by frim himfel£" 

With the weight of this trutli, and the great good 
fcnfe and ftrong reafon which accompanied all the. 
parfon faid on the fubjecl — ^poor Trim Was driven to 
the Jtiil (Vilu — and begged he might be fuffered to plead 
iris right and title to the watch-coat, if not by fromi/et 

XL 
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at Icaft by firvUnde — ^it was well known how much 
he was intitled to it upon thefe fcores : that he had 
black'd the parfon's (hoes without count, and greafed 
his boots above fifty times — that he had run for eggs 
in the town upon all occafions— whetted the knives 
at all hours— catched his hor{e> and rubbed him down 
—that, for his wife, (he had been ready upon all oc- 
cafions to char for them ; and neither he nor (he, to 
the beft of his remembrance, ever took a farthing, or 
any thing beyond a mug of ale. — ^To this aceount of 
his fervices he begged leave ftill to add thofe of hit 

wi(hes, which, he faid, had been equally great he 

affirmed and was ready, he faid, to make it appear^ 
by a number of witne(res, he had drank his reverence's 
health a thoufand times (by the bye he did not add» 
out of the parfon's own ale) — that he had not not only 
drank his health, but wiflied it, and never came to 
the houfe but he afked his man kindly how he did ; that 
in particular, about half a year ago, when his reve- 
rence cut his finger in paring an apple, he went half 
a mile to a(k a cunning woman what was good to 
ftaunch yood, and adually returned with a cobweb in 
his breeches-pocket. Nay, fays Trim^ it was not c 
fortnight ago, when your reverence took that llrong 
purge, that I went to the far end of the whole town 
to borrow you a clofe-flool — and came back, as the 
neighbours, who flouted me, will bear witnefs, with 
the pan upon my head, and never thooght it t^: 
much." Trim concluded this pathetic 
with faying, «' he hoped his reveieiice'a 
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not fuficr him to requite fo many faithfvl fetvices hf 
fo unkind a return : — ^that if it was fo, he was the firftt 
fo he hoped he fhould be the lafl example of a man 
of his condition fo treated." This |4an of Trim*s de- 
fence^ which Trim had put himielf upon» could admit 
of no other reply than a general fmile. — ^Upon the 
whole, let me inform you, that all that could be faid 
/foandf#*,on both fides, being fairly heard, it was 
plain that Trim in every part of this affair had behaved 
tery ill — and one thing, which was never expefted 
to be known of him, happened in the courfe of this 
debate to come out againft him, namely, that he had 
gone and told the parfon, before he had ever fet foot 
is the parilh, that Jokfr, his pariih clerk — his church- 
wardens, and fome of the heads of the parifh, were a 
parcel of fcoundrcls. Upon the uplhot. Trim was 
kick'd out of doors, and told at his peril never to 
come there again. 

At firft. Trim huff'd and bounced moft terribly— 
fwore he would get a warrant — that nothing would 
ierve him but he would call a bye-law, and tell the 
whole parifh how the parfon had mifufcd him : but 
cooling of that, as fearing the parfon might poflibly 
bind him over to his good behaviour, and, for aught 
he knew, might fend him to the houfe of corredion, 
he lets tlie parfon alone, and to revenge himfelf, falls 
upon the poor clerk, u ho had no more to do in the 
quarrel than you or 1— rips up tic promife of the old 
— caft— pair of black— -plufli—brce.hes ; and raifes an 
uproar in the town about it, notwithftanding it had 

flept 
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flept ten years— but all this, you mnft know, is looked 
upon in n© other light but as an artful ftroke of gerre- 
ralfhip in Trim to raife a duft and cover himfclf under 
Ae difgraceful chaftifement he has undergone. 

If your curiofity is not yet fatisfied — I will now 
proceed to relate the battle of the breeches in the fame 
manner J have done that of th6 watchcoat. 

Be it known then, that about ten years ago, when 
^ j^ohn was appointed parifli-clerk of this church, this 
faid Trim took no fmall pains to get into fohn's good 
graces, in order, as it afterwards appeared, to coax ti 
promife out of him of a pair of breeches, which John 
had then by him, of black plulh, not much the worfc 
for wearing — Trim only begged, for God's fake, to 
have them bellowed upon him when John ftiould think 
fit to call them. , , 

Trim was one of thofe kind of men who loved a bit * - 
of finery in his heart, and would rather have a tat- '^, 
ter'd rag of another body's, than the beft plain whole 
thing his wife could fpin him. 

John, who was naturally unfufpicious, made no 
more difficulty in promifing the breeches than -ttie 
parfon had done in promifing the great coat; and in- 
deed with fomething Icfs refcrve — becaufe the breeches 
were Johns oivn, and he could give them, without 
wrong, to whom he thought fit. 

It happened, I was going to fay unluckily, for Trim, 
for he was the only gainer by it, that ^, quajrel, about 
fome fix or eight weeks after this, broke out betw ixt 
the late parfon of the parilh and John the clerk 

P 2 *^XCi^^^^ 



■ •%.' 



'(316) 

Somebody (and it was thought to be nobody but 
Trim) had put it into the parfon's head, that Johnt 
de(k in the church was at leail four inches higher 
than it ihould be — ^that the thing gave ofiTence* and 
was indecorous^ inafmuch as it approached too near 
upon a level with the parfon's delk itfelf. — ^This hard« 
(hip the parfon complained of loudly ^ and told Johnt 
one day after prayers, " he could bear it-no longer— 
and would have it altered, and brought down as it 
fhould be.'* yohn made no other reply, but ** that the 
defk was not of his raifing: — that 'twas not one hair 
breadth higher than he found it — and that as he found 
it fo he would leave it. — In (hort, he would neither 
make an encroachment, neither would he fuffer one." 
The * late parfon might have his virtues, but the 
leading part of his charader was not humility — fo that 
yohns iliffnefs in this point was not likely to recon- 
cile matters. — This was TnWs harveft. 

After a friendly liint to yoh/t to (land his ground, 
away hies Trim to make his market at the vicarage.^— « 
* What paffed there I will not fay, intending not to be 
uncharitable ; fo (hall content myfelf with only guefl*- 
ing at it from the fudden change that appeared in 
Trim's drefs for the better — for he had left his old 
ragged coat, hat, and wig, in the liable, and was come 
forth flrutting acrofs the church^yard, clad in a good 
charitable cad coat, large hat, and wig, which the par- 
fon bad juft given him. — Ho! ho! hollo! yohtt, cries 

♦ Abp. H— rr— g. 
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T't'/z/t, in an infolent J)ravo, as loud as he could bawi 
i — fte here, my lad, how fine I am ! — The more (hamc 
for you, anfwered 'Johru fcrioufly — Do you think. 
Trim, fays he, fuch finery, gained by fuch fendces. 

becomes you, or can wear well ? Fy iipon it. Trim I 

I could not have expefted this from you, confidcring 
what friendihip you pretended, and how kind I have 
ever been to you — ^how many (hillings and fixpences, 
I have generoufly lent you in your diilreffes. — Nay, 
it was but the- other day that I promifed you thefe 
black plulh breeches I have on. — Rot your breeches, 
quoth Trim (for Trim'^ brain was half tum'd with bst 
new finery) rot your breeches, fays he— I would not 
take them up were they laid at my dopr-f-giye them, ' 

" smd be d d to you, to whom you like — ^I would 

kave you to know I can have a better pair of the par« ^ 
fon'« any day in the week. — John tdd him plainly, 
as his word had once pafled him, he had a fpirit above 
taking advantage of bis infolence in giving them awajr 
to another—- but, to tell him his mind freely, he thought 
he had got fo many favours of that kind, and was fa 
likely to get many more for the fame fervices, of the 
parfon, that he had better give up the breeches/ with 
good-nature, to fome one who would be more thank* 
ful for them. 

Here John mentioned * Mark Slender (who, it feemt, 
the day before had afked John for them) not knowing 
they were under prqmife to Trim — ** Come, Trim,^ 
fays he, " let poor Mark have them — ^)'ou know he ha» 
net ar pair to his a — : befides/you fee he is juft of my 
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fize^ and they will fit to a T; whereas If I give *ca 
to you, look ye, they are not worth much ; and be- 
£des, you could not get your backfide into them, if 
you had them ; without tearing them all to pieces.*'— 
Every tittle of this was moft undoubtedly true, for 
Trim, you muft know, by foul feeding, and playbg the 
gocKd fellow at the parfon*s, was grown fomewhat 
grofs about the lower parts, ifaot higher ; fo that, as all 
John faid upon the occasion was fa<fl. Trim with much 
ado, and after a hundred hums and hahs, at lafl, out of 
mere compaflion to Marktfigns^feaLst and delivers up 
ALL RIGHT, Intbrbst, and prbteksions 

WHATSOEVBR, TN, AND TO TUB SAID BREBCHBS> 
7HBRBBT BINDING Hit BBIRS, BXECVTORS, AD- 
B1INISTRAT0R8 AND ASSIGNS, NBVER MORE TO 
CALL THE SAID CLAIM IN QPESTION.— AU thll 

renunciation was fet forth, in an ample manner, to be 
in pure pity to Mark*^ nakednefs — ^but the fecret was. 
Trim had an eye to, and firmly expeded, in bis own 
mind, the great green pulpit iloth, and old velvet 
'* eufiiion, which were that very year to be taken down 
>»-which, by the bye, coald he have wheedled John a 
Ibcond time, as Jl^ had hoped, would have made up the 
lofs of the breeches feven-fold. 

Now, you muft know, this pulpk-cloth and cttihion> 
were not in John*i gift, but in the chui^eh-wardens, &c. 
However, as I faid above,, that John was a leading 
man in the parifh. Trim knew he could help him ta 
*em if he would— but John had got a furfeit bf him— -^ 
fo, when the pulpit-cloth, kz, were taken down, they 
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were immediately given {^Jobu having a great fay in 
it) to * William Doe, who underftood very well what 
ufe to make of them. 

As for the old breeches, poor Mark lived to wear 
them but a Ihort time, and they got into the poflef- 
(lon of f Lorry Slim, an unlucky wight, by whom 
they arc ftill worn— in truth, as you will guefs, they 
are very thin by this time. 

Bat Lorry has a light iieart, and what recommendt 
them to him is this, that, as thin as they are, he knows 
that Trim, let him fay what he will to the contrary, 
dill envies the poffejfor of them, and with all hit 
pride would be very glad to wear them after bim. 

Upon this footing have thefe affairs flept quietly 
for near ten years— and would have flept for ever, 
but for the unlucky kicking bout, which, as I faid» 
has ripped this fquabble up afrefli^; fo that it was no 
longer ago than laft week, that Trim met and infulted 
John, in the public town-way before a hundred peo* 
pl^— tax*d him. with the promife of the old cafl p^ 
of black breeches, notwithflanding Trixcr's folemn re- 
nunciation-^twitted him with the pu]]nt-cloth and 
velvet cuihion— as ^ood as told him he was ignorant 
^f the common duties of hb clerkfliip ; adding, very 
infolently, that he knew not fo much as to give out a 
common pfalm in tune. 

John contented himfclf by ^ving a plain anfwer to 
every article that Trim had laid to his charge, and ap- 
pealed to his neighbours, who remembered the whole 
• Mr. Birdm^e. f Laarcnoe auiH« 
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u lie knew there ^t neYer any thing 
to be got by wreAling with a chimney- fweeper* he 
was going to take his leave of Trim for ever. But 
^ hold— 4he mob by this time had got round them, and 
their high mightineffes infifted upon havbg Trim tried 
vpon the fpot.' 

Trim was accordingly tried, and, after a full hear- 
ing, was convided a fecond time, and handled more 
roughly by one or more of them, than even at the 
parfon's.1 

Trim, fays one, are you not afhamed of yourfelf to 
make all tlus rout and difturbance in the town, and 
fct neighbours together by the ears, about an old— - 
worn— out— pair of caft— breeches, not worth half a 
crown ? Is there a caft coat, or a place in the whole 
town, that will bring you in a (hillmg, but what yoi| 
have inapped up, like a greedy hound as you are ? 

In the firft place, are you not fexton and dog» 
whipper> worth three pounds a year ? Then you beg- 
ged the church-wardens to let your wife have the 
waflung and darning of the church-linen, which brmgs 
you in thirteen (hillings and four-pence ; then you 
have fix (hillings and eigh^pence for o9ing and wind- 
kg up the cfock, both paid you at Eafter— the pound- 
er's place, whkh k worth forty (hillings a year, you 
have got that toe — ^you are the bailiff, which the late 
parfon got you, which brings you in forty (hillings 
more. 

Befides all this, you have fix pounds a year, paid 
]rou quarterly, for being mole-catcher to the parUh.— ^ 

Aye» 
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Aye, fays the lucklefs* wight above-mendoned (who 
was (landing clofe by him with the plufh breeches on) 
** you are not only moIe-catcher> 7Vi«r, but you catch 
STRJr CONIES too in the ^ari, and you pretext a 
licence for it, which, I trow, will be looked into at 
the next quarter feffions." I mountain it, I have 
licence, fays Trim, blufhing as red as fcarlet — ^I have 
a licence, and, as I farm. a warren in the next pari(h» 
I will catch conies every hour of the night. T'ou catch 
ionies ! fays a toothlefs old woman juft paffing by. 

This fet the mob a laughing, and fent every man 
home in perfeft good humour, except Trim, who wad- 
dled very flowly off with that kind of inflexible gra- 
vity only to be equalled by one animal in the creation^ 
and furpalTed by none. 

I am. 

Sir, yours, &c. &«» 

POSTSCRIPT. 

T HAVE broke open my letter to inform you, that I 
-*- mifled the opportunity of fending it by the mef- 
fcnger, who I expcfted would have called upon me 
in his return through this village to York; fo it has 
lain a week or ten days by me-— I am not forry for the 
difappointment, becaufe fomething has fince happened, 
in continuation of this affair, which I am thereby 
enabled to tranfmit to you all under one trouble. - 

When I finilhed the above account, I thought (as 
did every foul in the parifti) Trim had met with io 
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AofcnsgH a reBufF from John the pariih clerk> an J the 
iDwnsfblksy who all took againU hiin> that Trim would 
be glad to be quiet> and let the matter reft. 

But, it Teems, it is not half an hour ago iin6e Trim 
Allied forth again, and, having borrowed a fow- 
gclder's horn, with hard blowing he got the whole 
town round him, and endeavoured to raife a diihir- 
1>ance, and fight the whole battle over again — alledged 
that he had been ufed in 'the lad fray worfe than a 
dog, not by John the parifh clerk, for he ihould not, 
«uoth Trinty have valued him a rufli fingle hands — 
but all the town fided with him, and twelve men in 
kuckram fet upon me, all at once, and kept me in play 
at fword's point for three hours together. 

Be/ides, quoth Trim, there were two mifbegotten 
knaves in Kendal green, wIk) lay all the while in am- 
bulh in yobn^s own houfe, and they all fixteen came 
vpon my back, and let drive at me all together — a 
plague, fays Trim^ of all cowards. 

Trim repeated this (lory above a dozen times, which 
made fome of the neighbours pity him, thinking the 
poor fellow crack-brained, and that, he a^uaUy be- 
lieved what he faid. 

After this. Trim dropped the affair of the breeches, 
and began a frefh difpute about the reading-dcik, 
which I told you had occafioncd fome fmall difpute be- 
tween the late parfon and John fome years ago. — This 
reading -defk, as you will obferve, was but an epifode 
woven into the main ftory by the bye, for the main 
aflfair was the battle of the breeches and the great ccat. 

However, 
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However, Trim being at laft driven out of thcfe two 
citadels — ^he has feized hold, in his repeat, of this 
reading-deOc, with a view, as it feems, to tak6 (helter 
behind it. ' . " 

I cannot fay but the man has fought it out obftinately 
enough, and, had his caufe been good, I fhould have 
really pitied him. For, when he was driven out of 
the ^reatmjatch' coat, you fee he did not run away; no 
—he retreated behind the breeches; and, when he 
could make nothing of it behind the breeches, he got 
behind the reading-defk. To what other hold Trim 
will next retreat, the politicians of this village are- not 
agreed. Some think his next move will be towards 
the rear of the parfon's boot; but, as it is thought- he « 
cannot make a long fland there, others are of opinion, 
that Trim will once more in his life get hold of the par- 
fon's horfe, and chairge upon him, or perhaps behind 
him : but as the horfe is not eafy to be caught, the 
more general opinion is, that, when he is driven out 
of the reading-defk, he will make his laft retreat in 
fuch a manner, as, if poflible, to gain the clc/e-JIoel, and 
defend himfelf behind it to the very laft drop. 

If Trim fhould make this movement, by my advice 
he ftiould be left befivje his citadel, in full poffeflion 
of the field of battle, where *tis certain he will keep 
every body a Iragiie off, and n>ay hop by himfelf 'till 
he is weary. Eefides, as 7'rim fecms bent on purging 
himfelf, and may have abund?.nce of fcul humours to 
work off, I tliink it cannot be better placed, 

P 6 But 






I 3H > 

But this 18^ all fpecBlation — Let oie carry jou back 
to matter of fafl^ and tell you what kind of (land Trim 
has aduaUy made behind the faid delk ; " Neighbours 
and townfmen all, I will be fworn before my lord 
mayor, that yobm and his niaeteen men in buckrqm have 
abttfed me worfe than a dog; for they told you I play'd 
fail and go loofe with the late parfon and him, in that 
old difpute of theirs about the reading-dejk, and that I 
made matters worfe between them, and not better." 

Of this charge Trim declared he was as innocent as 
the child that was unborn — that he would be book* 
fworn he had no hand in it. 

, He produced a ftrong witncfs, and moreover infinu- 
ated, that John himfelf, inflead of being angry for what 
he had done in it, had adually thanked him — Aye, 
Y'rim, fays the wight in the plufli breeches, but that 
was. Trim, the day before JohnioMwdi thee out. Be- 
fides, Trirn^ there is nothing in that, for the very year 
that you was made town's pounder, thou knoweft well 
that I both thanked thee myfelf, and moreover gave 
thee a good warm fupper for turning Jo^n Lund's cows 
and horfes out of my hard corn clofe, which if thou 
hadft not done, (as thou toldft me) I fliould hav^ loft 
my whole crop; whereas John Luxd &nd Thomas Pau, 
who are both here to teftify, and are both willing to 
take their oaths on't, that thou thyfelf were the very 
man who fet the gate open — and after all , it was- not 
hee, Trimt 'twas the blackfmith's poor lad who turn- 
ed them out— «^fo that a man may be thanked and 

rewarded 
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rewarded too* for a good turn which he never did* 
nor ever did intend. 

Trim could not fuftain this unexpcfted ftroke— fo 
Trim inarched off the field without colours flying*, or 
his horn founding* or any other enfigns of honour 
whatever. — Whether after this Trim, intends to rally 
a (econd time — or whether he may not take it into his 
head to claim the vidory — none but Trim himfelf . 
can inform you. 

However, the general opinion upon the whole is 
this* that, in three fevenl pitch'd battles. Trim has 
been ioirimmd as never difadrous hero was trimmed 
before. 

THE END. 
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